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Complete Bicentennial Edition in Four Volumes. Edited, Revised, and Supplemented by 
Herbert Thurston, S.J., and Donald Attwater. Foreword by Francis Cardinal Spellman 


BUTLER’S LIVEL 





The supreme work 
on the Saints 


Now, at last, the complete modern revision 
of this classic of Christian knowledge. With a 
Foreword by Francis Cardinal Spellman 


OF THE SainTs has been bringing inspiration, joy, and 
renewed faith to uncounted millions throughout the English- 
speaking world. It is one of the most beloved books of 


. before the American Revolution, BuUTLER’s LIvEs 


all time. 

The great work of revising it in the light of modern 
scholarship and recent Church history has now at last been 
brought to completion—in time for the Bicentennial of its 
first publication in 1756. 

This monumental 1956 Edition is the most complete and 
authoritative account of the Saints and Blesseds ever pub- 
lished in English. Twenty-five years in preparation, it is the 
first full revision of Butler’s text. Its four massive volumes 
contain nearly 1000 more biographies than the original 
edition, over 2500 in all. It includes all canonizations and 
beatifications that have occurred since Butler’s time. 

By distinguishing expertly between canonical truth and 
pious but misleading legend, the editors have corrected many 
common misconceptions about the Saints. They have brought 
the Saints marvelously close to our own lives, our own hopes, 
our own problems. Here are the Champions of the Faith, 
presented as the inspiring but human and sometimes im- 
perfect men and women that they really were. We who share 
their imperfections may find, in their lives assembled here, 
the way to some of their saintliness. 

@ More than 2500 biographies, arranged according to the 
days of the year. @ Over 3200 pages. Index by both name 
and date in each volume. Complete index in final volume. 
@ Handsome illuminated binding with gold stamping. 
@ Four volumes, boxed. Coming May 24, $39.50 


Re © At your bookseller’s 
“4; P. J. Kenedy & Sons 
Price (before Publishers for 130 years 
May 24): $35.00  |mcas 12 Barclay St., New York 8 
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Mexico City 

When a visitor to Mexico remarks the ob- 
vious contrast between the gilded splendor 
of the churches and the poverty of their 
surroundings, he is not usually aware of 
the fact that the gold is mostly painted 
wood, and that the chalices and mon- 
strances, aS well as the buildings them- 
selves, belong to the state; he does not 
usually realize, either, that members of 
religious orders are forbidden by the 
Constitution to engage in any form of 
charitable or social action. 

It is true that compared to the United 
States, Catholicism in Mexico seems to be 
lagging in the field of social action, and 
particularly as regards labor-management 
relations. But this is understandable: 
Mexican Catholics are still smarting from 
the persecutions of the 20's and 30's, and 
priests are few. In a country of over 30 
million people (96.8% of them Catholic) 
there is only one priest for every 4,727 
Catholics in urban areas, one for every 
24,532 elsewhere. 

Still, the history of Catholic social ac- 
tion in Mexico during the present century 
is quite impressive. Except for a few years 
during the Calles regime when the churches 
were shut and the priests exiled, the tradi- 
tion of social action in Mexico remains un- 
broken. And even during those years of per- 
secution the Catholic Underground was ac- 
tive. Padre Pro, the Jesuit martyr who was 
executed in 1927, often stole forth in dun- 
garees from the houses of the rich who 
sheltered him to evangelize among his 
friends the cabdrivers. 

Even in the 16th century, Bishop Vasco 
de Quiroga formed an agricultural sindicato 
in Patzcuaro, probably the first union to 
be established in the New World. Catholic 
workers’ guilds flourished during the co- 
lonial period; out of them grew the Catho- 
lic trade union movement, which by 1911 
had enrolled 14,539 members in 46 unions; 
by 1922, shortly before it was absorbed 
by decree into the government-controlled 
labor organization, the movement included 
553 unions with a membership of 80,000. 

Of great importance to Mexico's social 
progress were the series of Catholic Con- 
gresses initiated in Puebla in 1903 primar- 
ily to discuss the practical application of 
Leo XIII's Rerum Novarum to Mexican prob- 





lems. Among many proposals which called for 
a Catholic education for the proletariat 
through libraries, schools and an apostolic 


REPORT FROM MEXICO: part 2 


press, there were included plans for un. 
employment, old age and disability insur. 
ance ; a system of arbitration for capital- 
and=-labor disputes; and a blue=print for 
the establishment of credit unions and co- 
operatives. The result of this first Puebla 
Congress was a sort of Catholic Magna Carta 
for Mexican labor, propounded 16 years 
before the celebrated U.S. "Bishops' Pro- 
gram" of 1919. It was a rather defiant 
manifesto in view of the positivist- 
capitalist sympathies of the government 
and the anti-clerical laws still tech- 
nically in effect. Some of its recommenda- 
tions were incorporated into Article 123 
of the national Constitution of 1917. 

In 1920, at the instigation of the Mex- 
ican bishops, the Secretariado Social Mex- 
icano was formed as the official channel for 
social action. Its first director was a 
Jesuit, Father A. Mendez Medina, who had 
just returned from Europe where he had been 
making a practical study of the co-opera- 
tive movement. He and his successor, Father 
Miguel Dario Miranda (later Bishop of 
Tulancingo), were to become Mexico's out- 
standing leaders in the social field. 

The Secretariado began implementing the 
suggestions of the various Congresses. The 
early '20s, which are the period of the per- 
secution, are thus paradoxically the period 
of greatest progress for the social action 
of Catholics in Mexico. But in 1926, when 
the government closed the churches and ex- 
iled the clergy, the Secretariado was forced 
to turn all its efforts simply to keeping 
the faith alive. 

Now once more the Secretariado is actively 
at work, under the direction of Father Pedro 
Velazquez (and with the encouragement of 
such U.S. "labor priests" as Father Ray- 
mond Ae McGowan of the NCWC and Father 
Clement Kern of Detroit). It is rebuilding 
from the ground up the edifice which was 
planned at Puebla in 1903. In 1948, "Padre 
Pedro"—who like most Mexican priests of 
his age had received his seminary training 
abroad and who like Father Medina had stud- 
ied the cooperative principles of Raif- 
feisen and Desjardins—was appointed di- 
rector of the Secretariado. Since at that 
time 80% of the Mexican population was 
living at subsistence level or below it, 
Father Velazquez decided that co-opera- 
tives would fulfill a great need in the 
country. He sent his assistant, Father 
Talavera, to Nova Scotia to observe the 
co-operative movement at first hand, while 
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his brother, Father Manuel Velazquez, went 
to Catholic University to study the theory 
pehind it. 

In 1951 these three priests began preach- 
ing the achievements of Rochdale and Anti- 
gonish in working-class parish halls. The 
first co-operatives were hopeless fail- 
ures, partly because the Mexican factory 
worker lacked the communal spirit of the 
Nova Scotia fisherman, partly because the 
priests had tried to do too much too soon. 
Taking anew tack, they began to concentrate 
on establishing buyers" clubs and, espe- 
cially, credit unions—simpler ways of 
giving the Mexican worker a sense of respon- 
sibility and self-reliance and of teaching 


‘the primary economic elements of book- 


‘keeping on which co-operatives depend. In 
1952 the first credit union under the 
direction of the Secretariado was begun in 
the Colonia America, a working-class dis- 
trict of Mexico City. There are now 61 
credit unions in operation, 22 in Mexico 
City alone, with a total of over 9,500 
memberSe 

Apart from its efforts on behalf of Mex- 
ico's industrial workers, the Secretariado 
is also active with farm laborers and em- 
ployers. It runs four successful producer- 
consumer co-operatives in the provinces, 
directs a Catholic agricultural school, 
and supervises the Asociacion Patronal 
Guadalupana—a school for management based 
on the principles of the social encycli- 
cals. Aiding the Secretariado in achiev- 
ing its motto—"Peace from Justice and 
Charity"—are the religious orders which 
have made the Indians their special con- 
cern, and individual "social action" 
priests like Father Hijarro of Zacatecas, 
who begs clothing through the streets for 
the destitute, and Father William Wasson 
of Cuernavaca, who works with delinquent 
and homeless boys and also has a free clinic 
and kindergarten. 

In Cuernavaca from February 5th to 12th 
of this year the Secretariado was host to 
the Fourth Convention of the Inter-American 
Confederation of Social Action. The oc- 
casion was the celebration of the 25th an- 
niversary of Quadragesimo Anno, the 65th 
of Rerum Novarum. Seventy-five delegates 
from ten American countries (including 
eleven from the U.S. and Canada) discussed 
such subjects as productivity, interna- 
tional markets, investments, Latin Amer- 
ica's need for industrialization, and 
whether wives should work outside the home 
—problems of broader scope than those dis- 
cussed at the first Catholic Congresses. 





























Previous to this meeting of long-range 
planners, I had witnessed amore spontaneous 
demonstration which nevertheless sprang 
directly from the Secretariado's work. Last 
December llth, as the culmination of the 
Sixteenth National Work Pilgrimage, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe was crowned Queen of Mex- 
ican Labor. A crowd of 25,000 employers and 
employees celebrated their unity in an at- 
mosphere of brass bands and fireworks, 
while Indians danced before the colorful 
Basilica. The Primate of Mexico, the al- 
ready ailing Archbishop Luis Maria Marti- 
nez y Rodriguez, performed the coronation 
ceremony and a spokesman for the Mexican 
Bishops read an address emphasizing the 
role that each class must play in applying 
Christian principles to Mexico's economic 
problems. Two months later the Archbishop, 
whose own charity, patience and diplomacy, 
as well as love of country, had done so much 
to reestablish harmony between Church and 
State, was dead. For an entire week, lines 
of people filed continuously into the Ca- 
thedral to pay him their final respects. It 
is promising for the future that his suc- 
cessor is Bishop Miguel Dario Miranda, the 
second director of the Secretariado and an 
outstanding proponent of Catholic social 
action. 

The history of the Church in Mexico is 
unique. Because it has never deserted its 
poor, it has never had to struggle to re- 
claim them: although there were corrupt 
and rich city priests in colonial times, 
there were always a much greater number of 
impoverished parish priests who shared 
the lives of their Indian parishioners. 
Because the Mexican Church never had to 
throw its weight on one side or the other 
(it was already committed to the poor by 
the first Franciscan missions), it could 
devote itself to healing the breaches in 
the class conflict. In the time of Porfirio 
Diaz the Church's mission was to the rich, 
as during the Revolution it was to the land- 
owners. Today it is to the middle class. 
Employers were invited to the Coronation 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe as Queen of Labor 
and a good part of the sermon was addressed 
to them: 

"The coronation brings employers and 
workers to this vital crossroad: either 
they will apply the principles of Catholic 
social doctrine to economic life or there 
will be no true economic progress and the 
path will be prepared for the triumph of 
communism which feeds on the social in- 
justice which is essentially anti-Chris- 
tian."—Donald Demarest 
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SAINT MARY’S 
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Box J, Notre Dame, Indiana 








A Liberal Arts College for 
Women Conducted by the 
Sisters of the Holy Cross 


Degrees: B.A., B.S., B.M. 


The School of Sacred Theology 
for Sisters and Laywomen 


Degrees: Ph.D., M.A. in Religion 
Saint Mary’s is two miles north of 


South Bend and one mile west of the 
University of Notre Dame. 











DUNBARTON COLLEGE 
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WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


A four-year college conducted by the 
Sisters of the Holy Cross. 
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Accredited liberal arts college for women. B.A., B.S., 
B.Mus. degrees. Science, music, business, home ece- 
nomics, teacher tra. ining; pre- -med., pre- law. Stimulat- 
ing social and sports program. Dramatic and musical 
productions with . o men’s colleges. —_ 
osphere. campus near 
ing “beautiful Chester Valley. New residence hall, lib- 
eral arts building. Pool. Lake for swimming and canoe- 
ing. Farm and dairy. Conducted by the Sisters of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. Early application advised. 
Catalog: ae, Box J, —— College 
Iimmaculata, P: 


Seton Hill College 


Greensburg, Pennsylvania 
Four-year liberal arts. Pre-professional ye | 
for medicine, law, social service. Elementary and 
secondary teacher education; art, music, home eco- 
nomics nursery — ho acre 
campus in foothills Hegheny Mts. of Pitts- 
— All sports. Regional, national Suevedliation. 


CATALOG ON REQUEST. WRITE BOX B. 








Immaculata 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Directed by the Sisters of Providence of Saint-Mary-of- 
the-Woods, Indiana. Fully accredited. 2-year college 


terial Art. Music (including harp). 4-year college 
preparatory high school on adjoining campus. Social, edu- 
cational and cultural advantages of ope ey Capital. 
Resident, day. Please state age, grade in school. Catalog. 
Registrar, Department B Washington 16, D. C. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


THE WORCESTER STORY 


Dear Editor: As a native Worcesterite, I 
wish to express my sincere gratitude for the 
lengthy tribute given the Worcester diocese 
in your February issue of JUBILEE [A new 
Diocese on the New England scene]. The 
text of the article displays very clearly 
His Excellency Bishop Wright’s tremendous 
zeal in laying strong and durable founda- 
tions for a flourishing diocese. Mr. Reyn- 
olds is to be congratulated! 

However, on glancing through Mr. Lowe’s 
well-chosen illustrations, I find that the 
three nationality pictures [of the French, 
the Irish and the Italians] on pages 12, 
14, and 15 do an injustice to present day 
situations in the Worcester diocese. Had 
the photographer chosen families of about 
an equal status, it would have proven far 
more complimentary to his subjects. This, 
to my opinion, is where the artist mis- 
interpreted our community which, in pres- 
ent day conditions, finds these people on 
an equal basis socially, culturally, and to 
a great extent even politically... . 

Joan Macnan 
Worcester, Mass. 


CHURCH FATHERS 


Dear Sirs: I rejoice in JUBILEE, but am sad- 
dened by page 35 of your February issue. 
Wasn’t that homily the work of Pope St. 
Leo, and not St. John Chrysostom as you 
have it? 
GrorcE F, THIFFAULT 
Trenton, N. J. 


@ JUBILEE’s editor in charge of Church 
fathers gave credit to Saint John Chryso- 
stom (pv. 407) for a Lenten homily of 
Pope Saint Leo the Great (p. 461 ).—Eb. 


PARENTS WANTED 


Dear Sirs: Can you help us locate adoptive 
parents for our Negro Catholic children? 
Efforts of our agency and other agencies 
here in St. Louis have been unsuccessful. 
We feel that somewhere in the United 
States there are some Negro Catholic 
couples looking for a child to adopt, 
and we are writing to enlist your help in 
finding these couples. 

Two of these children are boys who are 
getting older each day, but in spite of our 
intensive efforts locally, do not have a 
chance to be adopted by Catholic couples. 

Sammy is twenty-two months old and 
Jimmy nine months. They are not related 
and we are not seeking to place them to- 
gether. We mention them together because 
they are both healthy, attractive children 
of above-average potential and background. 
There is so much we could tell you about 
them—how they smile at you—what they 
like to play—what the pediatrician and 
psychologist say about them and their good 
development—so many things. But we hope 
this much will make you want to help 
them and us locate permanent parents for 
them. 

If you know of couples who are being 
studied for adoptive placement we would 
be glad to hear about them. We are not 
requiring that both parents be Catholic but 









we do need assurance that a child would 
be reared in the Catholic faith and that 
the marriage was witnessed by a Catholic 
priest. 

Interstate agreements of course are neces. 
sary in outstate placements. We feel sure 
that these can be completed satisfactorily 
if you know of homes which would serve 
the children. 

We thank you for any assistance you 
can give us in finding adoptive homes for 
our children. Please help all you can. 

(Miss) Mary ELLEN Murray 
Family and Children’s Service 
St. Louis, Mo. 


@ Interested readers are requested to 
write directly to Miss Murray at the 
Family and Children’s Service, 4643 
Lindell Boulevard, St. Louis 8, Mo.—Ed. 
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New York 


SPEAKERS: Rev. John Courtney 
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A Catholic 
Preparatory School 
for Boys 


Fully accredited four year preparatory courses 
for resident and day students conducted by the 
Brothers of the Holy Cross, Notre Dame, In- 
diana. Beautiful 133 acre campus in suburban 
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cultural activities. Excellent facilities. Wide 
range of sports. Small classes. Counseling and 
guidance. 
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by THOMAS MERTON, 


THE SECOND COMING: 


(The following is excerpted from Father Merton's” 
meditation upon the Holy Eucharist, THE LIVING” 
BREAD, just published by Farrar, Straus and Cudaby.) 


S$ LONG AS we are in this world, our life in q 
Ai remains hidden. Our union in 
Him also remains hidden. Hidden too 

is Christ’s reality in the Eucharist, and in His’ 
Church. His presence, often denied and derided’ 
by mere reason, is evident only to faith. But our’ 
meditations on the Blessed Sacrament would re- 
main incomplete if we did not remind ourselves 
that this is only a transient condition. He Who 
is hidden has said that He will manifest Himself. 
Our knowledge of Christ by faith, our hidden’ 
union with Him, these are not the end of the’ 
journey but only its beginning. We who possess’ 
Him by faith, and are united with Him by faith,’ 
are always looking forward to the day when} 
what is hidden presence will be revealed plainly, 
and what is secret will become manifest. In a) 
word, we live in the hope of a glorious mani- 
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festation of the great mystery of Christ. We 
hope for the “appearance” of the whole Christ 
—the Parousia. 

Jesus solemnly declared, when He was on trial 
before the Sanhedrin, that the Son of Man would 
be seen one day “sitting at the right hand of the 
Power and coming upon the clouds of heaven” 
(Matthew 26:64). The mysterious figurative 
language in which the Synoptic Gospels speak 
of the Second Coming of Christ and of the Last 
Judgment is clarified to some extent by the 
theological elaboration which it receives from 
St. Paul. In the mind of the Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, the Parousia and Last Judgment will be the 
clear manifestation of Christ in His Body the 
Church. In other words, the Last Judgment will 
be the final consummation and revelation of the 
““Mystery”—the re-establishment of all things 
in Christ, that is being accomplished in secret 
beneath the surface of human history. 

HERE Is a certain false mysticism which 
likes to gloat over the prospect of a Last 
Judgment in which the whole history of 

mankind will fall into oblivion under the 
anathema of an enraged God. But the true 
Christian viewpoint is that which looks forward 
to the Last Judgment as the clarification and 
vindication of human history. The Parousia is the 
great event which will not destroy human his- 
tory but fulfill it, explaining everything that 
was not clear, showing how all things worked 
together for the good of Christ and fulfilled the 
purposes of the Father. Then we will see how 
wise were the Providential decrees of God per- 
mitting what seemed to be incomprehensible 
evils. We will see that the judgments of God 
were wiser and more merciful than the judg- 
ments of man, and that His wisdom was deeper 
than the wisdom of the wise and powerful. All 
truth will be vindicated, all real values will be 
recognized and shown for what they were, no 
matter where they may have existed. 

Christ has told us not to expect His Parousia 
to be the glorification of all.the respectable citi- 
zens who received salutations in the market place 
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and the first places at banquets. Indeed, many 
will come from the east and the west and sit 
down at the banquet of heaven, while those who 
were only exteriorly respectable will hear Christ 
say to them: “the publicans and harlots are en- 
tering into the kingdom of heaven before you” 
(Matthew 21:31). 

The Parousia will indeed be the manifestation 
of Christ in us and of us in Christ. It will fulfill 
the words of the Spirit speaking through St. 
Paul: “When Christ your life shall appear, then 
you too will appear with Him in glory” (Colos- 
sians 3:4). 

The Eucharist is a sign of this final consum- 
mation. That is only another way of saying that 
at the Parousia the res sacramenti of the Eucha- 
rist will be made fully manifest. The Mystical 
Body of Christ, of which His Sacramental Body 
is the “sign,” will be seen for what it is. The 
hidden interconnection between the two mys- 
teries will finally resolve itself into the light of 
vision in which we will see how the two “Bodies 
of Christ” are in fact one: how the Sacramental 
Christ is the living heart of His Mystical Body, 
and how all who have been united by partaking 
in the substance of His Body are in fact One 
Body in Him. This will be the beginning of that 
sacred banquet in which our joy will no longer 
be hidden in the darkness of faith and muted 
by the silences of hope, but will break forth into 
the everlasting song of glory and of victory 
which is the Alleluia of the Church Triumphant. 

Meanwhile, even while we are in the midst of 
the battle, we must realize that the very presence 
of the Eucharist in the world has turned man’s 
history, at least the history of the elect, into a 
sacrum convivium. There is no reason to despair 
of man or of human society. The fact that the 
mystery of iniquity is at work in the world is 
no reason for the Christian to take the attitude 
that human society, as such, is irrevocably 
doomed and that the time has come for the Gen- 
tiles to be crushed and trampled in the wine 
press of fierce retribution. 


No true Christian can safely face the Last 
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Judgment with the self-satisfied conviction that 
it is “somebody else” who is wicked, and that 
certain “other people” are foredoomed to be 
among the goats. If we are members of Christ, 
then we must live as members of Christ. We 
must be like Him Who came not to condemn 
man in his misery and confusion, but to enlighten 
him and save him. 

Our life in Christ, therefore, calls for a fully 
eucharistic apostolate —a far-seeing and ener- 
getic action, based on prayer and. interior union 
with God, which is able to transcend the limita- 
tions of class and nation and culture and con- 
tinue to build a new world upon the ruins of 
what is always falling into decay. 

If the future seems dark to us, is it not per- 
haps because we are witnessing the dawn of a 
light that has never before been seen? We live 
in an age in which charity can become heroic as 
it has never been before. We live, perhaps, on 
the threshold of the greatest eucharistic era of 
the world—the era that may well witness the 
final union of all mankind. 

If that is true, then we are within the reach 
of a tremendous fulfillment: the visible union 
of the whole world in Jesus Christ. This fulfill- 
ment, far from being foreign to eucharistic 
spirituality, is of its very essence. Mass and Com- 
munion do not make sense unless we remember 
that the Eucharist is the great means which God 
has devised for gathering together and unifying 
mankind, dispersed by original and actual sin. 
The Eucharist is the sacrament of unity, and the 
eucharistic life, by its very nature, is orientated 
towards an apostolate of charity which will ef- 
fect a visible union of all mankind. 

The man who can truly say he looks forward 
with hope and joy to the Parousia of the Son of 
God is the man whose eucharistic life bears fruit 
in prayer and labor for the union of all mankind 
in Christ. In working to unite all men in charity, 
we are as it were preparing the Host, made up 
of many grains, to be finally consecrated and 
transformed in the glory of Christ at the end of 


time. 






Msgr. Hellriegel blesses the new fire during the Easter Vigil, the climax of Holy Week, on Holy Saturday night. 
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By returning to ancient tradition it makes more meaningful the passio 
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ROM THE earliest times the Church has 
surrounded the commemoration of the passion, 
death and resurrection of Our Divine Savior 
with singularly solemn rites. Originally 
these rites were held on the same days of 
the week and at the same hours of the day 
that the sacred events occurred. For 
various reasons, during the Middle Ages, 
the observance of these rites was 
transferred to the morning hours, losing, 
thereby, a great deal of the significance 
of the words and symbols of the liturgy. 
Participation of the faithful, though, was 
not impaired, as, in those times, the last 
days of Holy Week were Holy Days and people 
were free from their daily labors and able 
to attend the ceremonies. 

In the middle of the seventeenth 
century changes in social life brought about 
the suppression of many Holy Days, among 
them the Thursday, Friday and Saturday of 
Holy Week, and since that time it was only 
with great difficulty that great numbers of 
people have been able to participate in the 
liturgy of these sacred days. 

Our Holy Father, desirous that the 
greatest number of the faithful should have 
the opportunity of sanctifying these days, 
has decreed that the functions of Holy Week 
be restored to the evening hours. Our 
response to this opportunity will be the 
measure of our gratitude to His Holiness 
for his paternal solicitude for our 
spiritual welfare. 
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PALM SUNDAY: THE 
KINGSHIP OF CHRIST 


ECALLING Our Lord’s triumphal entry into Jeru- 
salem a few days before His passion and death, during 
which He was accompanied by crowds waving palms in 
His honor, the Palm Sunday procession has for centuries 
been carried out in Catholic churches as a tribute to the 
Kingship of Christ. But owing to its length and elaborate 





ceremonial requirements, in time it came to be performed 


On Palm Sunday, now called Second Passion Sunday, the 
blessing of palms is abbreviated to stress the procession. 


Before the procession the deacon sings St. Matthew’s account of the first Palm Sunday. The reading, together with the 
blessing and distribution of the palms which precede it, should if possible take place in “another church,” from which 
the people go in procession to the main church. Here an altar has been set up for the purpose in the parish hall. 
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by the clergy alone, with the people as passive onlookers. 
Now, however, the ritual has been shortened and simpli- 
fied, and the accompanying instructions urge all pastors 
to arrange for participation by the whole community. 
We here give open and joyous testimony to our feelings 
of love and appreciation for the blessings of Redemption; 
we hail the Conquerer who marches at our head. He who 
by His own might and prowess has delivered us from 
death and restored us to a rich Kingdom, He who is God 
as well as man stands before us as our High Priest, await- 
ing our recognition, enlisting our loyalty, demanding our 
allegiance. The leadership of Christ: that is the very foun- 
dation of our religion. And in our Palm Sunday proces- 
sion we proclaim our fidelity to the Christ of the Gospels, 
who leads us to poverty instead of riches, peace instead 
of war, willing acceptance of suffering instead of rebellion 
and despair at our common fate. “I am the Way, the 


Servers, priests and people, holding their palms, march in procession honoring Christ’s Kingship. To emphasize the public 
nature of Christian loyalty, the processional cross is unveiled. Next to the Mass which follows (the texts of which recall 


Truth and the Life,” Christ said at the Last Supper. 

There is another aspect of Christ’s leadership which 
deserves special mention here, since we are considering a 
procession intimately related to the public act of worship 
that immediately follows: the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
The Mass is not only a work of worship pleasing to the 
Father and beneficial for man’s redemption. It is also a 
work of the Christian community, an action performed to- 
gether by Christ and His people, a concerted action where- 
in individual personalities disappear and there emerges 
only Christ—praising His Father, saving the world, re- 
deeming His people. The closer and more intimate our 
union with Him, the stronger and deeper our union with 


our fellow men, for they, with us, form one body united 
in faith and grace. For “He is the head of His Body, the 
Church” and we “are the Body of Christ, member for 
member.” 





Christ’s passion), the procession is the most important part of the new Palm Sunday liturgy. 
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Ajter the Gospel of the Holy Thursday evening Mass the pastor. following the example of Christ at the Last Supper, washes the 
feet of some of his parishioners. This ceremony, preceded by an explanatory homily and accompanied by the singing of the 
hymn UBI CARITAS ET AMOR, DEUS 1BI EST (“Where love is, God is also”) keynotes Holy Thursday as a day of fraternal charity. 


HOLY THURSDAY: A DAY 
OF FRATERNAL CHARITY 


N HOLY THURSDAY the Church concentrates on 
the true nature of Christ’s Kingship. The goal toward 
which He leads us is love. We too must walk His way of 
love—love for God who is now our Father too, and for 
every member of the race, since Christ died for all. But 
since this love of which we speak is Christ’s love, not a 
merely human quality, we can exercise it successfully 
only under His leadership. 

There are two major changes in the new ritual of Holy 


14 


Thursday: the hour for the celebration of Mass is now 
moved from the morning to the evening, and the beauti- 
ful ceremony of the Washing of the Feet, formerly carried 
on only in cathedrals and in the chapels of some religious 
orders, is now urged upon all Catholic parishes and com- 
munities. Both the evening Mass and the Washing of the 
Feet bring into sharper focus the close historical connec- 
tion between the Mass and the Last Supper. 

After the institution of the Holy Eucharist, Saint John 
tells us, Christ utters a solemn prayer which epitomizes 
His entire earthly career. Its theme is love—love for His 
Father and for all mankind. “Father,” He prays, “glorify 
Thy Name.” “Father, glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son may 
glorify Thee.” 

Christ sees the importance of rendering to the Father. 
in our name as well as in His own, an act of fitting hom- 
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As a further link between Holy Thursday Mass and the Last Supper, the Hosts to be distributed at Communion (here in three 
covered ciboria) are consecrated at the Mass itself, which must begin around supper time—between 5:00 and 8:00 p.m. 
The remaining Hosts are placed in the repository until Good Friday, when they are distributed during the Communion Service. 


age, an acknowledgment of the divine supremacy which 
would perfectly undo the damage of man’s first sin. For 
man must before all else acknowledge the supremacy of 
his Creator. We too must love God, as His Son taught us, 
“with our whole heart, and with our whole soul, and with 
our whole strength, and with our whole mind.” How is 
this possible? Simply by joining in what Christ did on 
that final night of His stay on earth: “Take and eat of this 
Bread which is My Body, drink of this Cup which is My 
Blood.” This is what we do at Holy Mass. 


In addition to the first and greatest of Christ’s com- 
mandments, He sets before us a second: to love others as 
ourselves. On that first Holy Thursday night “Christ laid 
aside his garments,” says Saint John, “and taking a towel 


irded himself. Then he poured water into the basin and : A ete 
: . After Mass the Sacrament is carried in procession to the 


a ; : ; : repository. Until midnight, the faithful’s adoration recalls 
with the towel with which he was girded. the institution of the Eucharist; thereafter, the Passion. 


began to wash the feet of the disciples, and to dry them 
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GOOD FRIDAY: THE 
CRUCIFIXION WINS 
OUR SALVATION 


OOD FRIDAY commemorates the Lord’s crucifixion. 

In the new liturgy there are two changes: priests and 

people now participate together in the veneration of the 
Cross, and all may now receive Holy Communion. 

The veneration was until now confined to the officiating 

clergy and their assistants, with the people being invited 

after the ceremony to kiss the Cross privately at the altar 


rail. In the new ritual the Cross is slowly and solemnly 
carried from the sacristy by the priest or deacon, accom. 
panied by two acolytes with lighted candles; after it is 
unveiled and venerated by the clergy, it is carried 
down to the people, who kiss Christ’s wounds as the 
Cross is held aloft at the center of the communion rail, 
This is our honest and forthright acceptance of our sin- 
fulness; it is also our recognition that human suffering 
and human death, however inevitable for us all, have been 
transformed by Christ into the price of our unending 
glory, provided only that we unite them with Our Lord 
upon His Cross. “For behold,” sings the Church in this 
solemn ceremony, “by reason of this Tree, joy has come 
to all the world!” 

Yet those who suffer with Christ and for His sake do 


At the start of the Good Friday Service (which must begin between 3:00 and 6:00 p.m.), celebrant and ministers prostrate 
themselves before the stripped altar. The first two parts of the service follow: the Scripture Readings, 
which remind us of our sins, and the nine Solemn Prayers for the needs of the Church and of all mankind. 
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so not as separate individuals but as members of one an- 
other. As Saint Paul says, “if one member suffer anything, 
all the members suffer with it, or if one member glories, 
all the members rejoice with it.” This startling doctrine, 
directly flowing from Christ’s act of universal redemption, 
is forcibly brought home to us again on Good Friday, in 
our common and united act of homage to the Cross. 

To confirm further our hold upon this truth, and to 
consolidate our union with Christ who suffers in His 
brethren (and thus our union with them all), the Church 
has revived, at the end of this new Good Friday service, 
the ancient custom of distributing Holy Communion to 
the faithful. Christ Himself now enters personally into our 
struggle up the steep road to Calvary, uniting us ever 
more closely as members of His Body. 


In the third part of the service, acolytes hold the Cross 
upright as the faithful kiss the feet of the Crucified. 





All may now receive at the Communion Service which replaces the so-called Mass of the Pre-sanctified and ends the Good Friday 
ceremonies. Mass has never been held on this day, but for centuries Communion was distributed. Prohibited in the 17th 
century after people had gradually ceased to take advantage of the privilege, general Communion on Good Friday is now restored. 
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HOLY SATURDAY: THE JOY 
OF THE RESURRECTION 


HE NEW CEREMONIES of Holy Saturday sum up the 
purpose and direction of all Christian striving. For here 
we see Christ leading us, united members of His flock. 
not merely through the incidental crises of life, but up to 
the very summit of our ascent to God. 

With marvelous simplicity the Church centers the 
whole development of her ceremonies around the theme of 
light—Christ’s light, the sacred illumination that streams 
from Him who is “the light of man, shining in darkness.” 
The ceremony itself begins, in the new ritual, only after 
night has fallen. Then, after all the lights in the church 
have been extinguished, a new fire is kindled just outside 
the entrance. A taper lit from its glowing embers carries 
the flame to the great Easter Candle which symbolizes 
the Risen Christ. As this greater flame is carried slowly 
through the dark church, it is three times saluted by 
priest and people with the solemn cry: “Lumen Christi!” 
“Deo gratias!” The Easter Candle is then placed on a 





stand near the altar, after smaller candles for each wor. 
shipper have been lit from it, and the church lights are 
once more turned on. Now the priest, facing the Easter 
Candle, begins to sing the joyous Exsultet hymn: “Re. 
joice, you hosts of heaven, rejoice all ministers of God! 
Let trumpets sound the triumph of the mighty King, for 
He has wrought salvation!” All remain standing, holding 
their lighted candles, in reverence before the tremendous 
fact of our redemption. This ceremony will continue to 
dominate the liturgy of the entire Easter season, for from 
now until the celebration of Christ’s Ascension the Easter 
Candle will be lighted daily at every parish Mass, focusing 
our attention upon Him who is the only true Light. 

Now, our spiritual vision clarified, the Holy Saturday 
ritual calls for the renewal of our baptismal vows. First 
the celebrant and his ministers perform the ancient bless- 
ing of the font with its saving waters of regeneration. 
Then all the faithful rise; holding their lighted candles, 
they recite the same promises of Christian fidelity they 
made at Baptism. 

The midnight Mass which follows is the climax of the 
Easter Vigil. Now Christ comes into our midst to repeat 
the mystery of His death and resurrection, while outside 
the world sleeps and the darkness of the night makes still 
more brilliant the dawning of this new Day. Christ unites 
us all more closely to Himself in loving the Father, lov- 
ing our fellow man. CHRIST THE LORD IS TRULY RISEN! 
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! 





Before lighting the Easter Candle, representing Christ, the priest carves on it the numerals 1956 and 


the Greek ALPHA and oMEGA, signifying Christ’s everlasting reign. The ceremonies are held on Holy 


Saturday night, thus restoring the day itself as one of mourning. The Lenten fast continues to midnight. 
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As the Easter Candle is carried through the church, the 
people light theirs from it and pass on the LUMEN CHRISTI. 











In the sanctuary the deacon sings the Easter song, the 
EXSULTET, which bids all to rejoice in the resurrection. 








The baptismal water having been blessed (RicHT) , the priest, Plunging the Easter Candle into the font, “the womb of the 
following a very ancient custom, baptizes an adult Church,” the priest blesses the baptismal water. All renew 
catechumen and gives him his baptismal robe and candle. their baptismal vows; then Easter Mass concludes Holy Week. 
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A MISSAL FOR 
HOLY WEEK 


S His Eminence Cardinal Spellman points out on 
page 11, the Holy Father had one major purpose in making 
the changes in the Holy Week liturgy: to help the laity under. 
stand more fully and participate more actively in the ceremonies 
which commemorate the passion, death and resurrection of 
Christ.. This design is evident at many points: for example, 
in the new emphasis on the Palm Sunday procession; in the 
insertion into the Holy Thursday Mass of the Washing of 
the Feet; in the distribution of .Holy Communion on Good 
Friday; in the renewal of baptismal vows during the Easter 
Vigil service on Holy Saturday night. 

To facilitate this understanding and participation, the editors 
of JUBILEE have arranged with Father Godfrey Diekmann, 
O.S.B., editor of worsuiP, and the Liturgical Press of College- 
ville, Minnesota, to bind into this isswe—beginning on the op- 
posite page—a 24-page missal adapted from their recently 
published booklet, THE MASSES OF HOLY WEEK AND THE EASTER 
viciL. By taking this missal to church with him, the reader can 
easily follow the Masses and other ceremonies on the four 
greatest days of this pivotal week in the Church’s calendar. For 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, any standard missal may 
be used, for only one major change has been made: the 
Gospels of Tuesday and Wednesday, both Scriptural accounts 
of the passion, have been shortened. 


FASTING REGULATIONS 

The fact that the rites of Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Holy Saturday are now celebrated in the. afternoon or evening 
hours naturally raises the question of fasting regulations for 
receiving Holy Communion on these days. According to the 
Liturgical Press booklet the rules are these: A regular meal 
(which may include wine or beer but Not “hard” liquors) may 
be taken up to three hours before receiving. Up to one hour 
before, any beverage EXCEPT those containing alcohol is per- 
mitted. One does not need the advice or consent of a confessor 
to take advantage of these regulations. 

Those who are sick and cannot observe these rules may, 
with a confessor’s advice, take something by way of drink or 
true medicine, either liquid or solid (but excluding alcoholic 
drinks), without any time limit before receiving the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

The regular Lenten fast and abstinence, instead of ending at 


noon, now extends to midnight of Holy Saturday. 
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SECOND PASSION SUNDAY 


or 


PALM SUNDAY 


UR worship today is made up of two 

main parts; the procession with palms, 

and the Mass. The first is a joyous, public 

demonstration of our loyalty to Christ our 

King. The Mass, however, with its reading 

of the Passion, is already under the sor- 
rowful shadow of the Cross. 


A. The blessing of the branches 


Palms, or other green branches, are placed 
on a table before the altar—or may be 
brought along by the congregation, or dis- 
tributed to them as they enter. In the latter 
case, the people hold their branches while 
the choir sings the antiphon and the priest 
blesses the branches. All stand. 


ANTIPHON: 

Matt. 21:9 Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! O King of Israel: Hosanna in 
the heavens above! 

COLLECT OF BLESSING 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Let us pray. Bless, * O Lord, we 
pray Thee, these branches of palm (or 
olive, or various trees); grant that what 
we Thy people today outwardly enact in 
Thy honor, we may inwardly fulfill with 
utmost devotion, by triumphing over the 
enemy and by attaching our hearts above 
all else to Thy merciful work of redemp- 
tion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, who is living and reigning with Thee 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
Per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 

The priest then sprinkles the branches 
with holy water, and censes them. 


B. The distribution of the branches 


HE blessed palms are now distributed 

by the celebrant to his ministers and 
servers, and then—unless they already have 
them—to the congregation. In the mean- 
while, the following antiphons and psalms, 
in honor of Christ the King of all nations, 
are sung. The antiphons are repeated like 
a refrain. 

Ant. I. The Jewish children took up 
olive branches and went forth to meet the 
Lord, shouting the words, “Hosanna in the 
heavens above!” 

Ps. 23:1-2, 7-10. The Lord’s are the earth 
and its fullness; * the world and those 
who dwell in it. 

For he founded it upon the seas * and 
established it upon the rivers. 


(Refrain:) The Jewish children... . 


Lift up, O gates, your lintels; reach up, 
you ancient portals, * that the king of 
glory may come in! 

“Who is this king of glory?” * “The 
Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty 
in battle.” 


(Refrain:) The Jewish children... . 


Lift up, O gates, your lintels; reach up, 
you ancient portals, * that the king of 
glory may come in! 





“Who is this king of glory?” * “The 
Lord of hosts; he is the king of glory.” 


(Refrain:) The Jewish children . 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
* and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 


(Refrain:) The Jewish children . 


Ant. 2. The Jewish children spread their 
cloaks upon the road, and cried out, “Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

Ps. 46. All you people, clap your hands, 
* shout to God with cries of gladness, 

For the Lord, the Most High, the awe- 
some, * is the great king over all the earth. 


(Refrain: Ant. 2). The Jewish children 


He brings peoples under us; * nations 
under our feet. 

He chooses for us our inheritance, * the 
glory of Jacob, whom he loves. 


(Refrain:) The Jewish children... . 


God mounts his throne amid shouts of 
joy; * the Lord, amid trumpet blasts. 

Sing praise to God, sing praise; * sing 
praise to our king, sing praise. 


(Refrain:) The Jewish children . 


For king of all the earth is God; * sing 
hymns of praise. 

God reigns over the nations, * God sits 
upon his holy throne. 


(Refrain:) The Jewish children... . 


The princes of the peoples are gathered 
* with the people of the God of Abraham. 

For God’s are the guardians of the earth; 
* he is supreme. 


(Refrain:) The Jewish children... . 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
* and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 


(Refrain:) The Jewish children . . 


If the above chants do not suffice, they are 
repeated until the distribution of branches 
is finished; but if the distribution finishes 
earlier, the chants are terminated with the 
“Gloria Patri” and the antiphon. 


C. The Gospel reading 

Previous to the procession, we listen to 
the Gospel story of Christ’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. 


GOSPEL: Matt. 21:1-9. The continuation of 
the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 


T THAT TIME, when Jesus drew near to 
Jerusalem, and came to Bethpage, on 

the Mount of Olives, he sent two disciples, 
saying to them, “Go into the village oppo- 
site you, and immediately you will find an 
ass tied, and a colt with her; loose them 
and bring them to me. And if anyone say 


, anything to you, you shall say that the 





Lord has need of them, and immediately 
he will send them.” Now this was done 
that what was spoken through the prophet 
might be fulfilled, “Tell the daughter of 
Sion: Behold, thy king comes to thee, meek 
and seated upon an ass, and upon a colt, 
the foal of a beast of burden.” [Js. 26:11; 
Zach. 9:9.] 


So the disciples went and did as Jesus 
had directed them. And they brought the 
ass and the colt, laid their cloaks on them, 
and made him sit thereon. And most of 
the crowd spread their cloaks upon the 
road, while others were cutting down 
branches from the trees, and strewing them 
on the road. And the crowds that went 
before him, and those that followed, kept 
crying out, saying, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!” 


D. The procession with the blessed 
branches 


The entire congregation is solemnly in- 
vited from the altar to take part in the pro- 
cession: 


Priest: Procedamus in pace. All: In 
nomine Christi. Amen. 


In spirit we are joining the enthusiastic 
crowds that accompanied Christ into Jeru- 
salem, of which all the songs of this pro- 
cession tell. 


Ant. 1. Crowds go out with flowers and 
palms to meet the Redeemer; worthy hom- 
age they pay to the Conqueror who comes 
home in triumph; all the world proclaims 
him Son of God, and the heavens re-echo 
their praises of Christ: “Hosanna!” 

Ant. 2. Like the angels and children, 
may we too be found faithful, singing out 
to the Conqueror of death, “Hosanna in 
the heavens above!” 

Ant. 3. A great crowd, assembled for the 
feastday, cried out to the Lord, “Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the heavens above!” 

Ant. 4. (Lk. 19:37, 38). As they came 


| down the hill, all the people began to re- 


joice and praise God with a loud voice for 
all the miracles they had seen, saying, 
“Blessed is he who comes as king in the 
name of the Lord! Peace on earth, and 
glory in the heavens above!” 

In the following famous hymn to Christ 
the King, the entire congregation should if 
possible join in the refrain. It is sung first 
by the choir, then by all, and repeated by 
all after each stanza. 


(Gloria laus, etc.) 

All glory, laud, and honor, 
To Thee Redeemer King, 
To whom the lips of children 
Made sweet Hosannas ring. 


(Israel es tu Rex, etc.) 

Thou are the King of Israel, 
Thou David’s royal Son, 

Who in the Lord’s name comest, 
The King and Blessed One. 

All: Gloria, laus . . . (as above). 


(Coetus in excelsis, etc.) 

The company of angels 

Are praising Thee on high. 
And mortal men and all things 
Created make reply. 


macs Tc 











ap] 


its 
for 
sio 
eat 


(Pi 
br: 


she 
en: 





ae Se Se 


_ 

















PALM SUNDAY 


3 











All: Gloria, laus . . . (as above). 


(Plebs Hebraea, etc.) 

The people of the Hebrews 

With palms before Thee went; 
Our praise and prayer and anthems 
Before Thee we present. 

All: Gloria, laus . . . (as above). 


(Hi tibi, etc.) 

To Thee before Thy passion 
They sang their hymns of praise; 
To Thee now high exalted 

Our melody we raise. 

All: Gloria, laus . . . (as above). 


(Hi plaucuere, etc.) 

Thou didst accept their praises, 
Accept the prayers we bring, 
Who in all good delightest, 
Thou good and gracious King. 


Another famous song, in honor of Christ 
the King, the CHRISTUS VINCIT, is also very 
appropriate today. 

The catchy melody and apt text of the 
“PUERI HEBRAEORUM” may also recommend 
itself: it would be especially appropriate 
for the school children in today’s proces- 
sion. They could sing it as a refrain after 
each verse of a psalm sung by the choir: 
E.G., Ps. 147 (below); Ps. 46 (p.2). 


(Pueri Hebraeorum, etc.) 


The Jewish children took up olive 
branches and went forth to meet the Lord, 
shouting the words, “Hosanna in the heav- 
ens above!” 


In the following psalm, Christ the King 
is hailed as our great Benefactor. 


Ant. 5. Omnes collaudant, etc. All now 
praise thy name, and say, “Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Ho- 
sanna in the heavens above!” 

Psalm 147. Lauda Jerusalem, etc. Glo- 
tify the Lord, O Jerusalem; * praise your 
God, O Sion. 

For he has strengthened the bars of your 
gates, * he has blessed your children with- 
in you. 

He has granted peace in your borders; 
* with the best of wheat he fills you. 

He sends forth his command to the 
earth; * swiftly runs his word! 

He spreads snow like wool; * frost he 
strews like ashes. 

He scatters his hail like crumbs; * be- 
fore his cold the waters freeze. 

He sends his word and melts them; * he 
lets his breeze blow and the waters run. 

He has proclaimed his word to Jacob; * 
his statutes and his ordinances to Israel. 

He has not done thus for any other na- 
tion; * his ordinances he has not made 
known to them. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
* and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 


(The antiphon is repeated): All now 
praise thy name .. . (as above). 


Ant. 6. Fulgentibus palmis, etc. Waving 
our palms we worship before the Lord as 
he comes; we all go out to meet him with 
hymns and songs, praising him and saying, 
“Blessed is the Lord!” 

Ant. 7. Ave, Rex noster, etc. Hail, our 
King, Son of David, Redeemer of the 
world. Prophets foretold thy coming as 











Savior of the house of Israel. For the 
Father sent thee into the world as a saving 
Victim, whom all the just awaited since 
the world’s beginning, and even now: “Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Ho- 
sanna in the heavens above!” 


Entering the church, the choir sings: 


Ant. 8. Ingrediente Domino, etc. As the 
Lord was entering the holy city, the Jewish 
children proclaimed the resurrection of 
him who is Life, 

Carrying branches of palm, they cried 
out, “Hosanna in the heavens above!” 

When the people heard that Jesus had 
come to Jerusalem, they went out to meet 
him, 

Carrying branches of palm, they cried 
out, “Hosanna in the heavens above!” 


Arrived at the altar, the priest sings a 








collect. It encourages us to take our blessed 
“palm” home, as a constant reminder of 
the loyalty we pledged to Christ today, and 
as a sacramental to be kept in the home— 
laudably until next Ash Wednesday, when 
we burn it to ashes. 


COLLECT 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, 
our King and Redeemer, we have carried 
these branches and sung solemn praises in 
Thy honor. Graciously let Thy grace and 
blessing rest wherever these branches are 
brought; with the power of Thy right hand 
defeat every evil influence and deception of 
the devil while granting Thy protection to 
those whom Thou hast redeemed: who art 
living and reigning with God the Father in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, Per 
omnia saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 
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Station at St. John Lateran 


Peers the palm procession, in which we 

renewed our loyalty to Christ our King, 
we now, in the Mass, turn our thoughts to 
His blessed passion and death. 


Foremass 

In the Mass preceded by the procession 
with palms, the usual Preliminary Prayers 
that here follow are omitted, and the priest 
begins immediately with the Introit in col- 
umn 3 below. 


PRELIMINARY PRAYERS 

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I 
will go in unto the altar of God. 

Servers: Unto God, who gives joy to my 
youth. 

Priest: Our help is in the name of fhe 
Lord. 

Servers: Who made heaven and earth. 

Priest: I confess to almighty God, etc. 

Servers: May almighty God have mercy 
upon you, forgive you your sins, and bring 
you to life everlasting. 

Priest: Amen. 

Servers: I confess to almighty God, to 
blessed Mary ever Virgin, to blessed Mi- 
chael the Archangel, to blessed John the 
Baptist, to the holy apostles Peter and Paul, 
to all the Saints, and to you Father, that I 
have sinned exceedingly in thought, word 
and deed, (striking the breast three times) 
through my fault, through my fault, through 
my most grievous fault. Therefore I be- 
seech blessed Mary ever Virgin, blessed 
Michael the Archangel, blessed John the 
Baptist, the holy apostles Peter and Paul, 
all the Saints, and you, Father, to pray to 
the Lord our God for me. 

Priest: May almighty God have mercy 
upon you, forgive you your sins, and bring 
you to life everlasting. 

Servers: Amen. 

Priest: May the almighty and merciful 
Lord grant us pardon, absolution and re- 
mission of our sins. 

Servers: Amen. 

Priest: Thou wilt turn again, O God, 
and quicken us. 





Servers: And Thy people shall rejoice in 
Thee. 

Priest: Show unto us, O Lord, Thy 
mercy. 

Servers: And grant us Thy salvation. 

Priest: O Lord, hear my prayer. 

Servers: And let my cry come unto Thee. 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 

Servers: And with your spirit. 


Ascending the altar, the priest prays si- 
lently: 

Priest: Let us pray. Take away all our 
iniquities, we beseech Thee, O Lord, that 
we may be worthy to enter with pure 
minds into the holy of holies. Through 
Ohrist our Lord. Amen. (Kissing the altar- 
stone, he continues:) We beseech Thee, O 
Lord, by the merits of Thy Saints whose 
relics are here, and of all the Saints, merci- 
fully to forgive me all my sins. Amen. 


INTROIT 

Ps. 21:20, 22. O Lord, be not far from 
me; O my help, hasten to aid me. Save me 
from the lion’s mouth; from the horns of 
the wild bulls, save my wretched life. Ps. 
21:2. O God, my God, look upon me; why 
have you forsaken me? Why are you so far 
from my prayer, from the cry of my sins 
[the sins I have taken upon myself\?—O 
Lord, be not far. 


KYRIE 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 


COLLECT 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Let us pray. Almighty, everlast- 
ing God, Thou didst have our Savior take 
on human flesh and suffer the cross as an 
example of humility to mankind: now 
graciously grant that we bear witness to 
His patience by our lives and thus deserve 
to share in His resurrection. Through the 
same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
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is living and reigning with Thee in the un- 
ity of the Holy Spirit, one God, Per omnia 
saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 


EPISTLE: 
A reading from the Letter of blessed Paul 
to the Philippians (2:5-11): 
| aangueneny have this mind in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus, who though he 
was by nature God, did not consider being 
equal to God a thing to be clung to, but 
emptied himself, taking the nature of a 
slave and being made like unto men. And 
appearing in the form of man, he humbled 
himself, becoming obedient to death, even 
to death on a cross. Therefore God also 
has exalted him and has bestowed upon 
him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend (all genuflect) of those in heaven, on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
should confess that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is in the glory of God the Father. 


GRADUAL: 

Ps. 72:24, 1-3. You have held me by 
my right hand; you have conducted me ac- 
cording to your will; and in the end you 
will receive me in glory. V. How good 
God is to Israel, to those who are clean of 
heart! But as for me, I almost lost my bal- 
ance; my feet all but slipped, because I 
was envious of the arrogant when I saw 
them prosper though they were wicked. 


TRACT: 

Ps. 21:2-9, 18, 19, 22, 24, 32. O God, 
my God, look upon me; why have you for- 
saken me? V. Why are you so far from 
my prayer, from the cry of my sins [the 
sins I have taken upon myself]? V. O my 
God, I cry out by day, and you answer not; 
by night, and there is no relief for me. V. 
Yet you are enthroned in the holy place, 
O Glory of Israel! V. In you our fathers 
trusted; they trusted, and you delivered 
them. V. To you they cried, and they es- 
caped; in you they trusted, and they were 
not put to shame. V. But I am a worm, not 
a man; the scorn of men, despised by the 
people. V. All who see me scoff at me; 
they mock me with parted lips, they wag 
their heads. V. (They say:) “He relied on 
the Lord, let him deliver him; let him res- 
cue him, if he loves him.” V. They look on 
and gloat over me; they divide my gar- 
ments among them, and for my vesture 
they cast lots. V. Save me from the lion’s 
mouth; from the horns of the wild bulls 
saved my wretched life. V. You who fear 
the Lord, praise him; all you descendants 
of Jacob, give glory to him. V. Coming gen- 
erations shall be told of the Lord, and the 
heavens shall proclaim his justice. V. To a 
people yet to be born, who will be the 
work of the Lord. 


In a celebrant’s second or third Mass to- 
day, he need not read the entire Passion ac- 
count as here given, but may substitute the 
Gospel selection on p. 5, col. 3. 


GOSPEL: Matthew 26:36-75; 27:1-54 


**—Christ. N—Narrator.C.—“Chorus,” 
one person. CC.—“Chorus,” two or more 
persons. 

(Palms are not held while the Gospel 
is read.) 


N. The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Matthew. At that time, Jesus 
came with his disciples to a country place 





called Gethsemani, and he said to them: 

‘* Sit down here, while I go over yon- 
der and pray. 

N. And he took with him Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee, and he began to be 
saddened and exceedingly troubled. Then 
he said to them: 

My soul is sad, even unto death. Wait 
here and watch with me. 

N.And going forward a little, he fell 
prostrate, and prayed, saying: 

Father, if it is possible, let this cup 
pass away from me; yet not as I will, but 
as thou willest. 

N. Then he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping. And he said to Peter: 

* Could you not then watch one hour 
with me? Watch and pray, that you may 
not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

N. Again a second time he went away 
and prayed saying: 

* My Father, if this cup cannot pass 
away unless I drink it, thy will be done. 

N. And he came again and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. And 
leaving them he went back again, and 
prayed a third time, saying the same words 
over. Then he came to his disciples, and 
said to them: 

* Sleep on now, and take your rest! Be- 
hold, the hour is at hand, when the Son of 
Man will be betrayed into the hands of sin- 
ners. Rise, let us go. Behold, he who be- 
trays me is at hand. 

N. And while he was yet speaking, be- 
hold Judas, one of the Twelve, came and 
with him a great crowd with swords and 
clubs, from the chief priests and elders of 
the people. Now his betrayer had given 
them a sign, saying: 

C. Whomever I kiss, that is he; lay hold 
of him. 

N. And he went straight up to Jesus and 
said: 

C. Hail, Rabbi! 

N. And he kissed him. And Jesus said to 
him: 

* Friend, for what purpose hast thou 
come? 

N. Then they came forward and set hands 
on Jesus and took him. And behold, one of 
those who were with Jesus, reached out his 
hand, drew his sword, and struck the serv- 
ant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 
Then Jesus said to him: 

** Put back thy sword into its place; for 
all those who take the sword will perish by 
the sword. Or dost thou suppose that I 
cannot entreat my Father, and he will even 
now furnish me with more than twelve 
legions of angels? How then are the Scrip- 
tures to be fulfilled, that thus it must take 
place? 

N. In that hour Jesus said to the crowds: 

** As against a robber you have come 
out, with swords and clubs to seize me. I 
sat daily with you in the temple teaching, 
and you did not lay hands on me. 

N. Now all this was done that the Scrip- 
tures of the prophets might be fulfilled. 
Then all the disciples left him and fied. 

N. Now those who had taken Jesus led 
him away to Caiphas the high priest, where 
the Scribes and the elders had gathered to- 
gether. But Peter was following him at a 
distance, even to the courtyard of the high 
priest, and he went in and sat with the at- 
tendants to see the end. Now the chief 
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priests and all the Sanhedrin were seeking 
false witness against Jesus, that they might 
put him to death, but they found none, 
though many false witnesses came forward. 
But last of all there came forward two 
false witnesses, and said: 

CC. This man said, “I am able to de. 
stroy the temple of God, and to rebuild jt 
after three days.” 

N. Then the high priest, standing up, 
said to him: 

C. Dost thou make no answer to the 
things that these men prefer against thee? 

N. But Jesus kept silence. And the high 
priest said to him: 

C.I adjure thee by the living God that 
thou tell us whether thou art the Christ, 
the Son of God. 

N. Jesus said to him: 

‘ Thou hast said it. Nevertheless, I say 
to you, hereafter you shall see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of the Power 
and coming upon the clouds of heaven. 

N. Then the high priest tore his garments, 
saying: 

C. He has blasphemed; what further need 
have we of witnesses? Behold, now you 
have heard the blasphemy. What do you 
think? 

N. And they answered and said: 

CC. He is liable to death. 

N. Then they spat in his face and buf- 
feted him; while others struck his face 
with the palms of their hands, saying: 

CC. Prophesy to us, O Christ! who is it 
that struck thee? 

N. Now Peter was sitting outside in the 
courtyard; and a maidservant came up to 
him and said: 

C.Thou also wast with Jesus the Gali- 
lean. 

N. But he denied before them all, saying: 

C.I do not know what thou art saying. 

N. And when he had gone out to the 
gateway, another maid saw him, and said 
to those who were there: 

= This man also was with Jesus of Naza- 
reth. 

N. And again he denied with an oath, “I 
do not know the man!” And after a little 
while the bystanders came up and said to 
Peter: 

CC. Surely thou also art one of them, 
for even thy speech betrays thee. 

N. Then he began to curse and to swear 
that he did not know the man. And at that 
moment a cock crowed. And Peter remem- 
bered the words that Jesus had said, “Be- 
fore a cock crows, thou wilt deny me 
thrice.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
Now when morning came all the chief 
priests and the elders of the people took 
counsel together against Jesus in order to 
put him to death. And they bound him and 
led him away, and delivered him to Pontius 
Pilate the procurator. 

N. Then Judas, who betrayed him, when 
he saw that he was condemned, repented 
and brought back the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and the elders, saying: 

C.I have sinned in betraying innocent 
blood. 

N. But they said: 

CC. What is that to us? See to it thyself. 

N. And he flung the pieces of silver into 
the temple, and withdrew; and went away 
and hanged himself with a halter. And the 
chief priests took the pieces of silver, and 
said: 
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CC. It is not lawful to put them into the 
treasury, seeing that it is the price of blood. 

N. And after they had consulted togeth- 
er, they bought with them the potter’s 
field, as a burial place for strangers. For 
this reason that field has been called even 
to this day, Haceldama, that is, the Field 
of Blood. Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken through Jeremias the prophet, say- 
ing, “And they took the thirty pieces of sil- 
ver, the price of him who was priced, upon 
whom the children of Israel set a price; 
and they gave them for the potter’s field, 
as the Lord directed me.” 

N. Now Jesus stood before the procura- 
tor; and the procurator asked him saying: 

C. Art thou the king of the Jews? 

N. Jesus said to him: 

+ Thou sayest it. 








saying: 

CC. Hail, King of the Jews! 

N. And they spat on him, and took the 
reed and kept striking him on the head. 

N. And when they had mocked him, 
they took the cloak off him and put his 
own garments on him, and led him away 
to crucify him. Now as tiey went out, 
they found a man of Cyrene named Simon; 
him they forced to take up his cross. And 
they came to the place called Golgotha, 
that is, the Place of the Skull. And they 
gave him wine to drink mixed with gall; 
but when he had tasted it, he would not 
drink. And after they had crucified him, 
they divided his garments, casting lots, to 
fulfill that which was spoken through the 


| prophet, saying, “They divided my gar- 
| ments among them, and upon my vesture 


N. And when he was accused by the 


chief priests and the elders, he made no 
answer. Then Pilate said to him: 

C. Dost thou not hear how many things 
they prefer against thee? 

N. But he did not answer him a single 
word, so that the procurator wondered ex- 


ceedingly. Now at the festival time the | 
procurator used to release to the crowd a | 


prisoner, whomever they would. Now he 


had at that time a notorious prisoner called , 
Barabbas. Therefore, when they had gath- | 


ered together, Pilate said: 

C.Whom do you wish that I release to 
you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 
Christ? 


N. For he knew that they had delivered | 


him up out of envy. Now, as he was sitting 
on the judgment-seat, his wife sent to him, 
saying: 

C. Have nothing to do with that just 
man, for I have suffered many things in 
a dream today because of him. 

N. But the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas 
and to destroy Jesus. But the procurator 
addressed them, and said to them: 

C. Which of the two do you wish that 
I release to you? 

N. And they said: 

CC. Barabbas. 

N. Pilot said to them: 

C. What then am I to do with Jesus who 
is called Christ? 

N. They all said: 

CC. Let him be crucified! 

N. The procurator said to them: 

C. Why, what evil has he done? 

N. But they kept crying out the more, 
saying: 

CC. Let him be crucified! 

N. Now Pilate, seeing that he was do- 
ing no good, but rather that a riot was 
breaking out, took water and washed his 
hands in sight of the crowd, saying: 

C.I am innocent of the blood of this 
just man; see to it yourselves. 

N. And all the people answered and said: 

CC. His blood be on us and on our 
children. 

N. Then he released to them Barabbas; 
but Jesus he scourged and delivered to 
them to be crucified. Then the soldiers of 
the procurator took Jesus into the praeto- 
tium, and gathered together about him the 
whole cohort. And they stripped him and 
put on him a scarlet cloak; and plaiting a 
crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, 
and a reed into his right hand; and bend- 
ing the knee before him they mocked him, 








they cast lots.” And sitting down they kept 
watch over him. And they put above his 
head the charge against him. written, “This 
is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two 
robbers were crucified with him, one on 
his right hand and one on his left. Now 
the passers-by were jeering at him, shaking 
their heads, and saying: 

CC. Thou who destroyest the temple, 
and in three days buildest it up again, save 
thyself! If thou art the Son of God, come 
down from the cross! 

N. In like manner, the chief priests with 
the Scribes and the elders, mocking, said: 

CC. He saved others, himself he cannot 
save! If he is the King of Israel, let him 
come down now from the cross, and we 
will believe him. He trusted in God; let 
him deliver him now, if he wants him; for 
he said, “I am the Son of God.” 

N. And the robbers also, who were cru- 
cified with him, reproached him in the same 
way. 

N. Now from the sixth hour there was 
darkness over the whole land until the 
ninth hour. But about the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, saying: 

* Eli, Eli, lamma sabacthani. 

N. That is: 

** My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? 

N. And some of the bystanders on hear- 
ing this said: 

CC. This man is calling Elias. 

N. And immediately one of them ran 
and, taking a sponge, soaked it in common 
wine, put it on a reed and offered it to 
him to drink. But the rest said: 

CC. Wait, let us see whether Elias is 
coming to save him. 

N. But Jesus again cried out with a loud 
voice, and gave up his spirit. (Here all 
kneel and pause a little while in silent pray- 
er.) And behold, the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom; and 
the earth quaked, and the rocks were rent, 
and the tombs were opened, and many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
arose; and coming forth out of the tombs 
after his resurrection, they came into the 
holy city, and appeared to many. Now 
when the centurion, and those who were 
with him keeping guard over Jesus, saw 
the earthquake and the things that were 
happening, they were very much afraid, 
and they said: 

CC. Truly he was the Son of God. 

N. And many women were there, look- 
ing on from a distance, who had followed 
Jesus from Galilee ministering to him. 








5 


Among them were Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and 
the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

N. Now when it was evening, there came 
a certain rich man of Arimathea, Joseph 
by name, who was himself a disciple of 
Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered the 
body to be given up. And Joseph taking 
the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 
and laid it in his new tomb, which he had 
hewn out in the rock. Then he rolled a 
great stone to the entrance of the tomb, 
and departed. 


In a celebrant’s second or third Mass 
today, he need not read the entire Passion, 
but may substitute the following. 


GOSPEL: Matt. 27:45-52. The continuation 
of the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 


FTER THEY had crucified Jesus, from the 

sixth hour there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour. But about 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice saying, “Eli, Eli, lamma sabacthani,” 
that is, “My God, my God, why has thou 
forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders 
on hearing this said, “This man is calling 
Elias.” And immediately one of them ran 
and, taking a sponge, soaked it in common 
wine, put it on a reed and offered it to 
him to drink. But the rest said, “Wait, let 
us see whether Elias is coming to save 
him.” But Jesus again cried out with a 
loud voice, and gave up his spirit. (Here 
all kneel and pause a little while in silent 
prayer.) And behold, the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two from top to bot- 
tom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks 
were rent, and the tombs were opened, 
and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep arose. 


CREED 
I BELIEVE in one God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God. Born of the Father 
before all ages. God of God, light of light, 
true God of true God. Begotten, not made; 
of one substance with the Father; by whom 
all things were made. Who for us men, 
and for our salvation, came down from 
heaven. (All kneel.) And was made flesh 
by the Holy Spirit, of the Virgin Mary; 
and was made man. (All rise.) He also was 
crucified for us, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, and was buried. And on the third 
day He rose again according to the Scrip- 
tures. And ascended into heaven. He sit- 
teth at the right hand of the Father. And 
He shall come again with glory, to judge 
the living and the dead: and of His king- 
dom there shall be no end. 

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and 
giver of life, who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son. Who together with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glori- 
fied; who spoke by the prophets. And in 
one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the remission of 
sins. And I expect the resurrection of the 
dead. And the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

The Mass of the faithful 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 

spiritu tuo. Priest: Oremus. 
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OFFERTORY VERSE: Ps. 68:21-22 

Insult has broken my heart, and I am 
weak; I looked for sympathy, but there 
was none; for comforters, and I found 
none. Rather, they put gall in my food, 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to 
drink. 

OFFERING PRAYERS 

The priest offers the bread, saying in a 
low voice: 

Accept, O holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God, this host for the all-holy sac- 
Tifice, which I, Thine unworthy servant, 
offer unto Thee, my living and true God, 
to atone for my numberless sins of wil- 
fulness and neglect; on behalf of all here 
present, and likewise for all faithful Chris- 
tians, living and dead, that it may profit 
me and them as a means of salvation unto 
life everlasting. Amen. 


He pours wine into the chalice, then 
adds water, saying: 

O God, who hast established the nature 
of man in wondrous dignity, and still 
more admirably restored it, grant that 
through the mystery of this water and 
wine, we may be made partakers of His 
divinity, who has deigned to become par- 
taker of our humanity, Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, our Lord, who is living and reigning 
with Thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


He then offers the chalice to God, saying: 

We offer unto Thee, O Lord, the chalice 
of salvation, humbly begging of Thy mercy 
that it may arise before Thy divine maj- 
esty with a pleasing fragrance, for our sal- 
vation and that of all mankind. Amen. 


He bows over the gifts, while he offers 
himself and all present, saying: 

In a spirit of humility and with a con- 
trite heart, may we be accepted by Thee, 
O Lord, and may our sacrifice be so offered 
in Thy sight this day as to please Thee, O 
Lord God. 


He calls upon the Holy Spirit to bless 
this sacrifice, saying: 

Come, Thou sources of holiness, al- 
mighty and eternal God, and bless this 
sacrifice prepared for the glory of Thy 
holy name. 


In a High Mass, the priest now censes 
the offered gifts and the altar. Then, while 
washing his hands, he prays Ps. 25:6-12. 


I wash my hands in innocence, 

and I go around your altar, O Lord. 
Giving voice to my thanks, 

and recounting all your wondrous deeds. 
O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell, 

the tenting-place of your glory. 

Gather not my soul with those of sinners, 
nor with men of blood my life. 
On their hands are crimes, 

and their right hands are full of bribes. 
But I walk in integrity; 

redeem me, and have pity on me. 

My foot stands on level ground; 

in the assemblies I will bless the Lord. 

Having returned to the middle of the 
altar, the priest bows and says: 

Accept, most holy Trinity, this offering 
which we are making to Thee in remem- 
brance of the passion, resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus Christ, our Lord; and 
in honor of blessed Mary ever Virgin, 
blessed John the Baptist, the holy apostles 





Peter and Paul, of these, and of all the 
Saints; that it may add to their honor and 
procure our salvation; and may they deign 
to intercede in heaven for us who cherish 
their memory here on earth. Through the 
same Christ our Lord. Amen. 


He turns to the people and says: 

Brethren, pray that my sacrifice and 
yours may become acceptable to God the 
Father almighty. 


The servers answer for the people: 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands, unto the praise and glory of 
His name, for our advantage and that of 
all His holy Church. 


The priest continues with the Secret, the 
final summarizing prayer over the sacri- 
ficial gifts: 


SECRET 

Grant, we pray Thee, O Lord, that the 
gift we offer to Thy majesty may obtain 
for us the grace to serve Thee with love, 
and result in everlasting happiness. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who is 
living and reigning with Thee in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God. 


PREFACE 

Priest: Per omnia saecula saeculorum. 
All: Amen. Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: 
Et cum spiritu tuo. Priest: Sursum corda. 
All: Habemus ad Dominum. Priest: Gra- 
tias agamus Domino Deo nostro. All: 
Dignum et justum est. 


Priest: Truly meet it is and just, truly 
right and wholesome for the soul, that we 
in every place and time should render 
thanks to Thee, O holy Lord, omnipotent 
Father, eternal God. Thou didst decree to 
accomplish the salvation of mankind on 
the tree of the cross; for life was to rise 
whence death had sprung, and he who had 
used a tree to conquer was himself to be 
conquered by a tree, through Christ our 
Lord. Through Him the Angels praise, the 
Dominations adore, the Powers with trem- 
bling revere Thy Majesty. The Heavens 
and the celestial Hosts, in chorus with the 
enraptured Seraphim, join in celebrating it 
with exultation. Permit, we humbly pray, 
that with theirs our voices, too, may be 
granted a hearing, as they, in profound 
acknowledgement, cry out: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty; 
heaven and earth are filled with Thy glory. 
Hail to Thee in the Highest! Blessed is He 
that comes in the name of the Lord. Hail 
to Him in the highest! 


The Canon 

Commemoration of the Church and her 
Hierarchy. 

And now, most gracious Father, we 
humbly beg of Thee and entreat Thee, 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
to deem acceptable and bless these gifts, 
now set apart for the holy and all-perfect 
sacrifice; which we offer unto Thee espe- 
cially for Thy Holy Catholic Church, that 
Thou wouldst deign to keep it in peace and 
unity, to protect and sustain it throughout 
the world; together with Thy servant N., our 
Pope, and N., our Bishop, and all true- 
believing guardians and promoters of the 
Catholic and apostolic faith. 


Commemoration of this community. 
Be mindful, O Lord, of Thy servants 
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and handmaids, N. and N... . (Pause and 
silently pray for those whom you desire to 
remember in a special manner.) . . . and 
of all here present, whose faith is known 
to Thee and likewise their devotion, on 
whose behalf we offer unto Thee, and who 
themselves offer unto Thee, this sacrifice 
of praise for themselves and all who are 
theirs, for the good of their souls, accord. 
ing to their hope of salvation and deliver. 
ance from all harm, and who pay Thee 
the homage which they owe Thee, eternal 
God, living and true. 


Commemoration of the Church Trium- 
phant. 

United in Thy only Church, we honor 
the memory, first of the glorious and im- 
maculate Virgin Mary, mother of our Lord 
and God, Jesus Christ; then that of Thy 
blessed apostles and martyrs, Peter and 
Paul, Andrew, James, John, Thomas, James, 
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Simon and 
Thaddeus; Linus, Cletus, Clement, Sixtus, 
Cornelius, Cyprian, Lawrence, Chrysogo- 
nus, John and Paul, Cosmas and Damian, 
and of all Thy Saints, by whose merits and 
prayers grant that we may be always fa- 
vored with the help of Thy protection. 
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Prayers of offering. 

We further beseech Thee, O Lord, to 
receive in atonement this sacrifice of ado- 
ration from us and from all Thy household. 
Provide that our days be spent in Thy 
peace, save us from everlasting damnation, 
and cause us to be numbered among those 
whom Thou has chosen. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Do Thou, O God, deign to bless what 
we offer, and make it approved, effective, 
worthy and pleasing in every way, that it 
may become for our good the Body and 
the Blood of Thy dearly beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


The Consecration. 

Who, the day before He suffered, took 
bread into His holy and venerable hands, 
and having raised His eyes to heaven, unto 
Thee, His almighty Father, giving thanks 
to Thee, blessed it, and broke it, and gave 
it to His disciples, saying: Take ye all, 
and eat of this: for 


THIS IS MY BODY 
(Elevation of the Sacred Host.) 


In like manner, when the supper was 
done, taking also this goodly chalice into 
His holy and venerable hands, again giv- 
ing thanks to Thee, He blessed it and gave 
it to His disciples, saying: Take ye all, and 
drink of this: for 


THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD 
OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL TESTAMENT: 
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH: 

WHICH SHALL BE SHED FOR YOU 
AND FOR MANY 
UNTO THE REMISSION OF SINS 


(Elevation of the Chalice.) 


As often as you shall do these things, 
in memory of Me shall you do them. 

The “Memorial” Prayer. 

Wherefore, O Lord, we Thy servants, 
and likewise Thy holy people, calling to 
mind not only the blessed passion of the 
same Christ Thy Son, our Lord, but also 
His resurrection from the dead, and finally 
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His glorious ascension into heaven, offer 
unto Thy supreme majesty, of Thy gifts 
bestowed upon us, the pure, the holy, the 
all-perfect sacrifice of thanks for our re- 
demption—the holy Bread of life eternal 
jand the Chalice of unending salvation. 


Offering prayers. 

Do thou deign to regard it with gracious 
and kindly attention and hold it acceptable, 
as Thou didst deign to esteem the offerings 
of Thy holy servant Abel, and the sacrifice 
of Abraham, our Patriarch, and that which 
Thy chief priest Melchisedech offered unto 
Thee, a holy sacrifice of thanks, in full 
accordance with Thy will. 

Most humbly we implore Thee, almighty 
God, cause these our mystic offerings to 
be brought by the hands of Thy holy An- 
gel unto Thine altar above, before the face 
of Thy divine majesty; that those of us 
who, from our sharing in this present sac- 
rifice, shall receive the most sacred Body 
and Blood of Thy Son, may be filled with 
every grace and heavenly blessing. Through 
the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Commemoration of the dead. 

Be mindful, O Lord, also of Thy ser- 
vants who have gone before us with the 
sign of faith, and the rest in the sleep of 
peace. 

(Priest and people pray silently for those 
departed whom they desire to remember 
in a special manner.) 

To these, O Lord, and to all who sleep 
in Christ, we beseech Thee to grant, of 
Thy goodness, a state of comfort, light 
and peace. Through the same Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Commemoration of the celebrating priest. 

To us also, sinners, yet Thy servants, 
trusting in the greatness of Thy mercy, 
deign to grant some share of heavenly 
bliss in union with Thy holy apostles and 
Martyrs: with John, Stephen, Matthias, 
Barnabas, Ignatius, Alexander, Marcellinus, 
Peter, Felicitas, Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, 
Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia, and all Thy 
saints; into whose company we implore 
Thee to admit us, not weighing our merits, 
but freely granting us pardon. Through 
Christ our Lord. 

Through whom, O Lord, Thou dost 
ever provide, make holy, fill with life, 
make fruitful of good, and bestow upon 
us all these Thy gifts. 


Solemn Doxology and little elevation. 

Through Him, and with Him, and in 
Him, is to Thee, God the Father almighty, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor 
and glory, per omnia saecula saeculorum. 
All: Amen. 


HOLY COMMUNION 

Priest: Let us pray. Directed by saving 
precepts and prompted by divine instruc- 
tion, we make bold to say: 


UR FATHER, who art in heaven, hal- 

lowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give those who trespass against us. Et ne 
nos inducas in tentationem. All: Sed libera 
nos a malo. Priest: Amen. 





ELIVER US, O Lord, we beseech Thee, 
from all evils, past, present, and to 
come; and through the intercession of the 
blessed and glorious Mary ever Virgin, 
mother of God, together with Thy blessed 
apostles, Peter and Paul and Andrew, and 
all the Saints, grant of Thy goodness, peace 
in our days, that aided by the riches of 
Thy mercy, we may be always free from 
sin and safe from all disturbance. Through 
the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who is living and reigning with Thee in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, per 
omnia saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 
Priest: Pax Domini sit semper vobiscum. 
All: Et cum spiritu tuo. 

Priest: May this mingling and hallowing 
of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ help us who receive it unto life 
everlasting. Amen. 


Lamb of God, who takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins 
of the world, grant us peace. 


Prayers of immediate preparation for 
Holy Communion. 


O LORD JESUS CHRIST, who hast said to 
Thine apostles: Peace I leave unto 
you, my peace I give unto you, regard not 
my sins but the faith of Thy Church, and 
deign to keep it in peace and unity, ac- 
cording to Thy will: who are living and 
reigning, as God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 
who by the Father’s will, with the co- 
operation of the Holy Spirit, has given 
life to the world through Thine own death, 
deliver me, by this Thy most holy Body and 
Blood, from all my sins and from every 
evil. Make me always obedient to Thy 
commandments, and never permit me to 
be separated from Thee: who with the 
same God the Father and the Holy Spirit 
art living and reigning, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


Let not the partaking of Thy Body, O 
Lord Jesus Christ, which I all unworthy 
am about to receive, turn to my condem- 
nation and punishment, but by reason of 
Thy fatherly love may it be to my advan- 
tage as a safeguard of both soul and body, 
like a well-taken remedy: who art living 
and reigning with God the Father in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


The celebrant’s Communion. 

I will take the Bread of heaven, and call 
upon the name of the Lord. 

Lord, I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldst enter under my roof: say but the 
word and my soul shall be healed (three 
times). 

May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve my soul unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 

What return shall I make to the Lord 
for all that He has given me? I will take 
the Chalice of salvation, and I will call 
upon the name of the Lord. Praising I will 
call upon the Lord, and I shall be saved 
from my enemies. 
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May the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
keep my soul unto life everlasting. Amen. 


The people’s Communion. 


After the Confiteor has been said as an 
act of contrition, and the absolution given, 
the priest shows a sacred Host, saying: 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him 
who takes away the sins of the world. 

Lord, I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldst enter under my roof: say but 
the word and my soul shall be healed 
(three times). 


As he gives holy Communion the priest 
says to each: 

May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve your soul unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 

While he cleanses the sacred vessels, he 
prays: 

What we have taken like bodily food, 
may we treasure in a pure heart; and may 
what is given us in time be our provision 
for eternity. 

May Thy Body, O Lord, which I have 
eaten, and Thy Blood, which I have drunk, 
affect me to the depths of my being; grant 
that no taint of sin be found in me, whom 
these pure and holy mysteries have re- 
newed: who art living and reigning for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


COMMUNION VERSE: Matt. 26:42 
Father, if this cup cannot pass away 
unless I drink it, Thy will be done. 


POSTCOMMUNION 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Let us pray. O Lord, may this 
Mystery so act upon us as to blot out our 
sins and fullfil all our rightful desires. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
who is living and reigning with Thee in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, per 
omnia saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 


CONCLUDING PRAYERS 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Benedicamus Domino. All: Deo 
gratias. 


Bowing over the altar, the priest sum- 
marizes the meaning of the Sacrifice in a 
concluding prayer: 

Priest: May the tribute of my worship 
be pleasing to Thee, most holy Trinity, 
and grant that the sacrifice which I, all 
unworthy, have offered in the presence of 
Thy Majesty, may be acceptable to Thee, 
and through Thy mercy obtain forgiveness 
for me and all those for whom I have 
offered it. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Turning towards the people, he dismisses 
them with a blessing, saying: 


Priest: May Almighty God bless you: 
the Father, the Son, ** and the Holy Spirit. 
Servers: Amen. 


In the Mass with the blessing of palms, 
the priest and ministers now return to the 
sacristy. In other Masses today, however, 
the priest reads in conclusion the Gospel 
of the blessing of palms: cf. “C”, p. 2. 











HOLY THURSDAY 


Station at St. John Lateran 


On this day our Lord instituted the 
Eucharist; at the Last Supper He prepared 
the Meal that should through the ages 
unite His members in Himself. Today is 
therefore the Day of Christian Community, 
and of divine and fraternal charity. 


Foremass 

As the celebrant and his ministers move 
in procession through the church to the 
altar, the choir sings the Introit. 


INTROIT: Gal. 6:14 

But as for us, God forbid that we should 
glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: for in him is our salvation, life 
and resurrection, through him we have 
been saved and set free. (Ps. 66:2.) May 
God have pity on us and bless us; may he 
let his face shine upon us, and have mercy 
on us.—But as for us. 


Arrived at the foot of the altar, the 
celebrant and his ministers, in the name of 
all, confess and beg pardon for their sins 
against God and for their offenses against 
each other. 


Priest: In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
I will go in unto the altar of God. 

Servers: Unto God, who gives joy to 
my youth. 

Priest: Our help is in the name of the 
Lord. 

Servers: Who made heaven and earth. 

Priest: I confess to almighty God, etc. 

Servers: May almighty God have mercy 
upon you, forgive you your sins, and bring 
you to life everlasting. 

Priest: Amen. 


Servers: I confess to almighty God, to 
blessed Mary ever Virgin, to blessed 
Michael the Archangel, to blessed John 
the Baptist, to the holy apostles Peter and 
Paul, to all the Saints, and to you Father, 
that I have sinned exceedingly in thought, 
word and deed, (striking the breast three 
times) through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault. Therefore 
I beseech blessed Mary ever Virgin, blessed 
Michael the Archangel, blessed John the 
Baptist, the holy apostles Peter and Paul, 
all the Saints, and you, Father, to pray to 
the Lord our God for me. 

Priest: May almighty God have mercy 
upon you, forgive you your sins, and bring 
you to life everlasting. 

Servers: Amen. 

Priest: May the almighty and merciful 
Lord grant us pardon, absolution and re- 
mission of our sins. 

Servers: Amen. 

Priest: Thou wilt turn again, O God, 
and quicken us. 

Servers: And Thy people shall rejoice in 
Thee. 

Priest: Show unto us, O Lord, Thy 
mercy. 

Servers: And grant us Thy salvation. 
Priest: O Lord, hear my prayer. 








Servers: 
Thee. 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 

Servers: And with your spirit. 


And let my cry come unto 


Ascending the altar, the priest prays 
silently: 

Priest: Let us pray. Take away all our 
iniquities, we beseech Thee, O Lord, that 
we may be worthy to enter with pure 
minds into the holy of holies. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. (Kissing the altar 
stone, he continues:) We beseech Thee, 
O Lord, by the merits of Thy Saints whose 
relics are here, and of all the Saints, mer- 
cifully to forgive me all my sins. Amen. 


KYRIE 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 


GLORIA 
Today we experience profound joy be- 
cause of Christ’s supreme gift of the 
Eucharist. The GLORIA, a joyous song of 
praise, is therefore restored to today’s Mass, 
and during its singing the organ plays, and 
altar and church bells are range—to remain 
silent thereafter until the Mass of the 
Easter Vigil. 
LORY TO GOD in the highest. And on 
earth peace to men of good will. We 
praise Thee. We bless Thee. We adore 
Thee. We glorify Thee. We give Thee 
thanks for Thy great glory. O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father almighty. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son. 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father. Who takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us. Who takest away 
the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 
Who sittest at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. For thou alone art holy. 
Thou alone art Lord. Thou alone, O Jesus 
Christ, art most high. Together with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 


COLLECT 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Let us pray. O God who didst 
punish Judas for his betrayal and reward 
the thief for his faith, let us experience 
Thy mercy; and as our Lord Jesus Christ 
during His passion gave to each of them as 
he deserved, may He now free us from 
past guilt and extend to us the grace of 
His resurrection: who is living and reign- 
ing with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, per omnia saecula saecu- 
lorum. All: Amen. 


EPISTLE: A reading from the First Letter 

of blessed Paul to the Corinthians (11:20- 

32). 

pablus When you meet together, it is 
no longer possible to eat the Lord’s 

Supper. For at the meal, each one takes 

first his own supper, and one is hungry, 





and another drinks overmuch. Have you 


not houses for your eating and drinking? 
Or do you despise the church of God and 
put to shame the needy? What am I to 
say to you? Am I to commend you? In 
this | do not commend you. 

For | myself have received from the 
Lord (what | also delivered to you), that 
the Lord Jesus, on the night in which he 
was betrayed, took bread, and giving thanks 
broke, and said, “This is my body which 
shall be given up for you; do this in re. 
membrance of me.” In like manner also 
the cup, after he had supped, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood; do 
this as often as you drink it, in remem- 
brance of me. For as often as you shall 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you pro- 
claim the death of the Lord, until he comes,” 

Therefore whoever eats this bread or 
drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily, will 
be guilty of the body and the blood of the 
Lord. But let a man prove himself, and so 
let him eat of that bread and drink of the 
cup; for he who eats and drinks unworthily, 
without distinguishing the body, eats and 
drinks judgment to himself. This is why 
many among you are infirm and weak, and 
many sleep. But if we judged ourselves, 
we should not thus be judged. But when 
we are judged, we are being chastised by 
the Lord that we may not be condemned 
with this world. 


GRADUAL: Phil. 2:8-9 

Christ for our sake became obedient to 
death, even to death on a cross. V. There- 
fore God also has exalted him, and has 
bestowed upon him the name that is above 
every name. 


GOSPEL: John 13:1-15 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. Priest: Sequentia sancti Evan- 
gelii secundum Joannem. All: Gloria tibi, 
Domine. 


EFORE THE FEAST of the Passover, Jesus, 

knowing that his hour had come, to 
pass out of this world to the Father, hav- 
ing loved his own who were in the world, 
loved them to the end. And during the sup- 
per, the devil having already put it into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of 
Simon, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that 
the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come forth from 
God and was going to God, rose from the 
supper and laid aside his garments, and 
taking a towel girded himself. Then he 
poured water into the basin and began to 
wash the feet of the disciples, and to dry 
them with the towel with which he was 
girded. 

He came, then, to Simon Peter. And 
Peter said to him, “Lord, dost thou wash 
my feet?” Jesus answered and said to him, 
“What I do thou knowest not now; but 
thou shalt know hereafter.” Peter said to 
him, “Thou shalt never wash my feet!” 
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash 
thee, thou shalt have no part with me.” 
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my 
feet only, but also my hands and my head!” 
Jesus said to him, “He who has bathed 
needs only to wash, and he is clean all 
over. And you are clean, but not all.” For 
he knew who it was that would betray him. 
This is why he said, “You are not all 
clean.” 

Now after he had washed their feet and 
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HOLY THURSDAY 


put on his garments, when he had reclined 
again, he said to them, “Do you know 
what I have done to you? You call me 
Master and Lord, and you say well, for so 
Lam. If, therefore, I the Lord and Master 
have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash the feet of one another. For I have 
given you an example, that as I have done 
to you, so you also should do.” 


The Maundy, or Washing of Feet 

T THE Last Supper, when He gave us 

the Sacrament of His divine love, 
Jesus showed us an example of “service” 
by washing the feet of His disciples, “com- 
manding” them to imitate Him. The rite of 
washing of feet was therefore called “Man- 
datum” (Command). It gave its name to 
the day itself: “Mandatum” or “Maundy” 
Thursday. Pope Pius XII by his decree of 
November 16, 1955, again restored it to 
general usage wherever local authorities 
deem it appropriate. His purpose was to 
stress the aspect of fraternal charity on this 
day of the institution of the Eucharist. 


According to circumstances, some or all 
of the first seven antiphons may be omitted. 
But the hymn vuBI Caritas (see below) 
must be sung or at least recited. 


Ant. 1. “A new commandment I give 
you: that you love one another, as I have 
loved you,” says the Lord. (Ps. 1/8:1). 
Happy are they whose way is blameless, 
who walk in the law of the Lord.—**A new 
commandment...” 

Ant. 2. After rising from supper, the 
Lord poured water into the basin, and be- 
gan to wash the feet of the disciples. This 
example he left them. (Ps. 47:2.) Great is 
the Lord and wholly to be praised, in the 
city of our God, on his holy mountain.— 
After rising ... 

Ant. 3. The Lord Jesus, after he had 
supped with his disciples, washed their 
feet and said to them, “Do you know what 
I have done to you, I, the Lord and Mas- 
ter? I have given you an example, that so 
you also should do.” (Ps. 84:2.) You have 
favored, O Lord, your land; you have re- 
stored the well-being of Jacob.—The Lord 
Jesus ... 

Ant. 4. “Lord, dost thou wash my feet?” 
Jesus answered and said to him, “If I do 
not wash thy feet, thou shalt have no part 
with me.” V. He came, then, to Simon 
Peter, and Peter said to him.—“Lord, dost 
thou. . .” V. “What I do, thou knowest 
not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.”— 
“Lord, dost thou. . . .” 

Ant. 5: “If I, your Lord and Master, 
have washed your feet, how much more 
ought you also. to wash the feet of one an- 
other!” (Ps. 48:2.) Hear this, all you peo- 
ples; hearken, all who dwell in the world. 
—“If I, your Lord... .” 

Ant. 6. “By this will all men know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another. V. Jesus said to his disciples, 
—“By this will all men... .” 

Ant. 7: Let there abide in you faith, 
hope and charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity. 

V. Now there abide faith, hope and 
charity, these three; the greatest of these is 
charity—Let there abide ... 


UBI CARITAS 
Where charity and love abide, there is 
od. 





V. The love of Christ has gathered us j; 


together; 

V. Let us be gay in Him, and cheerful; 

V. Let us love and be in awe of the liv- 
ing God. 

V. And love each other with honest 
hearts. 

(Refrain:) Where charity and love... 


V. So now that we are gathered together 

V. Let us take care not to be isolated in 
ourselves. 

V. Let ill will, quarrels, and disagree- 
ments stop, 

V. And Christ our God be among us. 

(Refrain:) Where charity and love... 


V. And together, with the saints, 

V. May we see Your face in glory, 
Christ our God. 

V. That is straight, unmeasured joy, 

V. For ages on unending ages. 

Amen. 


After the washing, the priest resumes his 
chasuble, and returns to the altar, where 
he leads in the following versicles and col- 
lect. 


Pater noster (silently, till) V. And lead 
us not into temptation. R. But deliver us 
from evil. 

V. Thou hast ordered Thy command- 
ments, Lord, 

R. To be kept most faithfully. 

V. Thou didst wash the feet of Thy dis- 
ciples. 

R. Do not scorn the work of Thy own 
hands. 

V. Lord, hear my prayer. 

R. And let my cry come unto Thee. 

V. The Lord be with you. 

R. And with your spirit. 


Let us pray. Look with favor upon the 
performance of our service, Lord, we pray. 
Since Thou didst graciously wash the feet 
of Thy disciples, do not scorn the work of 
Thy own hands which Thou hast bidden 
us to perpetuate. As the outward stains are 
here washed away for us and by us, may 
all our sins which inwardly defile be simi- 
larly blotted out by Thee. Mercifully grant 
us this grace: Thou who art living and 
reigning with God the Father, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, per omnia 
saecula saeculorum, All: Amen. i 


If the Maundy or washing takes place 
outside of Mass, the above order is ob- 
served, but is preceded by the singing of 
Gospel account: cf. p. 8, col. 3. 


The Mass of the faithful 
Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. Priest: Oremus. 


OFFERTORY VERSE: Ps. 117:16, 17 

The right hand of the Lord has struck 
with power, the right hand of the Lord has 
exalted me. I shall not die, but live, and 
declare the works of the Lord. 


OFFERING PRAYERS 
For the Offering Prayers cf. p. 6, col. 1. 


SECRET 


Lord, holy Father, almighty everlasting 


God, we beg that our sacrifice be made 
pleasing to Thee by Him who on this day 
instituted it and instructed His disciples to 
enact it in memory of Him: Jesus Christ 
Himself, Thy Son our Lord, who is living 
and reigning with Thee in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God. 












PREFACE 
For the Preface and saNctus cf. p. 6, 
CObe dhe 


THE CANON 

Commemoration of the Church and her 
Hierarchy. 

And now, most gracious Father, we hum- 
bly beg of Thee and entreat Thee, through 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, to deem 
acceptable and bless these gifts, now set 
apart for the holy and all-perfect sacrifice; 
which we offer unto Thee especially for 
Thy holy Catholic Church, that Thou 
wouldst deign to keep it in peace and unity, 
to protect and sustain it throughout the 
world; together with Thy servant N., our 
Pope, and N., our Bishop, and all true- 
believing guardians and promoters of the 
Catholic and apostolic faith. 


Commemoration of this community. 

Be mindful, O Lord, of Thy servants 
and handmaids, N. and N.... (Pause and 
silently pray for those whom you desire to 
remember in a special manner.) . . . and 
of all here present, whose faith is known 
to Thee and likewise their devotion, on 
whose behalf we offer unto Thee, and who 
themselves offer unto Thee, this sacrifice 
of praise for themselves and all who are 
theirs, for the good of their souls, accord- 
ing to their hope of salvation and deliver- 
ance from all harm, and pay Thee the 
homage which they owe Thee, eternal God, 
living and true. 


Commemoration of the Church Trium- 
phant. 

United in Thy only Church, we celebrate 
that most holy day, on which our Lord 
Jesus Christ was delivered up for us, and 
likewise honor the memory, first of the 
glorious and immaculate Virgin Mary, 
mother of our Lord and God, Jesus Christ; 
then that of Thy blessed apostles and mar- 
tyrs, Peter and Paul, Andrew, James, John, 
Thomas, James, Philip, Bartholomew, Mat- 
thew, Simon, and Thaddeus; Linus, Cletus, 
Clement, Sixtus, Cornelius, Cyprian, Law- 
rence, Chrysogonus, John and Paul, Cosmas 
and Damian, and of all Thy Saints, by 
whose merits and prayers grant that we 
may be’ always favored with the help of 
Thy protection. Through the same Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Prayers of offering. 

We further beseech Thee, O Lord, to re- 
ceive in atonement this sacrifice of adora- 
tion from us and from all Thy household, 
which we offer to Thee on this day when 
our Lord Jesus Christ charged His disciples 
to celebrate the Mysteries-of His Body and 
His Blood. Provide that our days be spent 
in Thy peace, save us from everlasting 
damnation, and cause us to be numbered 
among those whom Thou hast chosen. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Do Thou, O God, deign to bless. what 
we offer, and make it approved, effective, 
worthy and pleasing in every way, that it 
may become for our good the Body and 
the Blood of Thy dearly beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


The Consecration. 
Who, the day before He suffered for our 
salvation and that of all men, that is to 
say, today, took bread into His holy and 
venerable hands, and having raised His 
eyes to heaven, unto Thee, His almighty 





Father, giving thanks to Thee, blessed it, 
and broke it, and gave it to His disciples, 
saying: Take ye all, and eat of this: for 


THIS IS MY BODY 
(Elevation of the Sacred Host.) 


In like manner, when the supper was 
done, taking also this goodly chalice into 
His holy and venerable hands, again giv- 
ing thanks to Thee, He blessed it and gave 
it to His disciples, saying: Take ye all, and 
drink of this for 


THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD OF 
THE NEW AND ETERNAL TESTAMENT: 
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH: WHICH 
SHALL BE SHED FOR YOU AND FOR 
MANY UNTO THE REMISSION OF SINS 


(Elevation of the Chalice.) 


As often as you shall do these things, in 
memory of Me shall you do them. 


The “Memorial” prayer. 

Wherefore, O Lord, we Thy servants, 
and likewise Thy holy people, calling to 
mind not only the blessed passion of the 
same Christ Thy Son, our Lord, but also 
His resurrection from the dead, and finally 
His glorious ascension into heaven, offer 
unto Thy supreme majesty, of Thy gifts 
bestowed upon us, the pure, the holy, the 
all-perfect sacrifice of thanks for our re- 
demption—the holy Bread of life eternal 
and the Chalice of unending salvation. 


Offering prayers. 

Do Thou deign to regard it with gra- 
cious and kindly attention and hold it ac- 
ceptable, as Thou didst deign to esteem the 
offerings of Thy holy servant Abel, and the 
sacrifice of Abraham our Patriarch, and 
that which Thy chief priest Melchisedech 
offered unto Thee, a holy sacrifice of 
thanks, in full accordance with Thy will. 

Most humbly we implore Thee, almighty 
God, cause these our mystic offerings to 
be brought by the hands of Thy holy An- 
gel unto Thine altar above, before the face 
of Thy divine majesty; that those of us 
who, from our sharing in this present sacri- 
fice, shall receive the most sacred Body 
and Blood of Thy Son, may be filled with 
every grace and heavenly blessing. Through 
the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Commemoration of the dead. 

Be mindful, O Lord, also of Thy servants 
who have gone before us with the sign of 
faith, and rest in the sleep of peace. 


(Priest and people pray silently for those 
departed whom they desire to remember in 
a special manner.) 

To these, O Lord, and to all who sleep 
in Christ, we beseech Thee to grant, of 
Thy goodness, a state of comfort, light and 
peace. Through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Commemoration of the celebrating Priest. 

To us also, sinners, yet Thy servants, 
trusting in the greatness of Thy mercy, 
deign to grant same share of heavenly bliss 
in union with Thy holy apostles and mar- 
tyrs: with John, Stephen, Matthias, Barna- 
bas, Ignatius, Alexander, Marcellinus, Pe- 
ter, Felicitas, Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, Ag- 
nes, Cecilia, Anastasia, and all Thy saints; 
into whose company we implore Thee to 
admit us, not weighing our merits, but free- 








ly granting us pardon. Through Christ our 
Lord. 

Through whom, O Lord, Thou dost ever 
provide, make holy, fill with life, make 
fruitful of good, and bestow upon us all 
these Thy gifts. 


Solemn Doxology and little elevation. 

Through Him, and with Him, and in 
Him, is to Thee, God the Father almighty, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor 
and glory. Priest: per omnia saecula saecu- 
lorum. All: Amen. 


HOLY COMMUNION 

Priest: Let us pray. Directed by saving 
precepts and prompted by divine instruc- 
tion we make bold to say: 

UR FATHER, who art in heaven, hal- 

lowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give those who trespass against us. Priest: 
Et ne nos inducas in tentationem. All: Sed 
libera nos a malo. Priest: Amen. 

Priest: Deliver us, O Lord, we beseech 
Thee, from all evils, past, present, and to 
come; and through the intercession of the 
blessed and glorious Mary ever Virgin, 
mother of God, together with Thy blessed 
apostles, Peter and Paul and Andrew, and 
all the Saints, grant of Thy goodness, peace 
in our days, that aided by the riches of 
Thy mercy, we may be always free from 
sin and safe from all disturbance. Through 
the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who is liv- 
ing and reigning with Thee in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, per omnia saecula 
saeculorum. All: Amen. Priest: Pax Domi- 
ni sit semper vobiscum. All: Et cum spiritu 
tuo. 

Priest: May this mingling of the Body 
and the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
help us who receive it to life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us. 


Prayers of immediate preparation for 
Holy Communion. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living 
God, who by the Father’s will, with the 
cooperation of the Holy Spirit, hast given 
life to the world through Thine own death, 
deliver me by this Thy most holy Body 
and Blood, from all my sins and from 
every evil. Make me always obedient to 
Thy commandments, and never permit me 
to be separated from Thee: who with the 
same God the Father and the Holy Spirit 
art living and reigning, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Let not the partaking of Thy Body, O 
Lord Jesus Christ, which I all unworthy 
am about to receive, turn to my condemna- 
tion and punishment, but by reason of Thy 
fatherly love may it be to my advantage as 
a safeguard of both soul and body, like 
a well-taken remedy: who art living and 
reigning with God the Father in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 


The celebrant’s Communion. 
I will take the Bread of heaven, and call 
upon the name of the Lord. 








HOLY THURSDAY 


Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldst 
enter under my roof: say but the word and 
my soul shall be healed (three times). 

May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve my soul unto life everlasting, 
Amen. 

What return shall I make to the Lord 
for all that He has given me? I will take 
the Chalice of salvation, and I will call 
upon the name of the Lord. Praising I will 
call upon the Lord, and I shall be saved 
from my enemies. 

May the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
keep my soul unto life everlasting. Amen. 


The people’s Communion. The usual 
Confiteor and absolution are omitted. The 
priest shows a sacred Host, saying: 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him 
who takes away the sins of the world. 

Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldst 
enter under my roof: say but the word and 
my soul shall be healed (three times). 

As he gives holy Communion the priest 
says to each: 

May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve your soul unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 


COMMUNION VERSE 

John 13:12, 13, 15. The Lord Jesus, 
after his supper with his disciples, washed 
their feet and said to them: “Do you know 
what I have done to you, I, your Lord and 
Master? I have given you an example, that 
so you also should do.” 


The Communion verse may be sung to 
accompany the distribution of the Sacra- 
ment. Appropriate psalms may be added: 
Pss. 22, 71, 103, 150: the Communion anti- 
phon is then repeated as.a refrain after 
each psalm verse. Psalm 22, given here, 
sings of Christ, as our Good Shepherd and 
Host. Appropriate too, if circumstances 
permit, would be the hymn, UBI CARITAS, 
one of the Church’s most beautiful songs, 
both as to content and melody—see p. 9. 


Psalm 22. The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want. * In verdant pastures he 
gives me repose. 

Beside restful waters he leads me; * he 
refreshes my soul. 

He guides me in right paths * for his 
name’s sake. 

Even though I walk in the dark valley * 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side 

With your rod and your staff * that 
give me courage. 

You spread the table before me * in the 
sight of my foes; 

You anoint my head with oil; * my cup 
overflows. 

Only goodness and kindness follow me * 
all the days of my life; 

And I shall dwell in the house of the 
Lord * for years to come. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
* and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 


While he cleanses the sacred vessels, he 
prays: 

What we have taken like bodily food, 
may we treasure in a pure heart; and may 
what is given us in time be our provision 
for eternity. 

May Thy Body, O Lord, which I have 
eaten, and Thy Blood, which I have drunk, 
affect me to the depths of my being; grant 
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GOOD FRIDAY 


that no taint of sin be found in me, whom 
these pure and holy mysteries have re- 
newed: who art living and reigning for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


pOSTCOMMUNION 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Let us pray. Strengthened by this 
life-giving nourishment, we beg Thee, O 
Lord, that by the gift of Thy immortality 
we may one day enjoy the full possession 
of the Mystery we here re-enact during our 
mortal life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, who is living and reigning with 
Thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, Per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: 
Amen. 


CONCLUDING PRAYERS 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Benedicamus Domino. All: Deo 
gratias. 


Bowing over the altar, the priest sum- 
marizes the meaning of the Sacrifice in a 
concluding prayer: 

Priest: May the tribute of my worship 
be pleasing to Thee, most holy Trinity, and 
grant that the sacrifice which I, all un- 
worthy, have offered in the presence of 
Thy majesty, may be acceptable to Thee, 
and through Thy mercy obtain forgiveness 
for me and all those for whom I have 
offered it. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The usual Last Gospel is omitted. The 
priest now prepares to bring the Ciborium, 
with its Hosts for tomorrow’s Communion, 
to the altar of repose. 


Transfer of the Blessed Sacrament to 
the altar of repose 


FTER the Blessed Sacrament is censed, 

the procession forms, led by the cross- 
bearer. During it St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
famous hymn, PANGE LINGUA GLORIOSI, in 
honor of the Eucharist is sung. 


Sing my tongue! Acclaim Christ present, 
Veiled within this sacred Sign: 

Precious blood and risen body, 

Under forms of bread and wine: 
Blood once shed for man’s redemption 
By his king, of David's line. 


Heaven’s promised Gift to mankind. 
Born to us of one most pure, 

Spends His earthly days among us 
Plants the seed of faith secure, 

Ends His mission, leaves a symbol 
Of the death He will endure: 


Dining with His twelve apostles 

On the night before He died, 
Taking for the Paschal supper 
Foods the Law had specified, 

Lo, He sets new bread before them, 
Handing each—Christ crucified! 


Word-made-flesh makes bread His body, 
Consecrates it by His word. 

Wine becomes the blood of Jesus: 

He it is whose voice is heard. 

Minds in doubt need faith’s assurance: 
God who spoke can not have erred. 


The above stanzas are repeated, if need 
be, until the procession arrives at the altar 
of repose. There, the Blessed Sacrament is 
censed, while the last two stanzas of the 
hymn, TANTUM ERGO and GENITORI, GENI- 
TOQUE, are sung. 





Bowing low, then, offer homage 
To a Sacrament so great! 

Here is new and perfect worship; 
All the old must terminate. 
Senses cannot grasp this marvel: 
Faith must serve to compensate. 


Praise and glorify the Father, 
Bless His Son’s life-giving Name, 
Singing Their eternal Godhead, 
Power, majesty and fame, 

Offering Their Holy Spirit 

Equal worship and acclaim. Amen. 


After having placed the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in the tabernacle, the sacred ministers 
silently adore, and then return to the sac- 
risty, where the priest and deacon put on 
violet stoles for the stripping of the altar. 


The stripping of the altar 


The altar of sacrifice is a symbol of 
Christ Himself. The rite of stripping the 
altar is therefore meant to recall to our 
minds how Christ was stripped of His gar- 
ments during His passion. Psalm 21 is 
prayed. 


Ant. They divide my garments among 
them, and for my vesture they cast lots. 

Ps. 21. My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me, * far from my prayer, from 
the words of my cry? 

O my God, I cry out by day, and you 
answer not; * by night and there is no re- 
lief for me. 

Yet you are enthroned in the holy place, 
* O Glory of Israel! 

In you our fathers trusted; * they 
trusted, and you delivered them. 

To you they cried, and they escaped; * 
in you they trusted, and they were not put 
to shame. 

But I am a worm, not a man; * the 
scorn of men, despised by the people. 

All who see me scoff at me; * they mock 
me with parted lips, they wag their heads: 

“He relied on the Lord; let him deliver 
him, * let him rescue him, if he loves him.” 

You have been my guide since I was 
first formed, * my security at my mother’s 
breast. 

To you I was committed at birth, * from 
my mother’s womb you are my God. 

Be not far from me, for I am in distress; 
* be near, for I have no one to help me. 

Many bullocks surround me: the strong 
bulls of Basan encircle me. 








Il” 


They open their mouths against me * 
like ravening and roaring lions. 

I am like water poured out; * all my 
bones are racked. 

My heart has become like wax * melting 
away within my bosom. 

My throat is dried up like baked clay, 
my tongue cleaves to my jaws; * to the 
dust of death you have brought me down. 

Indeed, many dogs surround me, * a 
pack of evildoers closes in upon me; 

They have pierced my hands and my 
feet; * I can count all my bones. 

They look on and gloat over me; they 
divide my garments among them, * and 
for my vesture they cast lots. 

But you, O Lord, be not far from me; * 
O my help, hasten to aid me. 

Rescue my soul from the sword, * my 
loneliness from the grip of the dog. 

Save me from the lion’s mouth; * from 
the horns of the wild bulls, my wretched 
life. 

I will proclaim your name to my breth- 
ren; * in the midst of the assembly I will 
praise you: 

“You who fear the Lord, praise him; * 
all you descendants of Jacob, give glory 
to him; revere him, all you descendants of 
Israel! 

For he has not spurned nor disdained * 
the wretched man in his misery. 

Nor did he turn his face away from him, 
* but when he cried out to him, he heard 
him.” 

So by your gift will 1 utter praise in the 
vast assembly; * I will fulfill my vows be- 
fore those who fear him. 

The lowly shall eat their fill; they who 
seek the Lord shali praise him: * “May 
your hearts be ever merry!” 

All the ends of the earth * shall re- 
member and turn to the Lord; 

All the families of the nations * shall 
bow down before him. For dominion is the 
Lord’s * and he rules the nations. 

To him alone shall bow down * all who 
sleep in the earth; 

Before him shall bend * all who go 
down into the dust. 

And to him my soul shall live; * my 
descendants shall serve him. 

Let the coming generation be told of the 
Lord that they may proclaim to a people 
yet to be born * the justice he has shown. 

Ant. They divide my garments among 
them, and for my vesture they cast lots. 


GOOD FRIDAY 


Station at Holy Cross in Jerusalem 


HE OFFICIAL NAME for today is “Friday 

of the Passion and Death of the Lord.” 
It is a day of mourning, of prayerful con- 
templation of the Cross on which hung the 
Victim of our sins. To impress us with a 
sense of sorrow and desolation, the Church 
has always deprived her children of the 
Sacrifice of the Mass on this day; and holy 
Communion, too, in more recent centuries 
was restricted to the celebrant only. With 
a decree of November 16, 1955, however, 
the Holy Father extended the reception of 
Communion to all the faithful. 


The service consists of four parts: A. 








The Scripture Readings. B. The Solemn 
Prayers. C. The Adoration of the Cross. 
D. Holy Communion. 


A. The Scripture readings 

The altar is bare. The celebrant and min-. 
isters are vested in sorrowful black. In si- 
lent procession they walk through the: 
church to the altar. There they lie prostrate: 
in prayer, while the congregation kneels 
with bowed heads. 

All remain kneeling, while the celebrant: 
prays the first collect. 


COLLECT: Thou, O God, by the passion of? 
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Thy Christ, our Lord, didst annul the 
death of original sin to which all mankind 
was heir: grant now that we who by neces- 
sity resemble Him in His earthly nature, 
may be moulded into His image and thus 
by Thy sanctifying power resemble Him 
also in His divine holiness. Per eundem 
Christum Dominum nostrum, All: Amen. 
All sit, and listen to the reading. 


LESSON: Osee 6:1-6: Thus says the Lord: 

In their affliction, they will rise up early 
and seek me, saying: 

“Come, let us return to the Lord. 

For he has wounded us, that he may heal us; 

he has stricken, and he will cure us. 

He will revive us after two days: 

on the third day he will raise us up, 

and we shall live in his sight. 


Let us know, let us eagerly strive to know 


the Lord. 

His going forth is as certain as the dawn, 

and he shall come to us as the early and 
late rains upon the earth.” 

What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

What shail I do with you, O Juda? 

Your love is as a fleeting cloud at daybreak, 

and as the dew that fast disappears in the 
morning. 

For this reason have I hewn them by my 
prophets, 

I have slain them by the words of my 
mouth: 

it is my judgment upon you that shall ap- 
pear as surely as the dawn. 

For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice: 

and the knowledge of God more than holo- 
causts. 


RESPOND: Habacuc 3. Lord, I have heard 
the report of thee, and was afraid; I con- 
templated thy work, and trembled. V. In 
the midst of two creatures thou shalt make 
thyself known. When the years have run 
their course, thou shalt be made known; 
when the time has come, thou willst reveal 
thyself. V. When my soul shall tremble 
before thy wrath, be mindful of thy mer- 
cy. V. God shall come from Lebanon, the 
Holy One shall come from the shady and 
thickly wooded mountain. V. His glory 
covers the heaven, and the earth is full of 
his praise. 

Priest: Oremus. 
Flectamus genua. 

All kneel in silent prayer, begging God’s 
pardon for their sins. 

Priest (or deacon): Levate. 


Priest (or deacon): 


All stand, while the priest reads the col- 
lect, which officially “collects” their indi- 
vidual prayers. 


COLLECT: O God, who didst punish Judas 
for his betrayal and reward the thief for 
his faith, let us experience Thy mercy; 
and as our Lord Jesus Christ during His 
passion gave to each of them as he de- 
served, may He now free us from past guilt 
and extend to us the grace of His resur- 
tection: who is living and reigning with 
Thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: 
Amen. 


All sit and listen to the reading. 


‘SECOND LESSON: Exodus 12:1-11 

In those days the Lord said to Moses 
and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “This 
month shall stand at the head of your 
calendar; you shall reckon it the first month 








of the year. Tell the whole community of 
Israel: On the tenth of this month every 
one of your families must procure for 
itself a lamb, one apiece for each house- 
hold. If a family is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join the nearest household in 
procuring one and shall share in the lamb 
in proportion to the number of persons 
who partake of it. The lamb must be a 
year-old male and without blemish. You 
may take it from either the sheep or the 
goats. You shall keep it until the four- 
teenth day of this month, and then, with 
the whole assembly of Israel present, it 
shall be slaughtered during the evening twi- 
light. They shall take some of its blood 
and apply it to the two doorposts and the 
lintel of every house in which they par- 
take of the lamb. That same night they 
shall eat its roasted flesh with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs. It shall not be eaten 
raw or boiled, but roasted whole, with its 
head and shanks and inner organs. None 
of it must be kept beyond the next morn- 
ing; whatever is left over in the morning 
shall be burned up. This is how you are to 
eat it: with your loins girt, sandals on 
your feet and your staff in hand, you shall 
eat like those who are in flight. It is the 
Passover of the Lord.” 


RESPOND: 

Ps. 139:2-10, 14: Deliver me, O Lord, 
from evil men; preserve me from violent 
men. V. From those who devise evil in 
their hearts, and stir up wars every day. 
V. They make their tongues sharp as those 
of serpents; the venom of asps is under 
their lips. V. Save me. O Lord, from the 
hands of the wicked; preserve me from 
violent men. V. Who plan to trip up my 
feet—the proud who have hidden a trap 
for me. V. They have spread cords for a 
net; by the wayside they have laid snares 
for me. V. I say to the Lord, you are my 
God; hearken, O Lord, to my voice of 
supplication. V. O God, my Lord, my 
strength and my salvation: you are my 
helmet in the day of battle! V. Grant not, 
O Lord, the desires of the wicked; further 
not their plans. V. Those who surround 
me lift up their heads; may the mischief 
which they threaten overwhelm them. V. 
Surely the just shall give thanks to your 
name; the upright shall dwell in your 
presence. 


GOSPEL: John 18:1-40; 19:1-42. 

**$—Christ. C.—“Chorus,” one person. 
N.—Narrator. CC.—“Chorus,” two or 
more persons. 

N. The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John. At that time, Jesus went 
forth with his disciples beyond the torrent 
of Cedron, where there was a garden into 
which he and his disciples entered. Now 
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the 
place, since Jesus had often met there to- 
gether with his disciples. Judas, then, taking 
the cohort, and attendants from the chief 
priests and Pharisees, came there with lan- 
terns, and torches, and weapons.. Jesus 
therefore knowing all that was to come 
upon him, went forth and said to them: 

** Whom do you seek? 

N. They answered him: 

CC. Jesus of Nazareth. 

N. Jesus said to them: 

* I am he. 

N. Now Judas, who. betrayed him, was 
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also standing with them. When, therefore, 
he said to them, “I am he,” they drew back 
and fell to the ground. So he asked them 
again: 

** Whom do you seek? 

N. And they said. 

CC. Jesus of Nazareth. 

N. Jesus answered: 

* I have told you that I am he. If, 
therefore, you seek me, let these go their 
Way. 

N. That the word which he said might 
be fulfilled, “Of those whom thou hast 
given me, I have not lost one.” Simon 
Peter therefore, having a sword, drew it 
and struck the servant of the high priest 
and cut off his right ear. Now the ser. 
vant’s name was Malchus. Jesus therefore 
said to Peter: 

+ Put up thy sword into the scabbard, 
Shall I not drink the cup that the Father 
has given me? 

N. The cohort therefore and the tribune 
and the attendants of the Jews seized Jesus 
and bound him. And they brought him to 
Annas first, for he was the father-in-law 
of Caiphas, who was the high priest that 
year. Now it was Caiphas who had given 
the counsel to the Jews that it was expe- 
dient that one man should die for the 
people. But Simon Peter was following 
Jesus, and so was another disciple. Now 
that disciple was known to the high priest, 
and he entered with Jesus into the court- 
yard of the high priest. But Peter was 
standing outside at the gate. So the other 
disciple, who was known to the high priest, 
went out and spoke to the portress, and 
brought Peter in. The maid, who was port- 
ress, said therefore to Peter: 

C. Art thou also one of this man’s dis- 
ciples? 

N. He said: 

C. I am not. 

N. Now the servants and attendants 
were standing at a coal fire and warming 
themselves, for it was cold. And Peter was 
also with them, standing and warming him- 
self. The high priest therefore questioned 
Jesus concerning his disciples, and con- 
cerning his teaching. Jesus answered him: 

*: I have spoken openly to the world: 
I have always taught in the synagogue and 
in the temple, where all the Jews gather, 
and in secret I have said nothing. Why 
dost thou question me? Question those 
who have heard what I spoke to them; be- 
hold, these know what I have said. 

N. Now when he had said these things, 
one of the attendants who was standing by 
struck Jesus a blow, saying: 

C. Is that the way thou dost answer the 
high priest? 

N. Jesus answered him: 

+ If I have spoken ill, bear witness to 
the evil; but if well, why dost thou strike 
me? 

N. And Annas sent him bound to 
Caiphas, the high priest. But Simon Peter 
was standing and warming himself. They 
therefore said to him: 

CC. Art thou also one of his disciples? 

N. He denied it, and said: 

C. I am not. 

N. One of the servants of the high priest, 
a relative of him whose ear Peter had cut 
off, said: 

C. Did I not see thee in the garden with 
him? 












4 











sc 
hi 


in; 


fo 


fo 





DAY 


fore, 


them 


. If, 
their 


night 


imon 
Ww it 
driest 

ser- 
efore 


bard, 
ather 


bune 
Jesus 
m to 
1-law 

that 
ziven 
>xpe- 
' the 
wing 
Now 
riest, 
ourt- 

was 
yther 
riest, 

and 
port- 


dis- 


lants 
ning 
was 
him- 
oned 
con- 
nim: 
orld; 
and 
ther, 
Why 
hose 
; be- 


ings, 
g by 


s to 
rike 


eter 
hey 


25? 


“7 


iest, 
cut 


vith 














GOOD FRIDAY 


N. Again, therefore, Peter denied it; 
and at that moment a cock crowed. 

N. They therefore led Jesus from Caiphas 
to the praetorium. Now it was early morn- 
ing, and they themselves did not enter the 
praetorium, that they might not be defiled, 
but might eat the passover. Pilate there- 
fore went outside to them, and said: 

C. What accusation do you bring against 
this man? 

N. They said to him in answer: 

CC. If he were not a criminal we should 
not have handed him over to thee. 

N. Pilate therefore said to them: 

C. Take him yourselves, and judge him 
according to your law. 

N. The Jews, then, said to him: 

CC. It is not lawful for us to put any- 
one to death. 

N. That the word of Jesus might be ful- 
filled which he said, signifying by what 
death he was to die. Pilate therefore again 
entered into the praetorium, and he sum- 
moned Jesus, and said to him: 

C. Art thou the king of the Jews? 

N. Jesus answered: 

* Dost thou say this of thyself, or have 
others told thee of me? 

N. Pilate answered: 

C. Am I a Jew? Thy own people and 
the chief priests have delivered thee to me. 
What hast thou done? 

N. Jesus answered: 

* My kingdom is not of this world. If 
my kingdom were of this world, my fol- 
lowers would have fought that I might not 
be delivered to the Jews. But, as it is, my 
kingdom is not from here. 

N. Pilate therefore said to him: 

C. Thou art then a king? 

N. Jesus answered: 

+ Thou sayest it; I am a king. This is 
why I was born, and why I have come 
into the world, to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth hears my 
voice. 

N. Pilate said to him: 

C. What is truth? 

N. And when he had said this. he went 
outside to the Jews again, and said to them: 

C. I find no guilt in him. But you have 
a custom that I should release someone to 
you at the Passover. Do you wish, there- 
fore, that I release to you the king of the 
Jews? 

N. They all therefore cried out again: 

CC. Not this man, but Barabbas! 

N. Now Barabbas was a robber. 

N. Pilate, then, took Jesus and had him 
scourged. And the soldiers, plaiting a crown 
of thorns, put it upon his head, and arrayed 
him in a purple cloak. And they kept com- 
ing to him and saying: 

CC. Hail, King of the Jews! 

N. And they struck him. Pilate there- 
fore went outside and said to them: 

C. Behold, I bring him out to you, that 
you may know that I find no guilt in him. 

N. Jesus therefore came forth, wearing 
the crown of thorns and the purple cloak. 
And he said to them: 

C. Behold the man! 

N. When, therefore, the chief priests and 
the attendants saw him, they cried out, 
saying: 

CC: Crucify him! Crucify him! 

N. Pilate said to them: 

C. Take him yourselves and crucify him, 
for I find no guilt in him. 








N. The Jews answered him: 

CC. We have a Law, and according to 
that Law he must die, because he has made 
himself Son of God. 

N. Now when Pilate heard this state- 
ment, he feared the more. And he again 
went back into the praetorium, and said to 
Jesus: 

C. Where art thou from? 

N. But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate 
therefore said to him: 

C. Dost thou not speak to me? Dost 
thou not know that I have power to cruci- 
fy thee, and that I have power to release 
thee? 

N. Jesus answered: 

Thou wouldst have no power at all 
over me were it not given thee from above. 
Therefore, he who betrayed'me to thee has 
the greater sin. 

N. And from then on Pilate was looking 
for a way to release him. But the Jews 
cried out, saying: 

CC. If thou release this man, thou art 
no friend of Caesar; for everyone who 
makes himself a king sets himself against 
Caesar. 

N. Pilate therefore, when he heard these 
words, brought Jesus outside, and sat down 
on the judgment-seat, at a place called 
Lithostrotos, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 
Now it was the Preparation Day for the 
Passover, about the sixth hour. And he 
said to the Jews: 

C. Behold your king! 

N. But they cried out: 

CC. Away with him! Away with him! 
Crucify him! 

N. Pilate said to them: 

C. Shall I crucify your king? 

N. The chief priests answered: 

CC. We have no king but Caesar. 

N. Then he handed him over to them to 
be crucified. And so they took Jesus and 
led him away. 

N. And bearing the cross for himself, 
he went forth to the place called the Skull, 
n Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified 
him, and with him two others, one on each 
side and Jesus in the center. And Pilate 
also wrote an inscription and had it put 
on the cross. And there was written, “Jesus 
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many 
of the Jews therefore read the inscription, 
because the place where Jesus was cruci- 
fied was near the city; and it was written 
in Hebrew, in Greek and in Latin. The 
chief priests of the Jews said therefore to 
Pilate: 

CC. Do not write, “The King of the 
Jews,” but “He said, I am King of the 
Jews.” 

N. Pilate answered: 

C. What I have written, I have written. 

N. The soldiers therefore, when they 
had crucified him, took his garments and 
made of them four parts, to each soldier 
a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic 
was without seam, woven in one piece 
from the top. They therefore said to one 
another: 

CC. Let us not tear it, but let us cast 
lots for it, to see whose it shall be. 

N. That the Scripture might be fulfilled 
which says, “They divided my garments 
among them; and for my vesture they cast 
lots.” These things therefore the soldiers 
did. 

N. Now there were standing by the cross 
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of Jesus his mother and his mother’s sis- 
ter, Mary of Cleophas, and Mary Mag- 
dalene. When Jesus, therefore, saw his 
mother and the disciple standing by, whom 
he loved, he said to his mother: 

* Woman, behold thy son. 

N. Then he said to the disciple: 

*: Behold thy mother. 

N. And from that hour the disciple 
took her into his home. After this Jesus, 
knowing that all things were now accom- 
plished, that the Scripture might be ful- 
filled said: 

* I thirst. 

N. Now there was standing there a ves- 
sel full of common wine; and having put 
a sponge soaked with the wine on a stalk 
of hyssop, they put it to his mouth. There- 
fore, when Jesus had taken the wine, he 
said: 

+ It is consummated! 

N. And bowing his head, he gave up his 
spirit. (Here all kneel and pause a little 
while in silent prayer.) The Jews there- 
fore, since it was the Preparation Day, in 
order that the bodies might not remain 
upon the cross on the Sabbath (for that 
Sabbath was a solemn day), besought 
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 
that they might be taken away. The sol- 
diers therefore came and broke the legs 
of the first, and of the other, who had 
been crucified with him. But when they 
came to Jesus, and saw that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs; but one 
of the soldiers opened his side with a 
lance, and immediately there came out 
blood and water. And he who saw it has 
borne witness, and his witness is true; and 
he knows that he tells the truth, that you 
also may believe. For these things came 
to pass that the Scripture might be ful- 
filled, “Not a bone of him shall you break.” 
And again another Scripture says, “They 
shall look upon him whom they have 
pierced.” 

N. Now after these things Joseph of 
Arimathea, because he was a disciple of 
Jesus (although for fear of the Jews a 
secret one), besought Pilot that he might 
take away the body of Jesus. And Pilate 
gave permission. He came, therefore, and 
took away the body of Jesus. And there 
also came Nicodemus (who at first had 
come to Jesus by night), bringing a mix- 
ture of myrrh and aloes, in weight about 
a hundred pounds. They therefore took 
the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen 
cloths with the spices, after the Jewish 
manner of preparing for burial. Now in 
the place where he was crucified there was 
a garden, and in the garden a new tomb 
in which no one had yet been laid. There, 
accordingly, because of the Preparation 
Day of the Jews, for the tomb was close 
at hand, they laid Jesus. 


B. The solemn prayers 
y= CELEBRANT now leads the congre- 

gation in a series of solemn prayers, 
for all classes and needs of the Church 
and of mankind. Christ died for all: and 
these great petitions as it were interpret 
the mind and heart of Christ as He hung 
dying on the Cross. 

All stand. 


1. FOR HOLY CHURCH 
ET US PRAY, dearly beloved, for God’s 
holy Church, that the Lord our God 
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may be pleased to grant her peace, unity 
and protection throughout the world, while 
subjecting to her the powers of evil; and 
that He may permit us to lead peaceful 
and tranquil lives, the better to glorify the 
almighty Father. 


Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): 
Flectamus genua. 


All kneel, praying silently for the inten- 
tion announced. 


Priest (or deacon): Levate. 


All stand, while the priest summarizes 
or “collects” the individual prayers into the 
official collect. This same procedure of 
kneeling and praying silently, and then 
rising, at the priest’s (or deacon’s) invita- 
tion, is repeated in all the following pray- 
ers. 


Almighty, everlasting God, who in Christ 
didst reveal Thy glory to all nations, main- 
tain now the effects of Thy mercy, and 
enable Thy Church, spread over all the 
earth, to give unceasing witness to Thy 
name with firm faith. Through the same 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who is 
living and reigning with Thee in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, per omnia 
saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 


2. FOR THE POPE 

Let us pray also for our Holy Father, 
Pope N., that the Lord our God, who 
chose him as bishop, may preserve him in 
health and safety for the good of holy 
Church, to govern God’s holy people. 


Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): 
Flectamus genua. Priest (or deacon): Le- 
vate. 


Almighty, everlasting God, all things 
are founded on Thy wise judgment. Look 
then with favor upon our prayers, and in 
Thy fatherly love preserve the chief bishop 
Thou hast chosen for us; grant that the 
Christian people, whom this great Pontiff 
governs by Thy authority, may under his 
guidance ever grow in merit by reason of 
their faith. Through our Lord Jesus Christ 
. « + per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: 
Amen. 


3. FOR ALL IN HOLY ORDERS AND FOR ALL 
CLASSES OF THE FAITHFUL 

Let us pray also for all bishops, priests 
and deacons; for all subdeacons, acolytes, 
exorcists, readers and doorkeepers; for all 
dedicated men, all dedicated virgins and 
widows; and for all God’s holy people. 


Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): 
Flectamus genua. Priest (or deacon): 
Levate. 


Almighty, everlasting God, whose Spirit 
sanctifies and governs the entire body of 
the Church, hear our prayers for all these 
orders and classes of its membership: with 
the help of Thy grace, may they all give 
Thee faithful service. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ ... 

Per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: 
Amen. 


4. FOR CIVIL AUTHORITIES 

Let us pray also for all heads of gov- 
ernment, and for those who assist them 
and have positions of authority, that our 
Lord and God may direct their minds and 
hearts to conform to His will, and we may 
enjoy everlasting peace. 








Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): 
Flectamus genua. Priest (cr deacon): 
Levate. 


Almighty, everlasting God, in Thy hand 
rests the authority of all rulers and the 
rights of all peoples; be pleased, then, to 
assist those who have authority to rule us, 
that under Thy protecting hand true re- 
ligion may always flourish and the peace 
of fatherlands be made secure throughout 
the world. Through our Lord Jesus Christ 
. «+» per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: 
Amen. 


5. FOR THE CANDIDATES FOR BAPTISM 

Let us pray also for our candidates for 
baptism, that the Lord our God may open 
the ears of their hearts and allow them to 
enter by the door of His mercy, that 
they too may receive the remission of 
their sins through the bath of re-birth, and 
abide in Christ Jesus our God. 


Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): 
Flectamus genua. Priest (or deacon): 
Levate. 


Almighty, everlasting God, who makest 
the Church fruitful with ever new off- 
spring, give increase to the faith and un- 
derstanding of our candidates for baptism, 
that by their re-birth in the baptismal font 
they may be numbered with us among 
Thy adopted sons. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ ... per omnia saecula saecu- 
lorum. All: Amen. 


6. FOR THE NEEDS OF THE FAITHFUL 

Let us pray, dearly beloved, to God the 
almighty Father, that He rid the earth of 
all false doctrine, banish disease, ward off 
famine, open the doors of prisons, break 
the chains that hold captive, and grant 
safe return to all travelers, health to the 
sick, and a secure harbor to all at sea. 


Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): 
Flectamus genua. Priest (or deacon): 
Levate. 


Almighty, everlasting God, comfort of 
all who sorrow and strength of the weary, 
let every cry of distress reach Thee, that 
all may rejoice to have been helped by 
Thy mercy in their hour of need. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ . . . per omnia sae- 
cula saeculorum, All: Amen. 


7. FOR THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH 

Let us pray also for Christians in heresy 
and schism, that the Lord our God may 
free them from all error and mercifully 
lead them back to our holy Mother, the 
Catholic and Apostolic Church. 


Oremus. Priest (or deacon): 
Priest (or deacon): 


Priest: 
Flectamus genua. 
Levate. 

Almighty, everlasting God, Savior of all 
men, whose will it is that none should 
perish, look upon these souls deceived by 
the devil’s cunning; grant that by renounc- 
ing all heretical waywardness their erring 
hearts convert and they return to the unity 
of Thy truth. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ .. . per omnia saecula saeculorum. 
All: Amen. 


8. FOR THE CONVERSION OF THE JEWS 

Let us pray also for the unbelieving 
Jews, that the Lord our God may take 
away the veil that blinds their hearts, and 
they too may acknowledge Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
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Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon); 
Flectamus genua. Priest (or deacon); 
Levate. 


Almighty, everlasting God, whose mercy 
does not reject even the unbelief of the 
Jews, hear the prayers we address to Thee 
for this people in their blindness; lead 
them to acknowledge the light of Thy 
truth, Christ Himself, and thus to be res. 
cued from their darkness. Through the 
same Jesus Christ . . . per omnia saecula 
saeculorum. All: Amen. 


9. FOR THE CONVERSION OF THE UNBELIEY- 
ERS 

Let us pray also for the pagans, that 
almighty God may remove evil from their 
hearts, inspiring them to give up their 
false gods and be converted to the living 
and true God and to His only Son, Jesus 
Christ our God and Lord. 


Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): 
Flectamus genua. Priest (or deacon): 
Levate. 


Almighty, everlasting God, never dost 
Thou wish the death of sinners, but rather 
that they find life. Mercifully receive our 
prayer: free them from the worship of 
false gods and admit them into Thy holy 
Church, to the honor and glory of Thy 
name. Through our Lord Jesus Christ ... 
per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 


C. The adoration of the Cross 
HIS RITE came to the West from Jeru- 
salem, where on Good Friday a major 
relic of the True Cross was venerated. 
Three times, always on a higher note, the 
priest assisted by his minister sings, while 
holding the cross for all to see: 


Priest: Ecce lignum Crucis, in quo salus 
mundi pependit. 


After each time, all humbly kneel to 
adore the Cross, and respond: 


All: Venite adoremus. 


There follows the solemn adoration and 
kissing of the Cross, first by the celebrant, 
his assistants and servers. In some places, 
these take off their shoes, approaching the 
Cross, as it were, barefoot, as a sign of 
humility and sorrow. 

The Cross is now brought to the sanc- 
tuary rail, to be adored by all the faith- 
ful, the men first, then the women. A sim- 
ple genuflexion is made before one kisses 
the feet of the Savior. 


REPROACHES 

Eyre THE RITE of adoration the choir 
sings the “Reproaches”: quoting Ps. 

135, in which God had enumerated the 

benefits He had heaped on His chosen 

race, Christ reproaches us, His people, for 

our ingratitude and sinful rebellion. 


I 
O My people, what wrong have I done 
you? When have I ever grieved you? An- 
swer Me! I led you out of the land of 
Egypt: is this why you have prepared a 
cross for your Savior? 


(Refrain): O holy God! (twice: first in 
Greek, then in Latin). 
O holy, mighty God! (twice). 
O holy, immortal God, have 
mercy on us! (twice). 
Forty years I led you through the desert, 
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GOOD FRIDAY 


fed you with manna, and then brought you 
into a fair and fertile land: is this why 
have prepared a cross for your Savior? 

(Refrain): O holy God! ... 

What more should I have done for you 
that I have not done? I planted you to 
be my very own and most choice vine, but 
you have borne Me bitter fruit: for with 
vinegar you have quenched My thirst, and 
with a spear you have pierced your Savior’s 


side. 
(Refrain): O holy God! ... 


Il 
For your sake I scourged Egypt and its 
first-born: and you have handed Me over 
to be scourged. 


(Refrain): O My people, what wrong 
have I done you? When have I ever 
grieved you? Answer Me! I led you out of 
the land of Egypt: is this why you have 
prepared a cross for your Savior? 


I led you out of Egypt and drowned 
Pharao in the Red Sea: and you handed 
Me over to the chief priests. 


(Refrain): O My people. ... 


I opened up the sea as a path before 
you: and you have opened up My side 
with a spear. 


(Refrain): O My people. ... 


I went before you in a pillar of bright 
cloud: and you have led me to the judg- 
ment hall of Pilate. 


(Refrain): O My people. ... 


I nourished you with manna in the des- 
ert: and you have rained blows and stripes 
upon Me. 


(Refrain): O My people. . . 


I gave you life-restoring water from the 
tock to drink: and you have quenched My 
thirst with gall and vinegar. 


(Refrain): O My people. ... 


For your sake I struck down the kings 
of Canaan: and you kept striking me on 
the head with a reed. 


(Refrain): O My people... . 


I gave you a royal sceptre: and you 
have placed a crown of thorns on My 
head. 


(Refrain): O My people... . 


I raised you up above all others by My 
mighty power: and you have hung Me on 
the high gibbet of the cross. 


(Refrain): O My people. . . 


Il 

We adore Thy Cross, O Lord, and praise 
and glorify Thy holy resurrection: for be- 
hold! by the wood of the Cross joy came 
into the whole world. Ps. 66:2. May God 
have pity on us and bless us; may he let 
his face shine upon us, and have pity on 
us.—We adore Thy Cross. ... 


IV 
(Refrain A): : 
Faithful Cross, O tree of beauty, 
Noble tree, O tree divine: 
Not a grove on earth can show us 
Such a leaf and flower as thine. 


(Refrain B): 
Sweet the nails and sweet the wood, 
Laden with so sweet a load. 





£ 
Sing, my tongue, the Savior’s glory; 
Tell His triumph far and wide; 
Tell aloud the famous story 
Of His body crucified; 
How upon the cross a Victim, 
Vanquishing in death, He died. 


(Refrain): Faithful Cross. .. . 


z 
Eating of the tree forbidden, 
Man had sunk in Satan’s snare, 
When his pitying Creator 
Did this second tree prepare, 
Destined, many ages later, 
That first evil to repair. 


(Refrain): Sweet the nails... . 


3 
Such the order God appointed 
When for sin He would atone; 
To the serpent thus opposing 
Schemes yet deeper than his own: 
Thence the remedy procuring 
Whence the fatal wound had come. 


(Refrain): Faithful Cross. . . 


4 
So when now at length the fulness 
Of the sacred time drew nigh, 
Then the Son who moulded all things 
Left His Father’s throne on high. 
From a Virgin’s womb appearing, 
Clothed in our mortality. 


(Refrain): Sweet the nails... . 


5 
There within a lowly manger, 
Lo, a tender babe He lies! 
See His gentle Virgin Mother 
Lull to sleep His infant cries; 
While the limbs of God Incarnate 
Round with swathing bands she ties. 


(Refrain): Faithful Cross... . 


6 
Thus did Christ to perfect manhood 
In our mortal flesh attain: 
Then of His free choice He goeth 
To a death of bitter pain; 
As a lamb, upon the altar 
Of the Cross for us is slain. 


(Refrain): Sweet the nails... . 


7 
Lo, with gall His thirst He quenches: 
See the thorns upon His brow, 
Nails His tender flesh are rending: 
See, His side is opened now, 
Whence to cleanse the whole creation 
Streams of blood and water flow. 


(Refrain): Faithful Cross. .. . 


8 
Lofty Tree, bend down thy branches 
To embrace thy sacred load; 
Oh, relax the native tension 
Of that all too rigid wood: 
Gently, gently bear the members 
Of thy dying King and God. 


(Refrain): Sweet the nails. . . 


9 
Tree which solely wast found worthy 
Earth’s great Victim to sustain, 
Harbor from the raging tempest, 
Ark, that saved the world again, 
Tree with sacred blood anointed 
Of the Lamb for sinners slain. 


(Refrain): Faithful Cross. .. . 











10 
Honor, blessing everlasting 
To the immortal Deity: 
To the Father, Son and Spirit, 
Praise be paid coequally: 
Glory through the earth and heaven 
To Trinity in Unity. Amen. 
(Refrain): Sweet the nails. . 


D. Holy Communion 

Having adored the Cross, we now are 
privileged to receive sacramentally Him 
who hung on it for our salvation. 

All kneel while the Blessed Sacrament is 
carried to the altar. The choir sings three 
antiphons. 

We adore Thee, O Christ, and bless 
Thee, because by Thy Cross Thou has 
redeemed the world. 

Through the wood of a tree we became 
slaves, but by Thy holy Cross we were set 
free; the fruit of a tree betrayed us, the 
Son of God redeemed us. 

Savior of the world, save us! By Thy 
Cross and blood Thou hast redeemed us; 
aid us now, our God, we pray Thee. 

The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer 
as at Mass: 

Let us pray. Directed by saving pre- 
cepts and prompted by divine instruction, 
we make bold to say: 

All join the priest in now saying the 
Lord’s Prayer, as our solemn common 
“meal prayer” before Holy Communion. 


Priest and all: 
ieee NOSTER, qui es in caelis: * Sancti- 

ficetur nomen tuum, * Adveniat regnum 
tuum. * Fiat voluntas tua, sicut in caelo, 
et in terra. * Panem nostrum quotidianum 
da nobis hodie: * Et dimitte nobis debita 
nostra, * sicut et nos dimittimus debitori- 
bus nostris. * Et ne nos inducas in tenta- 
tionem; sed libera nos a malo. * Amen. 


The celebrant continues aloud, devel- 
oping the thought of the final petition. 

Deliver us, O Lord, we beseech Thee, 
from all evils, past, present, and to come; 
and through the intercession of the blessed 
and glorious Mary ever-Virgin, mother of 
God, together with Thy blessed apostles, 
Peter and Paul and Andrew, and all the 
saints, grant of Thy goodness, peace in our 
days, that aided by the riches of Thy mer- 
cy, we may be always free from sin and 
safe from all disturbance. Through the 
same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who is living and reigning with Thee in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 


The celebrant now quietly prays the 
prayers of immediate preparation for Holy 
Communion. 


Let not the partaking of Thy body, O 
Lord Jesus Christ, which I all unworthy 
am about to receive, turn to my con- 
demnation and punishment, but by reason 
of Thy fatherly love may it be to my ad- 
vantage as a safeguard of both soul and 
body, like a well-taken remedy: who art 
living and reigning with God the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lord, I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldst enter under my roof: say but 
the word and my soul shall be healed 
(three times). 

May the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
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preserve my soul unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 


The celebrant communicates himself. The 
deacon (or ministers) then prays the CON- 
FITEOR and the celebrant says the usual 
prayers preparatory to the people’s Com- 
munion, 


Priest: May almighty God have mercy 
upon you, and forgive you your sins, and 
bring you to life everlasting. 

All: Amen. 

May the almighty and merciful Lord 
grant you pardon, absolution, * and re- 
mission of your sins. 

All: Amen. 

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, be- 
hold Him who takes away the sins of the 
world. 

Lord, I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldst enter under my roof: say but the 
word and my soul shall be healed (three 
times). 

May the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve thy soul to life everlasting. Amen. 


While Communion is being distributed, 
Psalm 21, the prophetic psalm of Christ's 
passion and triumph, may be sung. 

My God, my God, why have you for- 
saken me, * far from my prayer, from the 
words of my cry? 

O my God, I cry out by day, and you 
answer not; * by night, and there is no 
relief for me. 

Yet you are enthroned in the holy place, 
* O glory of Israel. 

In you our fathers trusted: * 
trusted, and you delivered them. 

To you they cried, and they escaped; * 
in you they trusted, and they were not put 
to shame. 

But I am a worm, not a man; * the 
scorn of men, despised by the people. 

All who see me scoff at me; * they 
mock me with parted lips, they wag their 
heads: 

“He relied on the Lord; let him deliver 
him, * let him rescue him, if he loves 
him.” 

You have been my guide since I was 
first formed, * my security at my mother’s 
breast. 

To you I was committed at birth, * 
from my mother’s womb you are my God. 

Be not far from me, for I am in dis- 
tress; * be near, for I have no one to 
help me. 

Many bullocks surround me; * the 
strong bulls of Basan encircle me. 

They open their mouths against me * 
like ravening and roaring lions. 

I am like water poured out; * all my 
bones are racked. 

My heart has become like wax * melt- 
ing away within my bosom. 

My throat is dried up like baked clay, 
my tongue cleaves to my jaws; * to the 
dust of death you have brought me down. 

Indeed, many dogs surround me, * a 
pack of evildoers closes in upon me; 

They have pierced my hands and my 
feet; * I can count all my bones. 

They look on and gloat over me; they 
divide my garments among them, * and 
for my vesture they cast lots. 

But you, O Lord, be not far from me; 
* O my help, hasten to aid me. 

Rescue my soul from the sword, * my 
loneliness from the grip of the dog. 


they 





Save me from the lion’s mouth; * from 
the horns of the wild bulls, my wretched 
life. 

I will proclaim your name to my breth- 
ren; * in the midst of the assembly I will 
praise you: 

“You who fear the Lord, praise him; 
all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to 
him; * revere him, all you descendants of 
Israel! 

For he has not spurned nor disdained * 
the wretched man in his misery. 

Nor did he turn his face away from him, 
* but when he cried out to him, he heard 
him.” 

So by your gift will I utter praise in the 
vast assembly; * I will fulfill my vows be- 
fore those who fear him. 

The lowly shall eat their fill; they who 
seek the Lord shall praise him: * “May 
your hearts be ever merry!” 

All the ends of the earth * shall remem- 
ber and turn to the Lord; 

All the families of the nations * shall 
bow down before him. 

For dominion is the Lord’s, * and he 
rules the nations. 

To him alone shall bow down all who 
sleep in the earth; * before him shall bend 
all who go down into the dust. 

And to him my soul shall live; * my 
descendants shall serve him. 

Let the coming generation be told of 
the Lord that they may proclaim to a 
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people yet to be born * the justice he has 
shown. 


After Communion, the priest sings three 
prayers of thanksgiving, which all presen 
make their own by answering “Amen.” 


Let us pray. We beg Thee, Lord, for 
Thy abundant blessing upon this Thy peo. 
ple, who have devoutly observed the mem. 
ory of the passion and death of Thy Son: 
grant them forgiveness of their sins, con- 
solation in their sorrows, a deepening of 
their holy faith, and a firmer hold on their 
eternal salvation. Per eundem Christum 
Dominum nostrum. All: Amen. 


Let us pray. Almighty and merciful 
God, who hast healed us by the blessed 
passion and death of Thy Christ, conserve 
in us the working of Thy mercy, so that 
having shared in this Mystery, we may live 
ever devoted to Thy service. Per eundem 
Christum Dominum nostrum. All: Amen. 


Let us pray. Remember Thy mercies, 0 
Lord, and with never-failing protection 
sanctify Thy servants for whom Christ Thy 
Son inaugurated the Easter Mystery in His 
own blood. Per eundem Christum Domi- 
num nostrum. All: Amen. 


Celebrant and ministers return to the 
sacristy. The altar is again denuded of all 
ornament (cf. “The Stripping of the Al- 
tar,” p. 11). 


THE EASTER VIGIL 


Station at St. John Lateran 


This holy night is the most solemn 
memorial, in the entire year, of the central 
mystery of our redemption: Christ’s sav- 
ing death and glorious resurrection. 


The Vigil has three main parts: I. The 
Light Service. 11. The Baptismal Service. 
Ill. The Eucharistic Service. 


PART ONE 
THE LIGHT SERVICE 


7 HE FIRST PART of the Easter Vigil cen- 
ters around fire or light, the visible 
token of Christ, who proclaimed Himself 
the Light of the world. On Easter morn- 
ing He arose, resplendent as the dawning 
sun, thereby conquering forever the dark 
night of sin. With this thought in mind we 
assist at (A) the blessing of the new fire, 
(B) the blessing and lighting of the Easter 
Candle, (C) the carrying and distribution 
of this burning Candle through the church, 
and (D) the chanting of the Easter song, 
the EXSULTET. The first of these four rites 
represents Christ’s resurrection; the second 
the glory and splendor of His risen pres- 
ence among us; the third our joyful shar- 
ing in His triumph; and the fourth, our 
own heartfelt gratitude for such blessings. 


A. The blessing of the new fire 

The new fire is lighted from a flint and 
blessed by the priest at the door of the 
church. 





Priest: Dominus vobiscum,. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 


Priest: Let us pray. O God, through 
thy Son, the true Cornerstone, thou hast 
enkindled in the faithful the fire of thine 
own brightness. Hallow *k now for our 
use and profit this new fire struck from 
stone, and grant us through this Easter 
feast to be so inflamed with desire for 
heaven that we may attain with pure souls 
to the feast of everlasting brightness. Per 
eundem Christum Dominum nostrum. All: 
Amen. 


The fire is then sprinkled with holy 
water and honored with incense. 


B. The blessing of the Easter candle 
The priest cuts the sign of the Cross 
upon the Candle, saying: 


CHRIST YESTERDAY AND TODAY 
THE BEGINNING AND THE END 


He now cuts the first letter of the Greek 
alphabet, ALPHA, above the Cross, and the 
last letter, OMEGA, below it, saying: 


THE ALPHA AND OMEGA 


He inscribes the first numeral of the 
current year in the upper left angle of the 
cross, saying: 


HIS ARE THE SEASONS 


And the second numeral at the upper 
right, saying: 
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THE EASTER VIGIL 


HIS THE AGES 
The third at the lower left, saying: 
TO HIM BE GLORY AND DOMINION 
And the last at the lower right, saying: 
THROUGH AGES ETERNAL. AMEN. 


The five grains of incense (symbolizing 
Christ’s glorious wounds) are now presented 
to the priest who blesses them, sprinkles 
them with holy water and honors them 
with incense. He then fixes them upon the 
Cross he has already cut in the Candle, 
saying: 

BY HIS WOUNDS, HOLY 
AND GLORIOUS 
MAY HE PROTECT US 
AND PRESERVE US 
WHO IS CHRIST THE LORD. AMEN. 


The priest now lights the great Candle 
from the new fire, saying: 

Christ rises resplendent, may His light 

Dispel from heart and mind the evil night. 

Then the priest blesses the burning Can- 
dle. 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo: 

Priest: Let us pray. We beseech thee, al- 
mighty God, pour fourth thy abundant 
blessing upon this burning Candle. Thou, 
the Unseen, who renewest all things, inten- 
sify the splendor of this night. May the 
Candle we offer tonight shine more bright- 
ly through the secret addition of thine 
own radiance. And wherever a portion of 
this hallowing mystery of fire shall be car- 
ried, may the evil of Satan’s guile be driven 
thence, and the power of thy majestic glory 
made manifest. Per Christum Dominum 
nostrum. All: Amen. 


C. The solemn procession 
LL THE LIGHTS in the church are ex- 
tinguished that they may be relighted 
from the Easter Candle. Christ is the sole 
Light of the world! 

When the procession has entered the 
church, the priest (or deacon) who is car- 
rying the Easter Candle lifts it on high 
and sings: 

Priest: Lumen Christi! 

All in church immediately genuflect to- 
ward the Candle and answer, singing: 

All: Deo gratias. 

A candle for the priest is lighted from 
the great Candle. The light of Christ is 
given first of all to the priest, His repre- 
sentative. The procession moves to the cen- 
ter of the church, where the bearer of the 
Easter Candle sings LUMEN CHRISTI again, 
but on a higher note, and the people again 
genuflect and answer DEO GRATIAS. 

The candles of those in the procession 
are lighted. The light of Christ is spread- 
ing! The procession moves to the high al- 
tar, in front of which the Candle-bearer 
sings LUMEN CHRISTI once more, on a Still 
higher note, and the people genuflect and 
answer as before. 

The candles of all the people are lighted 
—the Light of Christ illumines all men! 

The Candle-bearer places the Easter 
Candle on the stand prepared for it and, 
taking his book, asks a blessing before he 
sings the great Easter Song. 

The Lord be in your (my) heart and on 
your (my) lips that you (1) may worthily 














and properly proclaim His praise with this 
Easter Song: in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, * and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


D. The Easter song—the Exsultet 


Rejoice, you hosts of heaven, rejoice, all 
ministers of God! 

Let trumpets sound the triumph of the 
mighty King, for He has wrought sal- 
vation. 

Exult, O earth, made brilliant by such 
splendor, and illumined by the bright- 
ness of the eternal King, know that 
darkness has everywhere been over- 
come. 

Be glad, O Church our Mother, adorned 
with the radiance of so great a Light, 
and let your temple ring with the loud 
song of this great multitude. 

And you, beloved brethren, who are gath- 
ered near the brightness of this holy 
flame, invoke with me, I beg you, the 
mercy of almighty God: 

That He who willed to number me, all 
unworthy, among His levites, may en- 
lighten me with His bright light and thus 
enable me to sing due praises of this 
Candle. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ His Son 
who is living and reigning with Him in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
(Priest or deacon) per omnia saecula sae- 
culorum. All: Amen. Priest: Dominus vo- 
biscum. All: Et cum spiritu tuo. Priest: 
Sursum corda. All: Habemus ad Domi- 
num. Priest: Gratias agamus Domino Deo 
nostro. All: Dignum et justum est. 

Priest: Truly meet it is and just, with all 
our strength of mind and heart and with 
our voice as instrument, to praise the in- 
visible Father almighty and His only- 
begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
paid to the eternal Father in our stead the 
debt of Adam, and with His own blood 
shed for love of us erased the ledger of 
ancient guilt. 

For this is that Easter feast in which the 
true Lamb is slain, whose blood hal- 
lows the doorposts of the faithful. 

This is the night in which thou of old didst 
lead our forefathers, the children of 
Israel, out of the land of Egypt dry- 
shod through the Red Sea. 

This is the night which scattered the dark- 
ness of sin by means of the pillar of fire. 

This is the very night which delivers all 
who believe in Christ from worldly vice 
and from darkness of sin, which restores 
them to grace and makes them co-shar- 
ers with saints. 

This is the night in which Christ burst the 
bonds of death and came forth as Con- 
queror from the grave. For unless we 
had been redeemed, it would avail us 
nothing to be born. 

O wondrous condescension of thy mercy 
toward us! 

O incomprehensible goodness of love: to 
redeem a slave thou didst deliver up a 
Son! 

O truly necessary sin of Adam, which the 
death of Christ has blotted out! 

O happy fault, that merited a Redeemer 
so holy and so great! 

O truly blessed night, which alone merited 
to know the time and hour when Christ 
rose from the dead! 

This is the night of which it is written: 
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“The night shall be light as the day,” 
and: “Then shall my night be turned to 
day, in my rejoicing.” For the holiness 
of this night drives out wickedness and 
washes away guilt; it restores innocence 
to the fallen and joy to the sorrowful. 
It banishes enmities, establishes peace, 
and brings low the pride of tyrants. 

Wherefore, in this night of grace, receive, 
O holy Father, this evening sacrifice of 
burning light; holy Church, by the hands 
of her servants, offers it to thee in the 
solemn oblation of this Candle wrought 
by the labor of bees. For now we have 
heard the praises of this column of wax 
which the sparkling fire lights to the 
honor of God. And though the fire was 
spread to kindfe other flames, such shar- 
ing does not lessen the force of its 
light. For it is constantly fed by the 
melting wax which the mother bee 
wrought to form this precious Candle. 

O truly blessed night, when Egypt was 
despoiled and Israel enriched! 

O night, when heaven is wedded to earth, 
and God to man. 

We pray thee, therefore, Lord: may this 
Candle consecrated to thine honor con- 
tinue with undiminished light to dispel 
this night’s darkness. Receive it as a fra- 
grant and pleasing offering, and let its 
light mingle with the lamps of heaven. 

May the Morning Star behold its flame— 
that Morning Star who knows no set- 
ting, who rose from hell and gently 
shines on man. 

In this festival of Easter joys, we beseech 
thee, therefore, Lord, for ourselves thy 
servants, for all the clergy and thy most 
devoted people, for our Holy Father, 
Pope N., and for our Bishop, N.: grant 
peace to our days; guide, govern and 
protect us by thy constant care. 

Look with favor, too, upon our rulers. 
Assist them with thy boundless love and 
gracious mercy; direct their hearts to- 
ward justice and peace, that after this 
life of earthly labors they may attain, 
together with all thy people, to the 
heavenly fatherland. 

Through the same Jesus Christ, thy Son, 
our Lord, who is living and reigning 
with thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, per omnia saecula saeculorum. 
All: Amen. 


The people extinguish their candles. 


PART TWO 


THE BAPTISMAL SERVICE 


HE SECOND part of the Easter Vigil 

centers around the mystery of baptism 
—by which the Light of Christ was first 
given to us. Through holy baptism we died 
to sin to rise with Christ, going down into 
the font in death in order to come up 
cleansed from sin and alive unto God. 
The reading of the lessons (A) shows this 
transformation by recounting Old Testa- 
ment events which foreshadowed it; in the 
Litany of the Saints (B, F) we call upon 
those into whose company baptism admits 
us; the blessing of the baptismal water (C) 
leads up to the actual administration of 
baptism (D), followed by the renewal of 
our own baptismal vows (E), by which we 
resolve to live with Christ. 
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A. The reading of the lessons 

The priest (or reader) now reads from 
the book in front of the blessed Candle; 
all others sit and listen. 


THE FIRST READING, Genesis: 1:1-31; 2:1-2 
N THE BEGINNING God created the heav- 
ens and the earth; the earth was waste 

and void; darkness covered the abyss, and 

the spirit of God was stirring above the 
waters. 

God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. God saw that the light was 
good. God separated the light from the 
darkness, calling the light Day and the 
darkness Night. And there was evening 
and morning, the first day. 

Then God said, “Let there be a firma- 
ment in the midst of the waters to divide 
the waters.” And so it was. God made the 
firmament, dividing the waters that were 
below the firmament from those that were 
above it. God called the firmament Heaven. 
And there was evening and morning, the 
second day. 

Then God said, “Let the waters below 
the heavens be gathered into one place 
and let the dry land appear.” And so it 
was. God called the dry land Earth and 
the assembled waters Seas. And God saw 
that it was good. Then God said, “Let the 
earth bring forth vegetation: seed-bearing 
plants and all kinds of fruit trees that bear 
fruit containing their seed.” And so it was. 
The earth brought forth vegetation, every 
kind of seed-bearing plant and all kinds of 
trees that bear fruit containing their seed. 
God saw that it was good. And there was 
evening and morning, the third day. 

And God said, “Let there be lights in 
the firmament of the heavens to separate 
day from night; let them serve as signs 
and for the fixing of seasons, days and 
years; let them serve as lights in the firma- 
ment of the heavens to shed light upon the 
earth.” So it was. God made the two great 
lights, the greater light to rule the day and 
the smaller one to rule the night, and He 
made the stars. God set them in the firma- 
ment of the heavens to shed light upon the 
earth, to rule the day and the night and to 
separate the light from the darkness. God 
saw that it was good. And there was eve- 
ning and morning, the fourth day. 

Then God said, “Let the waters abound 
with life, and above the earth let winged 
creatures fly below the firmament of the 
heavens.” And so it was. God created the 
great sea monsters, all kinds of living, 
swimming creatures with which the waters 
abound, and all kinds of winged birds. God 
saw that it was good, and God blessed 
them, saying, “Be fruitful, multiply, and 
fill the waters of the seas; and let the birds 
multiply on the earth.” And there was eve- 
ning and morning, the fifth day. 

God said, “Let the earth bring forth all 
kinds of living creatures: cattle, crawling 
creatures and wild animals.” And so it 
was. God made all kinds of wild beasts, 
every kind of cattle, and every kind of 
creature crawling on the ground. And God 
saw that it was good. 

God said, “Let us make mankind in our 
image and likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds 
of the air, the cattle, over all the wild 
animals and every creature that crawls on 
the earth.” 





God created man in His image. 

In the image of God He created him. 

Male and female He created them. 

Then God blessed them and said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth and subdue it. Have dominion over 
the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the 
cattle and all the animals that crawl on the 
earth.” God also said, “See, I give you 
every seed-bearing plant on the earth and 
every tree which has seed-bearing fruit to 
be your food. To every wild animal of the 
earth, to every bird of the air, and to every 
creature that crawls on the earth and has 
the breath of life, I give the green plants 
for food.” And so it was. God saw that all 
He had made was very good. And there 
was evening and morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished and all their array. On the sixth 
day God finished the work He had been 
doing. And He rested on the seventh day 
from all the work He had done. 

Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): Flec- 
tamus genua. 


All kneel in silent prayer, thanking God 
for His gift of creation and resolving to 
live worthy of their re-creation through 
baptism. 


Priest (or deacon): Levate. 


All stand while the priest reads the col- 
lect which “collects” and summarizes the 
preceding individual prayers. 


O God, most wondrously hast thou cre- 
ated man and yet more wondrously didst 
thou redeem him. Grant us, we beseech 
thee, so to resist the enticements of sin by 
rightness of mind that we may worthily 
come to eternal joy. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, thy Son, who is living and 
reigning with thee in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. All: 
Amen. 


THE SECOND READING, Exod. 14:24-31; 15:1 
N THOSE DAyYs: in the night watch just 
before dawn the Lord cast through the 

column of the fiery cloud upon the Egyp- 
tian force a glance that threw it into a 
panic; and He so clogged their chariot 
wheels that they could hardly drive. With 
that the Egyptians sounded the retreat be- 
fore Israel, because the Lord was fighting 
for them against the Egyptians. 

Then the Lord told Moses, “Stretch out 
your hand over the sea, that the water may 
flow back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots and their charioteers.” So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 
dawn the sea flowed back to its normal 
depth. The Egyptians were fleeing head on 
toward the sea, when the Lord hurled 
them into its midst. As the water flowed 
back, it covered the chariots and the chari- 
oteers of Pharao’s whole army which had 
followed the Israelites into the sea. Not a 
single one of them escaped. But the Israel- 
ites had marched on dry land through 
the midst of the sea, with the water like a 
wall to their right and to their left. Thus 
the Lord saved Israel on that day from 
the power of the Egyptians. When Israel 
saw the Egyptians lying dead on the sea- 
shore and beheld the great power that the 
Lord had shown against the Egyptians, 
they feared the Lord and believed in Him 
and in His servant Moses. 
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Then Moses and the Israelites sang this 
song to the Lord: 


After the reading the following canticle 
from Exod. 15:1-2 is sung. It is our prayer. 
ful reaction to what has been read. 

I will sing to the Lord, for He is glo. 
riously triumphant; horse and chariot He 
has cast into the sea. My strength and 
courage is the Lord, and He has been my 
Savior. V. He is my God, I praise Him; 
the God of my father, I extol Him. V, 
The Lord is a warrior, Lord is His Name! 

Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): Flec- 
tamus genua. 


All kneel and pray silently, thanking 
God for deliverance from the slavery of 
sin through the waters of baptism. 


Priest (or deacon): Levate. 


All stand while the priest reads the sum- 
marizing collect. 


O God, we behold thine ancient won- 
ders shining even to our own time; for 
that which the power of thy right hand did 
for one People, in freeing them from Egyp- 
tian bondage, thou accomplishest now for 
the salvation of all men by the waters of 
re-birth. Grant that the whole world may 
become children of Abraham and enter 
into the heritage of Israel. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son, who is living 
and reigning with thee in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, per omnia saecula 
saeculorum. All: Amen. 


THE THIRD READING, Isaias 4:2-6 

N THAT DAY the Bud of the Lord [i.e., 

Christ] shall appear in magnificence and 
glory, and the fruit of the earth shall be 
the pride and joy of the survivors of Israel. 
And it shall come to pass that he who 
shall be left in Sion and who shall remain 
in Jerusalem [i.e., in the Church] shall be 
called holy—everyone who is_ inscribed 
unto life in Jerusalem—after the Lord 
shall have washed away the filth of the 
daughters of Sion, and shall have purged 
the blood of Jerusalem from its midst, by 
the searing breath of His judgment. Then 
the Lord will create over the whole of 
Mount Sion, and over the place where He 
is called upon, a cloud of smoke by day 
and the brightness of a flaming fire by 
night: for the glory of the Lord will be a 
veil and a protection over all, serving as a 
shade from the heat of the day, and a 
shelter and refuge from the whirlwind and 
from rain. 


After the reading the following canticle 
from Is. 5:1-2 is sung, in which we ex- 
press our gratitude for God’s loving pro- 
tection and care. 

My beloved had a vineyard on a very 
fruitful hill. V. He fenced it, He dug it 
and planted it with choicest vines, and 
built a tower in its midst. V. And within 
it He made a winepress; for the vineyard 
of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel. 


Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): Flec- 
tamus genua. 


All kneel and pray silently, thanking 
God that by baptism we have become His 
cherished vineyard. 


Priest (or deacon): Levate. 


All stand while the priest reads the sum- 
marizing collect. 
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O God, by the voice of holy prophets 
thou hast made known to all the children 
of thy Church that thou thyself art the 
sower of good seed and the husbandman 
of the chosen vine in every field of thy 
domain. Thou hast made this present peo- 
ple thy vineyard and thy harvest. Grant 
them, therefore, thy strength to root out 
the tangle of briars and thorns, and to 
bring forth worthy fruit in abundance. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son, 
who is living and reigning with thee in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, per 
omnia saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 


THE FOURTH READING, Deut. 31:22-30 
ys THOSE DAYS: Moses wrote this song 
and taught it to the Israelites. 

Then the Lord commissioned Josue, son 
of Nun, and said to him, “Be brave and 
steadfast, for it is you who must bring the 
Israelites into the land which I promised 
them on oath. I myself will be with you.” 

When Moses had finished writing out on 
a scroll the words of the law in their en- 
tirety, he gave the Levites who carry the 
Ark of the Covenant of the Lord this 
order: “Take this scroll of the law and put 
it beside the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord, your God, that there it may be a 
witness against you. For I already know 
how rebellious and stiff-necked you will be. 
Why, even now, while I am alive among 
you, you have been rebels against the 
Lord! How much more, then, after I am 
dead! Therefore, assemble all your tribal 
elders and your officials before me, that I 
may speak these words for them to hear, 
and so may call heaven and earth to wit- 
ness against them. For I know that after 
my death you are sure to become corrupt 
and to turn aside from the way along 
which I directed you, so that evil will be- 
fall you in some future age because you 
have done evil in the Lord’s sight, and pro- 
voked Him by your deeds.” 

Then Moses recited the words of this 
song from beginning to end, for the whole 
assembly of Israel to hear. 


After the reading the following canticle 
from Deut. 32:1-4 is sung; by it we ac- 
knowledge the holiness and justice of God 
in punishing sinners. 

Give ear, O heavens, while I speak; let 
the earth hearken to the words of my 
mouth! V. May my instruction soak in 
like the rain, and my discourse permeate 
like the dew. V. Like a downpour upon 
the grass, like a shower upon the crops: 
For I will sing the Lord’s renown. V. Oh, 
proclaim the greatness of our God! The 
Rock—how faultless are His deeds, how 
right all His ways! V. A faithful God, 
without deceit, how just and upright He 
is! 

Priest: Oremus. Priest (or deacon): Flec- 
tamus genua. 


All kneel and pray silently, resolving to 
forestall God’s angry judgment by living 
up to their baptismal vows. 


Priest (or deacon): Levate. 


All stand; the priest reads the summar- 
izing collect. 
O God, thou exaltest the humble and art 


the strength of the just. Through thy holy 
servant Moses thou wert pleased to teach 





thy people this sacred song. While they 
thereby proclaimed thy Law we too were 
being instructed. Stir up in all the multi- 
tude of the redeemed the fulness of thy 
power. Grant them joy by lessening fear. 
Blot out their sins by thy forgiveness so 
that the threatenings of thy vengeance may 
turn to their salvation. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, thy Son, who is living and 
reigning with thee in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, per omnia saecula saecu- 
lorum. All: Amen. 


B. The litany of the saints (First Part) 
HE FIRST PART of the Litany of the 
Saints is now intoned by the priest (or 

two chanters); all in the church kneel and 

answer. 

Chanters: Kyrie, eleison. 

All: Christe, eleison. 

Chanters: Kyrie, eleison. 

Chanters: Christe, audi nos. 

All: Christe, exaudi nos. 

Chanters: Pater de caelis, Deus, 

All: miserere nobis. 

Chanters: Fili, Redemptor mundi, Deus, 

All: miserere nobis. 

Chanters: Spiritus Sancte, Deus, 

All: miserere nobis. 

Chanters: Sancta Trinitas, unus Deus, 

All: miserere nobis. 

Chanters: Sancta Maria, 

All: ora pro nobis. 


ORA PRO NOBIS (or ORATE PRO NOBIS) is re- 
peated after each of the following invo- 
cations. 


Sancta Dei Genitrix, oRa— 

Sancta Virgo virginum, 

Sancte Michael, 

Sancte Gabriel 

Sancte Raphael, 

Omnes sancti Angeli et Archangeli, ORATE— 

Omnes sancti beatorum Spirituum ordines, 
ORATE— 

Sancte Iloannes Baptista, oRA— 

Sancte loseph, 

Omnes sancti Patriarchae et Prophetae, 
ORATE— 

Sancte Petre, ORA— 

Sancte Paule, 

Sancte Andrea, 

Sancte Ioannes, 

Omnes sancti Apostoli et Evangelistae, 
ORATE— 

Omnes sancti Discipuli Domini, ORATE— 

Sancte Stephane, ORA— 

Sancte Laurenti, 

Sancte Vincenti, 

Omnes sancti Martyres, ORATE— 

Sancte Silvester, ORA— 

Sancte Gregori, 

Sancte Augustine, 

Omnes sancti Pontifices et Confessores, 
ORATE— 

Omnes sancti Doctores, ORATE— 

Sancte Antoni, ORA— 

Sancte Benedicte, 

Sancte Dominice, 

Sancte Francisce, 

Omnes sancti Sacerdotes et Levitae, ORATE— 

Omnes sancti Monachi et Eremitae, or- 
ATE— 

Sancta Maria Magdalena, ora— 

Sancta Agnes, 

Sancta Caecilia, 

Sancta Agatha, 

Sancta Anastasia, 

Omnes sanctae Virgines et Viduae, ORATE— 
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Omnes Sancti et Sanctae Dei, intercedite 
pro nobis. 


C. The blessing of water for baptism 
HE SOLEMN blessing of the water for 
baptism prepares it for the great task 

it must perform in the renewal of souls. 
All is now made ready for the blessing 

of water in front of the Easter Candle. 


Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Let us pray. Almighty and ever- 
lasting God, be present in these mysteries 
of thy great love, be pleased to act in 
these thy sacraments. Send forth the Spirit 
of adoption to re-create a new race of 
those whom the font of baptism will bear 
to thee. Thus what we perform by our 
humble ministry will be made effective by 
thy power. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
thy Son, who is living and reigning with 
thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: 
Amen, 


The following solemn Preface with its 
accompanying rites effects the blessing of 
the water. 


Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. Priest: Sursum corda. All: Ha- 
bemus ad Dominum. Priest: Gratias aga- 
mus Domino Deo nostro. All: Dignum et 
justum est. 


Priest: Truly meet it is and just, truly 
right and wholesome for the soul, that at 
all times and in every place we should ren- 
der thanks to thee, O Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and eternal God; for by thine in- 
visible power thou givest wondrous effect 
to thy sacraments. Of ourselves we are 
unworthy to perform such mysteries, yet 
thou dost assist with thy presence the gifts 
of thy grace and dost incline the ears of 
thy mercy even to our prayers. 

O God, even at the beginning of the 
world, thy Spirit stirred the water that it 
might conceive the power of hallowing. 
Through water, O God, thou didst wash 
away the crimes of a guilty world, and 
prefigure the means of regeneration in the 
torrent of the flood: for the selfsame sub- 
stance worked mysteriously both the death 
of vice and a new beginning of virtue. 

O Lord, look upon the face of thy 
Church and multiply in her thine acts of 
regeneration. Make thy city glad with the 
torrent of thy grace. Open the font of bap- 
tism over all the earth for the renewal of 
mankind; by thy divine command may it 
receive from the Holy Spirit the grace of 
thine only-begotten Son. 


The priest divides the water with his 
hand in the sign of the Cross and says: 


May the Spirit impregnate this water, 
prepared for the rebirth of men, by the 
secret inpouring of His divinity, that there 
may be born from the stainless womb of 
this divine font a new creation conceived 
in holiness, the children of heaven. May 
they all, though differing in age and sex, 
be alike brought forth as infants by grace, 
their mother. Far removed then, Lord, be 
every unclean spirit at thy command; far 
removed be all snares of Satan’s craft. In 
this place let no power of the enemy ever 
prevail. Let him not encircle it, nor enter 
it by stealth, nor taint it with corruption. 
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He now touches the water with his hand 
and says: 

May this, thy creature, Lord, be holy 
and faultless, free from every assault of 
the enemy, and cleansed by the casting out 
of all things evil. May it be a living foun- 
tain, a water that regenerates, a purifying 
stream: that all who are washed by this 
saving bath will through the working of 
the Holy Spirit within them receive the 
grace of perfect pardon. 


He makes the sign of the Cross three 
times over the water in honor of the holy 
Trinity, in whose Name men are baptized, 
while saying: 

Therefore, O creature water, I bless you 
by the living * God, by the true * God, 
by the holy * God, by that God whose 
Word in the beginning separated you from 
the dry land, and whose Spirit stirred you. 


Here he parts the water and sprinkles 
some toward the four corners of the earth, 
praying: 

He made you flow forth from paradise, 
commanding you to water all the earth 
with your four rivers. In the desert He 
changed your bitterness into a sweet 
draught, and brought you from the rock to 
quench His people’s thirst. 

I bless * you likewise through Jesus 
Christ His only Son, our Lord, who for a 
wondrous sign changed you in Cana of 
Galilee by His almighty power into wine. 
He walked upon you dry-shod and was 
baptized in you by John in the Jordan. He 


brought you forth with blood from His | 


side, and commanded His disciples that | 
| Name of the * Father, and of the * Son, 


they baptize in you all believers, saying: 
“Go, teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.” 


He then says in a low voice: 


While we are now fulfilling this com- | 


mand, O almighty God, mercifully be pres- 
ent to us; graciously send thy breath. 


The priest breathes upon the water in 
the sign of the Cross three times and says: 

Bless this clear water with thy breath, O 
Lord, that not only will it cleanse men’s 
bodies by its usual power, but may also 
cleanse men’s souls. 


The priest now lowers the Easter Candle 
into the water three times while singing, 
each time in a higher pitch: 

May the power of the Holy Spirit come 
down into this full font. 


This is the most solemn rite of the bless- 
ing. It is an impressive sign of Christ (the 
Easter Candle) through His Holy Spirit 
conferring the power of sanctifying to the 
baptismal water. Three times the rite is re- 
peated, by way of emphasis. 

Then, to underscore still more the sign 
of the Spirit’s sanctifying operation, the 
priest breathes three times upon the water, 
down the center, to the left and to the 
right (1.£., over the whole expanse of 
water), and sings: 

And may He make the whole substance 
of this water pregnant with power to re- 
generate. 


The Candle is taken from the water and 
the chant continues: 

Here may every stain of sin be washed 
away; here may that nature created to 











thine image and remade to its Maker's 
honor be cleansed from all its former 
squalor. May every man who enters this 
sacrament of regeneration be born again 
in a new childhood of true innocence. 


The priest then says in a low voice: 


Through our Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son, 
who shall come to judge the living and the 
dead, and the world by fire. 

All: Amen. 


Easter water is now set aside with which 
to sprinkle the people after the renewal of 
their baptismal vows, and for sprinkling of 
homes and other places. The rite continues 
as the priest pours a portion of the Oil of 
Catechumens upon the water in the sign of 
the Cross, saying: 

May this font be hallowed and made 
fruitful by the oil of salvation for those 
who are reborn from it into everlasting 
life. 

All: Amen. 


He pours out a portion of the Holy 
Chrism, the most sacred oil the Church 
possesses, in the sign of the Cross, saying: 

May this inpouring of the Chrism of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and of the Holy 
Spirit, the Paraclete, be done in the Name 


| of the Holy Trinity. 


All: Amen. 


Then he pours from both the Oil of 
Catechumens and Holy Chrism in the sign 
of the Cross three times, saying: 

May this mingling of the Chrisin of sal- 
vation and the oil of anointing with the 
water of baptism be likewise done in the 


and of the Holy * Spirit. 
All: Amen. 


The oils are now mixed with the water. 


The holy oils likewise symbolize the Holy 
Spirit, the “Anointer,” with whose “unc- 
tion” we are filled at baptism. 

If baptism is not being conferred, con- 
tinue at “The consecrated water is carried” 
—col. 3. 


D. Conferring of baptism 
HE PRELIMINARY RITES may be antici- 
pated earlier in the day. The priest asks 
each candidate for baptism (in the case of 
infants, the sponsors answer): 

Priest: N., do you believe in God, the 
Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth? 

Candidate: I do believe. 

Priest: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was born 
into this world and suffered for us? 

Candidate: I do believe. 

Priest: And do you believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the com- 
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life ever- 
lasting? 

Candidate: I do believe. 

Priest: N., do you wish to be baptized? 

Candidate: I do. 


The priest pours water three times over 
the head of the candidate in the form of a 
cross, saying in the meanwhile: 

Priest: N., I baptize you in the name of 
Father, * and of the Son, * and of the 
Holy * Spirit. 


In sign of the dignity of the newly bap- 
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tized, he is now anointed with the sacred 
oil of chrism. 

Priest: May almighty God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 
you a new birth by means of water and 
the Holy Spirit and forgiven all your sins, 
anoint you with the Chrism of salvation in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, so that you may 
have everlasting life. All: Amen. Priest: 
Peace be with you. All: And with your 
spirit. 

The white baptismal garment is now 
given to the newly baptized (or a white 
linen placed on his head), as a sign of the 
new life of grace he has received. 

Priest: Receive this white robe and carry 
it unstained to the judgment seat of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, so that you may have 
everlasting life. All: Amen. 


The newly baptized is given a lighted 
candle: by this sacrament he has become a 
living member of the Light of the World, 
who is Christ. 

Priest: Receive this lighted candle, and 
keep your Baptism above reproach. Keep 
the commandments of God, so that when 
the Lord comes to His marriage feast you 
may meet Him in the halls of heaven with 
all His saints, and may live with Him for- 
ever. All: Amen. Priest: Go in peace, N., 
and may the Lord be with you. All: And 
with your spirit. 


The consecrated water is carried in sol- 
emn procession to the permanent bhaptis- 
mal font while a beautiful song from Ps. 41 
is chanted: 

As the deer longs for the water brooks, 
so my soul longs after thee, O God. V. 
My soul thirsts for the living God! When 
shall I appear in His presence? V. My 
tears have been my food day and night, 
while daily I must hear the taunt: “Where 
is thy God?” 


After pouring the water into the font the 
priest says: 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum, All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Let us pray. Almighty and ever- 
lasting God, look graciously upon the de- 
votion of thy people who are to be born 
anew. Like the deer they have sought the 
fountain of thy living water. Mercifully 
grant that their thirsting faith may, through 
the mystery of baptism, sanctify both soul 
and body. Through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
thy Son, who is living and reigning with 
thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, per omnia saecula saeculorum. All: 
Amen. 


E. The renewal of the promises of 
baptism 


I" IS HIGHLY desirable and proper that 
the candles of the congregation be 
lighted for the renewal of the baptismal 
promises. 

Priest: My dear brethren. In this most 
sacred night holy Mother Church com- 
memorates the death and burial of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. In return for His great 
love, she lovingly keeps watch with him. 
And looking forward to His glorious resur- 
rection, she rejoices with an exceeding joy. 

But, as the Apostle teaches us, we have 
by baptism been buried with Christ into 
death. As Christ, then, has risen from the 
dead, so we too must walk now in new- 
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ness of life. For we know that our old : 
self has been crucified with Christ, that we 
may no longer be slaves to sin. Let us re- 
member always that we have died to sin, 
put are to live for God, in Christ Jesus our 


Lord. 

Therefore, beloved brethren, having com- 
pleted the Lenten observance, let us now 
proceed to renew the promises of our holy 
baptism. By these promises we once re- 
nounced Satan and all his works, as well 
as that world which is the enemy of God; 
we vowed, furthermore, to serve God faith- 
fully in the holy Catholic Church. 

And therefore I ask you once again: 

Priest: Do you renounce Satan? 

All: We do renounce him. 

Priest: And all his works? 

All: We do renounce them. 

Priest: And all his display? 

All: We do renounce it. 

Priest: Do you believe in God, the 
Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth? 

All: We do believe. 

Priest: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son, our Lord, who was born in- 
to this world and suffered for us? 

All: We do believe. 

Priest: And do you believe in the Holy 
Ghost, the holy Catholic Church, the com- 
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life ever- 
lasting? 

All: We do believe. 

Priest: Let us now together pray to God, 
as our Lord Jesus Christ has taught us: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, * 
hallowed be thy Name. * Thy kingdom 
come. * Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. * Give us this day our daily 
bread. * And forgive us our trespasses, * 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. * And lead us not into temptation, * 

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Priest: And may almighty God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
caused us to be born anew by water and 
the Holy Spirit, and who granted us re- 
mission of sins, keep us by His grace unto 
everlasting life in the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. All: Amen. 

The people are now sprinkled with Easter 
water, as a sacramental renewal of their 
own baptism. After the sprinkling, the peo- 

ple again extinguish the candles. 


F. The Jitany of the saints (Second 

Part) 

iy THE FIRST PART of the Litany we peti- 
tioned our brethren the saints. In this 

second part we directly address Christ, to 

have mercy on us all who have become 

members of His Body through baptism. 
Chanters: Propitius esto, All: parce 

nobis, Domine. Chanters: Propitius esto, 

All: exaudi nos, Domine. Chanters: Ab 

omni malo, All: Libera nos, Domine. 

Ab omni peccata, LIBERA— 

A morte perpetua, 

Per mysterium sanctae incarnationis tuae, 

Per adventum tuum, 

Per nativitatem tuam, 

Per baptismum et sanctum ieiunium tuum, 

Per crucem, et passionem tuam, 

Per mortem, et sepulturam tuam, 

Per sanctam resurrectionem tuam, 

Per admirabilem ascensionem tuam, 

Per adventum Spiritus Sancti Paracliti, 








In die iudicii, 





Chanters: Peccatores, All: te rogamus, 
audi nos. Chanters: Ut nobis parcas, All: 
te rogamus audi nos. 

Ut Ecclesiam tuam sanctam regere, et 
conservare digneris, TE ROGAMUS— 
Ut domnum apostolicum, et omnes eccle- 

siasticos ordines in sancta religione con- 
servare digneris, 
Ut inimicos sanctae Ecclesiae humiliare 
digneris, 
Ut regibus et principibus christianis pacem, 
et veram concordiam donare digneris, 
Ut nosmetipsos in tuo sancto servitio con- 
fortare, et conservare digneris, 
Ut omnibus benefactoribus nostris sempi- 
terna bona retribuas, 
Ut fructus terrae dare, et conservare dig- 
neris, 
Ut omnibus fidelibus defunctis requiem 
aeternam donare digneris, 
Ut nos exaudire digneris, 
Chanters: Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata 
mundi, All: Parce nobis, Domine. 
Chanters: Agnus Dei, qui, tollis peccata 
mundi, All: Exaudi nos, Domine. 
Chanters: Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata 
mundi, All: Miserere nobis. 
Chanters: Christe audi nos. All: Christe 
exaudi nos. 


PART THREE 
THE EUCHARISTIC 
SERVICE 


EASTER VIGIL comes to its climax 
with the celebration of holy Mass. By 
baptism we were individually made shar- 
ers in the saving death and resurrection of 
Christ. But baptism leads to the Eucharist. 
As baptized members of Christ, we can 
now assist at the Eucharist, the sacrificial 
reenactment of that death and resurrec- 
tion for the salvation of all men. The Mass 
ends with an abbreviated form of Lauds, 
the official morning prayer of the Church 
which daily recalls the resurrection. 


Foremass 

At the end of the Litany the choir and 
congregation continue with the KYRIE of 
the Mass while the priest ascends the altar, 
kisses it, and honors it with incense. 


KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
At the GLoria, all the bells are rung, and 
the organ again sounds its joyous accom- 
paniment. Christ is risen! 


GLORIA 
LORY TO GOD in the highest. And on 
earth peace to men of good will. We 
praise Thee. We bless Thee. We adore 
Thee. We glorify Thee. We give Thee 
thanks for Thy great glory. O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 
Son. Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father. Who takest away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us. Who takest 
away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer. Who sittest at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us. For Thou alone 
art holy. Thou alone art Lord. Thou alone, 
O Jesus Christ, art most high. Together 
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with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 


COLLECT 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: Let us pray. O God, Thou hast 
made this night radiant by the glory of 
our Lord’s resurrection! Preserve in the 
new children of Thy family the spirit of 
adopted sonship Thou hast given them, so 
that, made new in soul and body, they may 
offer Thee wholehearted service. Through 
the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who is living and reigning with Thee in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, per 
omnia saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. 


EPISTLE: A reading from the Letter of 
Blessed Paul the Apostle to the Colos- 
sians (3:1-4). 

RETHREN, if you have risen with Christ, 

seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
Mind the things that are above, not the 
things that are on earth. For you have 
died and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ, your life, shall appear, 
then you too will appear with Him in 
glory. 

The celebrant then intones the great 
Easter ALLELUIA. 

To which all in the church answer 
ALLELUIA, using the same melody. This is 
then repeated twice more, each time on a 
higher pitch. The choir continues with the 
Gradual. 


GRADUAL 

V. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good; for His mercy endures forever. V. 
Praise the Lord, all you nations; glorify 
Him, all you peoples. V. For steadfast is 
His kindness toward us, and the fidelity of 
the Lord endures forever. 


GOSPEL 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. Priest: Sequentia sancti Evan- 
gelii secundum Matthaeum. All: Gloria 
tibi, Domine. 


Ne LATE in the night of the Sabbath, as 
the first day of the week began to 
dawn, Mary Magdalen and the other Mary 
came to see the sepulchre. And behold, 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel 
of the Lord came down from heaven, and 
drawing near rolled back the stone, and 
sat upon it. His countenance was like light- 
ning, and his raiment like snow. And for 
fear of him the guards were terrified, and 
became like dead men. But the angel spoke 
and said to the women, “Do not be afraid; 
for I know that you seek Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here, for He has risen 
even as He said. Come, see the place where 
the Lord was laid. But now go quickly, 
tell His disciples, ‘He has risen’; and: ‘Be- 
hold He goes before you into Galilee; 
there you shall see Him.’ See, I have fore- 
told it to you.” 


OFFERTORY 

Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Having sung “Oremus,” the priest offers 
the bread, saying in a low voice: 

Accept, O holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God, this host for the all-holy sac- 
rifice, which I, Thine unworthy servant, 
offer unto Thee, my living and true God, 
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to atone for my numberless sins of wilful- 
ness and neglect; on behalf of all here 
present, and likewise for all faithful Chris- 
tians, living and dead, that it may profit 
me and them as a means of salvation unto 
life everlasting. Amen. 


He pours wine and water into the chal- 
ice, saying: 

O God, who hast established the nature 
of man in wondrous dignity and still more 
admirably restored it, grant that through 
the mystery of this water and wine, we 
may be made partakers of His divinity, 
who has deigned to become partaker of 
our humanity, Jesus Christ, Thy Son our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God 
through all eternity. Amen. 


He then offers the chalice to God, say- 
ing: 

We offer unto Thee, O Lord, the chalice 
of salvation, humbly begging of Thy mercy 
that it may arise before Thy divine majesty 
with a pleasing fragrance, for our salvation 
and that of all mankind. Amen. 


He bows over the gifts, while he offers 
himself and all present, saying: 

In a spirit of humility and with a con- 
trite heart, may we be accepted by Thee, 
O Lord, and may our sacrifice be so offered 
in Thy sight this day as to please Thee, O 
Lord God. 


He calls upon the Holy Spirit to bless 
the offering, saying: 

Come, Thou source of holiness, almighty 
and eternal God, and bless this sacrifice 
prepared for the glory of Thy holy Name. 


The priest censes the offered gifts and 
the altar. Then, while washing his hands, 
he says: 

I wash my hands in innocence, 

and I go around your altar, O Lord, 
Giving voice to my thanks, 

and recounting all your wondrous deeds. 
O Lord, I love the house in which you 

dwell, the tenting-place of your glory. 
Gather not my soul with those of sinners, 

nor with men of blood my life. 
On their hands are crimes, 

and their right hands are full of bribes. 
But I walk in integrity; 

redeem me, and have pity on me. 

My foot stands on level ground; 

in the assemblies I will bless the Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be: world without end. Amen. 


Having returned to the middle of the 
altar, the priest bows and says: 

Accept, most holy Trinity, this offering 
which we are making to Thee in remem- 
brance of the passion, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus Christ, our Lord; and in 
honor of blessed Mary ever Virgin, blessed 
John the Baptist, the holy apostles Peter 
and Paul, of these, and of all the Saints; 
that it may add to their honor and procure 
our salvation; and may they deign to inter- 
cede in heaven for us who cherish their 
memory here on earth: Through the same 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


He turns to the people and says: 

Brethren, pray that my sacrifices and 
yours may become acceptable to God the 
Father almighty. 














The server answers for the people: 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at thy 
hands, unto the praise and glory of His 
Name, for our advantage and that of all 
His holy Church. 


The priest continues with the Secret, the 
final summarizing prayer over the sacrifi- 
cial gifts. 


SECRET 


Receive, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy 
people’s prayers and sacrificial gifts; sancti- 
fy them in these Easter mysteries so that 
through Thy grace they may profit us as a 
healing remedy unto eternal life. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who is liv- 
ing and reigning with Thee in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, per omnia sae- 
cula saeculorum. All: Amen. Priest: Do- 
minus vobiscum. All: Et cum spiritu tuo. 
Priest: Sursum corda. All: Habemus ad 
Dominum. Priest: Gratias agamus Domino 
Deo nostro. All: Dignum et justum est. 
PREFACE 

Truly meet it is and just, truly right and 
wholesome for the soul, to sound forth 
Thy praise, O Lord, in every time, but 
more festively on this night when Christ 
our Paschal Lamb was sacrificed. He is 
the True Lamb that has taken away the 
sins of the world—He who by dying has 
destroyed our death, and by rising repaired 
the loss of Life. In unison, therefore, with 
Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and 
Dominations, and with all the Bands of 
Heaven’s Soldiery, we chant an Anthem to 
Thy splendor, crying out unceasingly: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty; 
Heaven and earth are filled with Thy glory. 
Hail to Thee in the highest! Blessed is He 
that cometh in the Name of the Lord. Hail 
to Him in the highest. 

THE CANON 

Commemoration of the Church and her 
hierarchy. 

And now, most gracious Father, we 
humbly beg of Thee and entreat Thee, 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
to deem acceptable and bless these gifts, 
now set apart for the holy and all-perfect 
sacrifice; which we offer unto Thee especi- 
ally for Thy holy Catholic Church, that 
Thou woudst deign to keep it in peace and 
unity, to protect and sustain it through- 
out the world; together with Thy servant 
N., our Pope, and N., our Bishop, and all 
true-believing guardians and promoters of 
the Catholic and Apostolic faith. 


Commemoration of this community: 

Be mindful, O Lord, of Thy servants 
and handmaids, N. and N., .. . Pause and 
silently pray for those whom you desire to 
remember in a special manner. . . . and of 
all here present, whose faith is known to 
Thee and likewise their devotion, on whose 
behalf we offer unto Thee, and who them- 
selves offer unto Thee, this sacrifice of 
praise for themselves and all who are 
theirs, for the good of their souls, accord- 
ing to their hope of salvation and deliver- 
ance from all harm, and who pay Thee the 
homage which they owe Thee, eternal 
God, living and true. 


Commemoration of the Church Trium- 
phant. ; 

United in Thy only Church, we cele- 
brate this most sacred night of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ’s resurrection in the flesh. We 
honor also the memory, first of the glo. 
rious and immaculate Virgin Mary, mother 
of our Lord and God, Jesus Christ; then 
that of Thy blessed apostles and martyr, 
Peter and Paul, Andrew, James, John, 
Thomas, James, Philip, Bartholomev, 


Matthew, Simon, and Thaddeus; Linus ff 
Cletus, Clement, Sixtus, Cornelius, Cypri. [ 
an, Lawrence, Chrysogonus, John and | 
Paul, Cosmas and Damian, and of all Thy | 


Saints, by whose merits and prayers grant 
that we may be always favored with the 
help of Thy protection. Through the same 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Prayers of Offering. 

We further beseech Thee, O Lord, to 
receive in atonement this sacrifice of adora- 
tion from us and from all Thy household, 
which we offer to Thee for those likewise 
to whom Thou hast willed to give new life 
by water and the Holy Spirit, granting 
them the forgiveness of all their sins. Pro- 
vide that our days be spent in Thy peace, 
save us from everlasting damnation, and 
cause us to be numbered among those 
whom Thou hast chosen. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Do Thou, O God, deign to bless what 
we offer, and make it approved, effective, 
worthy, and pleasing in every way, that it 
may become for our good the Body and 
the Blood of Thy dearly beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


The Consecration. 

Who, the day before He suffered, took 
bread into His holy and venerable hands, 
and having raised His eyes to heaven, unto 
Thee, His almighty Father, giving thanks 
to Thee, blessed it, and broke it, and gave 
it to His disciples, saying: Take ye all, and 
eat of this: for 


THIS IS MY BODY. 
(Elevation of the Sacred Host.) 


In like manner, when the supper was 
done, taking also this goodly chalice into 
His holy and venerable hands, again giv- 
ing thanks to Thee, He blessed it and gave 
it to His disciples, saying: Take ye all, and 
drink of this, for 

THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD 
OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL 
TESTAMENT: 

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH: 
WHICH SHALL BE SHED FOR 
YOU AND FOR MANY UNTO 
THE REMISSION OF SINS. 


(Elevation of the Chalice.) 


As often as you shall do these things, 
in memory of Me shall you do them. 


The “Memorial” Prayer. 

Wherefore, O Lord, we Thy servants, 
and likewise Thy holy people, calling to 
mind not only the blessed passion of the 
same Christ Thy Son, our Lord, but also 
His resurrection from the dead, and finally 
His glorious ascension into heaven, offer 
unto Thy supreme majesty, of Thy gifts 
bestowed upon us, the pure, the holy, the 
all-perfect sacrifice of thanks for our re- 
demption—the holy Bread of life eternal 
and the Chalice of unending salvation. 


Offering Prayers. 
Do Thou deign to regard it with gra- 
cious and kindly attention and hold it ac- 
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ceptable, as Thou didst deign to esteem the 
offerings of Thy holy servant Abel, and the 
sacrifice of Abraham our Patriarch, and 
that which Thy chief priest Melchisedech 
offered unto Thee, a holy sacrifice of 
thanks, in full accordance with Thy will. 
Most humbly we implore Thee, almighty 
God, cause these our mystic offerings to 
be brought by the hands of Thy holy An- 
gel unto Thine altar above, before the face 
of Thy divine majesty; that those of us 
who, from this sharing in the heavenly 
sacrifice, shall receive the most sacred 
Body and Blood of Thy Son, may be filled 
with every grace and heavenly blessing. 
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Commemoration of the dead. 

Be mindful, O Lord, also of Thy serv- 
ants who have gone before us with the 
sign of faith, and rest in the sleep of peace. 

Priest and people pray silently for those 
departed whom they desire to remember in 
a special manner. 

To these, O Lord, and to all who sleep 
in Christ, we beseech Thee to grant, of 
Thy goodness, a state of comfort, light and 
peace. Through the same Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Commemoration of the celebrating priest. 

To us also, sinners, yet Thy servants, 
trusting in the greatness of Thy mercy, 
deign to grant some share of heavenly bliss 
in union with Thy holy apostles and mar- 
tyrs; with John, Stephen, Matthias, Barna- 
bas, Ignatius, Alexander, Marcellinus, Pe- 
ter, Felicitas, Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, Ag- 
nes, Cecilia, Anastasia, and all Thy saints; 
into whose company we implore Thee to 
admit us, not weighing our merits, but 
freely granting us pardon. Through Christ 
our Lord. 

Through whom, O Lord, Thou dost ever 
provide, make holy, fill with life, make 
fruitful of good, and bestow upon us all 
these Thy gifts. 


Solemn doxology and little elevation. 

Through Him, and with Him, and in 
Him, is to Thee, God the Father almighty, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor 
and glory, per omnia saecula saeculorum. 
All: Amen. 


HOLY COMMUNION 


Priest: Let us pray. Directed by saving 
precepts and prompted by divine instruc- 
tion, we make bold to say: 

UR FATHER, who art in heaven, hal- 

lowed by Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. 

Priest: Et ne nos inducas in tentationem. 
All: Sed libera nos a malo. Priest: Amen. 

Deliver us, O Lord, we beseech Thee, 
from all evils, past, present, and to come; 
and through the intercession of the blessed 
and glorious Mary ever-Virgin, mother of 
God, together with Thy blessed apostles, 
Peter and Paul and Andrew, and all the 
Saints, grant of Thy goodness, peace in our 
days, that aided by the riches of Thy 
mercy, we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all disturbance: Through 
the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, 
who liveth and reigneth with Thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, per omnia 
saecula saeculorum. All: Amen. Priest: Pax 





Domini sit semper vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 

Priest: May this mingling and hallowing 
of the Body and the Blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, help us who receive it unto 
life everlasting. Amen. 


Prayers of immediate preparation for 
Holy Communion. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living 
God, who by the Father’s will, with the 
co-operation of the Holy Ghost, hast given 
life to the world through Thine own death, 
deliver me by this Thy most holy Body 
and Blood, from all my sins and from 
every evil. Make me always obedient to 
Thy commandments, and never permit me 
to be separated from Thee; who with the 
same God the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
livest and reignest God, through all eterni- 
ty. Amen. 


Let not the partaking of Thy Body, O 
Lord Jesus Christ, which I all unworthy 
am about to receive, turn to my condem- 
nation and punishment, but by reason of 
Thy fatherly love may it be to my advant- 
age as a safeguard of both soul and body, 
like a well-taken remedy: who livest and 
reignest with God the Father in the unity 
of the Holy Ghost, God through all eter- 
nity. Amen. 


The celebrant’s Communion. 

I will take the bread of heaven, and call 
upon the name of the Lord. 

Lord, I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldst enter under my roof: say but the 
word and my soul shall be healed (three 
times). 

May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve my soul unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 


What return shall I make to the Lord 
for all that He has given me? I will take 
the Chalice of salvation, and I will call 
upon the name of the Lord. Praising I 
will call upon the Lord, and I shall be 
saved from my enemies. 

May the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
keep my soul unto life everlasting. Amen. 


The people’s Communion. After the 
Confiteor has been said as an act of con- 
trition, and the absolution given, the priest 
shows a sacred Host, saying: 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him 
who takes away the sins of the world. 

Lord, I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldst enter under my roof: say but the 
word and my soul shall be healed (three 
times). 


As he gives holy Communion the priest 
says to each: 

May the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve thy soul unto life everlasting. 
Amen. 


While he cleanses the sacred vessels, he 
prays: 

What we have taken like bodily food 
may we treasure in a pure heart; and may 
what is given us in time be our provision 
for eternity. 

May Thy Body, O Lord, which I have 
eaten, and Thy Blood, which I have drunk, 
affect me to the depths of my being; grant 
that no taint of sin be found in me, whom 
these pure and holy mysteries have ne- 
newed: who livest and reignest through all 
eternity. Amen. 
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Meanwhile the choir begins the chanting 
of Lauds. 


The “Hour” of Lauds 


auDs, the Church’s official morning 
prayer, always commemorates Christ’s 
resurrection. Most fittingly, then, it occurs 
as the concluding act in the Easter Vigil 
Service, where it also serves as a thanks- 
giving prayer. 

in order to solemnize the reception of 
the Eucharist, the following triple ALLE- 
LuiA could well serve also as a Communion 
song. It should in that case be sung as a 
refrain, by the congregation if possible, to 
be repeated after each verse of the given 
psalm (or Ps. 117, or Ps. 33) chanted by 
the choir. 

Chanters: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Ps. 150. Praise the Lord in his sanctuary, 
* praise him in the firmament of his 
strength. 

Praise him for his mighty deeds, * praise 
him for his sovereign majesty. 

Praise him with the blast of the trum- 
pet, * praise him with lyre and harp. 

Praise him with timbrel and dance, * 
praise him with strings and pipe. 

Praise him with sounding cymbals, praise 
him with clanging cymbals. * Let every- 
thing that has breath praise the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
* and to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 


After the antiphon with the triple ALLE- 
Lula is repeated, the priest intones the anti- 
phon for the BENEDICTUS: 

Priest: Et valde mane . . . (And very early 
to the tomb, when the sun had just risen, 
alleluia.) 

The choir continues with the BENEDIC- 
Tus, Zachary’s song of praise (Luke 1:68— 
79) using the same melody for each verse. 
All stand. The altar is censed. 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
because He has visited and wrought re- 
demption for His people. 

And has raised up a horn of salvation 
for us * in the house of David His servant, 

As He promised through the mouths of 
His holy ones, * the prophets from of old: 

Salvation from our enemies * and from 
the hands of all our foes. 

He has fulfilled His kindness to our 
fathers, * and been mindful of His holy 
covenant. 

In the oath to Abraham our father, * 
by which He swore to grant us 

That, delivered from the hands of our 
enemies, * we should serve Him without 
fear 

In holiness and justice before Him * all 
our days. 

And you, O child, shall be called the 
prophet of the Most High; * for you shall 
go before the Lord to prepare His ways, 

To give His people knowledge of salva- 
tion * through forgiveness of their sins. 

Because of the compassionate kindness 
of our God * with which the Orient from 
on high will visit us, 

To shine on those who sit in darkness 
and the shadow of death, * to guide our 
feet in the way of peace. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
* and to the Holy Spirit. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, * world without end. Amen. 
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The antiphon is repeated as given above. 


Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 


Priest: Let us pray. Pour out the Spirit 
of Thy love into our hearts, O Lord, that 
those whom Thou hast nourished with the 
Easter sacraments may, because of Thy 
love, dwell together in peace. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, who is living 





and reigning with Thee in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, per omnia saecula 
saeculorum. All: Amen. 


Priest: Dominus vobiscum. All: Et cum 
spiritu tuo. 
DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 

Priest: Ite, Missa est, alleluia, alleluia. 


All: Deo gratias, alleluia, alleluia. 
Priest: May the tribute of my worship 





THE EASTER VIG 


be pleasing to Thee, most holy Trinity, 
and grant that the sacrifice which I, ali 
unworthy, have offered in the presence of 
Thy Majesty, may be acceptable to Thee, 
and through Thy mercy obtain forgiveness 
for me and all those for whom I have of. 
fered it. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
May Almighty God bless you: the 
Father, the Son, * and the Holy Spirit. 
All. Amen. 


NIHIL OBSTAT 
Ioannes Eidenschink, OSB, J.C.D. 
Censor Deputatus 


IMPRIMI POTEST 

+Balduinus Dworschak, OSB 
Abbas 

Sancti Ioannis Baptistae 


IMPRIMATUR 

Petrus W. Bartholome, D.D. 
Episcopus 

Sancti Clodoaldi 

Die 2a februarii, 1956 


Copyright 1956 
The Order of St. Benedict, Inc. 
Collegeville, Minnesota 
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CRISIS AT THE CATHOLIC WORKER 


Dorothy Day’s House of Hospitality may have to close 


For twenty-one years Dorothy Day, co- 
founder of the Catholic Worker, has operated a 
“House of Hospitality” for the poor and un- 
fortunate of New York’s lower East Side. For 
the past five years the house itself has been 
located at 221-223 Chrystie Street. In 1953 a 
fire started by a careless smoker injured five 
residents, and since then the City has been try- 
ing to have the building declared a firetrap and 
its tenants evicted. A few weeks ago Miss Day 
was fined $250.00 as a violator of the fire laws, 
despite her plea that fireproofing of the building 
was already underway. Miss Day was not unduly 
troubled. The money, she told the magistrate, 
would come, as it always had, from persons of 
good will, and through the intercession of her 
favorite, Saint Joseph. 

Next day she was approached as she left the 
house by a man who stepped out of a crowd of 
those who were waiting for clothing to be 
distributed. “I just read about your trouble,” 
he said. “I want to help out a little bit toward 
the fine. Here’s two-fifty.” 

Glad to have even $2.50 toward the fine, Miss 
Day didn’t glance at what he had given her 
until she was in the subway. When she did, she 
saw that it was a check for $250.00 signed by 
W. H. Auden, the eminent British-born poet. 
She apologized later for not having recognized 
him. “Poets do look a bit unpressed,” she said, 
“don’t they?” 

Later, the magistrate, declaring that he had 
not been informed of the house’s true nature 
and history, accepted her lawyer’s plea to set 
aside the fine. But, he told Miss Day, work 
would have to be done on the building to make 
it comply with regulations. He gave her three 
weeks to draw up her plans. 

Questioned about the future, Miss Day said: 
“Yes, I’ll be able to keep the building going. 
I'll just gé ahead with an architect—and pray. 
Faith will see us through. It always has.” 

She has put Mr. Auden’s $250.00 into a fund 
for the fireproofing work and renovation, a job 
she estimates will cost $28,000. The rest, she 
is certain, will come—from those who believe 
that love of neighbor is everybody’s business. 
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Some of the more than 200 men whom the Catholic Worker feeds daily. 





Dorothy Day soberly faces the Worker’s latest 
emergency—an urgent need for $28,000. 












Holy Week in Sicily 


The island is a stage 


with a thousand dramas 


PHOTOGRAPHS AND TEXT BY VITO FIORENZA 


In Sicily, where every season luxuriates with its own 
fetes, pageants and days of ritual, it is during Holy Week 
that life becomes pre-eminently a drama. Exuberant and in- 
ventive, the Sicilians ask nothing more than the right to 
participate, letting local traditions determine their roles. As 
the week advances enthusiasm mounts, until by Good Friday 
simultaneous tableaus throughout the island are re-enact- 
ing the truths of the Passion and Resurrection, making them 
actual as blood and bread and wine. 

At San Filippo on a hill near Mt. Etna, Good Friday 
dawns cold and rainy. Late in the afternoon the people 
climb to the sanctuary on the hill-top for the symbolic 
burial of the Lord. Many of them are dressed in the distinc- 
tive costumes of their respective coniradas (districts) and 
carry lanterns and forked poles. Among them are fratelli 
(brothers) clad in Arab-like robes. 





The burial of the Savior 


While preparations for the procession are being made, 

the village band plays slow, dirge-like marches in front of 

- the church. Inside, a crowd of worshipers presses forward to 
kiss the image of the “dead” Savior before it is placed in 
the casket. As soon as darkness has fallen they will gather 


outside and the procession will begin. 
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Now the lanterns are lighted and the band starts a slow, 
measured funeral march. The fratelli raise the casket and 
begin to wind their way down the mountainside. Behind the 
casket rides a statue of the grieving Virgin, her anguish 
crudely represented by a dagger plunged through her heart. 
The crowd shuffles silently along. Every so often the proces- 
sion stops; the bearers support the heavy catafalque on their 
poles while a priest intones a litany and clouds of incense 
are released and hang motionless in the damp air. 

When the dirge resumes the procession picks up again, 
moving through narrow, cobbled streets to the mother 
church at the foot of the hill. There the casket is put down, 
to be watched over through the night. 


The descent from the mountain 
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Death and the sword of God 





In the cathedral square of Adrano, near San Filippo, a 
huge crowd gathers on Holy Saturday to watch a morality 
play. A devil with three horns emerges from “Hell” in a puff 
of smoke, behind him a leering Satan. He brandishes a 
sword (made from a cast-off table leg) at the Archangel 
Michael and taunts him as a vanquished foe. For is not 
Christ dead? Have not the forces of evil triumphed? In 
proof the Devil summons his minister, Death—a skeleton 
armed with a bow. Death proclaims his omnipotence; at this 
very moment the Lord lies dead in His tomb. 

But Michael knows that the Lord is not dead and tells 
the people that He will soon rise, everlastingly triumphant, 
having destroyed Death forever. Saying this, the Archangel 
thrusts his sword into Death and the Devil disappears fuming 
into his Hell. 

When the play is over the crowd moves into the cathedral 
for the ceremony of the Resurrection. Shortly after noon 





the bells in the campanile crash out joyfully as a huge tableau 
showing the risen Christ surrounded by the heavenly host 
springs up from behind the altar. A gasp goes up from the 
congregation; children stare in wonder and astonishment, 
barely grasping the significance of the “miracle.” Some of 
the older people smile, others sit open-mouthed, many kiss 
their fingers in symbolic offering, and there are those who 
shed tears of joy. Reassurance has come: the Lord lives and 


has conquered Death forever. 





Easter: peace and gaiety 


At another church in Adrano an image of the Virgin 
is carried out to meet her newly-risen Son. The statue of 
Christ is tipped so that the uplifted right hand touches the 
Mother’s, seeming to both bless and welcome her. As the 
hands meet, the crowd lets out a roar of mingled relief and 
delight. 

In Regalbuto, another nearby village, Easter Sunday 
dawns clear and bright after a week of rain. The town has 
awakened early. Suddenly every church bell begins to clang, 
summoning worshipers to share in the glory of the Resur- 
rection. Later, a profound peace comes over the town and 
countryside, as if a long siege has been lifted. A white dove 
rests in a window of an abandoned monastery; sheep graze 
beneath olive trees. 

After Mass everyone rushes home for Easter dinner. 
Housewives have been preparing for weeks; the butcher has 
put up his best beef, spring lamb and sausage. Large pastries 
have been baked in the shape of horses or in strangely- 
sculpted forms, each with a hard-boiled egg in the center. 
In thankfulness that grey Lent has passed from them, the 
townspeople eat, drink and laugh with one another, hoping 
the Risen Lord will abide in them and give them a good year. 
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EYEING THE CAMERA 


The child 
says to the 
camera: 


“Make this 
gesture 
timeless.” 


“Show this 
grimace 
to all 
the 
people; 
let them 
remember 
it 
forever: 
Why? 
Because 
it is me. 
It is 
what I 
have to 
say. 


Let 
them 
see 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY EDWARD WALLOWITCH me 
with 
a 
pail 
over 
my 
head, 
with 
my 
tongue 
stuck 
out, 
with 
my 
nose 
screwed 
up. 





Why? 
Because it 
is 

me; 
in 
this 
moment 
and 
forever: 
it 
is 
what 











New for Easter 


The SPLENDOR of the 


CHURCH 
by Henri de Lubac 


Strangely, considering its title, this 
book contains a most powerful pic- 
ture of the sinfulness of Catholics 
from the lowest to the highest: and 
shows how the Church, sinful in her 
members, is still sinless in herself. 
To many Catholics the sinfulness 
will be a revelation: there are few 
to whom the Church’s splendor as 
shown here will not be a revelation 
too. Clear-sighted love is best. 
Ready $3.50 


The 


GOSPEL PRIESTHOOD 
by Dom Hubert van Zeller 


Father van Zeller, whose books for 
the laity have long been many peo- 
ple’s favorite spiritual reading, is 
here writing for his fellow priests. 
The reader he has in mind is “‘the 
humble soul who is looking for 
something which will stir a desire 
for -" The fourteen chapters 
of book originally appeared in 
Emmanuel. Ready $2.50 


COVENTRY PATMORE 
by James Oliver 


Admired by poets as diverse as 
Francis Thompson and Gerard Man- 
ley Hopkins, Patmore now stands 
clear as a supreme analyst of human 
love and marriage and the relation 
of both to divine love. No one, for 
example, has pierced deeper into 
the married love of Our Lady and St. 
Joseph. Coming April 11th $4.00 


Order from any bookstore 


For complete descriptions of all our 
Spring books, see Sheed & Ward's OWN 
TRUMPET. To get the Trumpet, free and 
postpaid, write to Juliet MacGill at— 


SHEED & WARD, New York 3 
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20 Juty, by Constantine FitzGibbon 
(Norton, $3.75), is a tragic account of 
a plot that failed—the 1944 attempt on 
Hitler’s life by a group of German 


‘army officers and civilians. Two decades 


of anti-German propaganda have ob- 
scured the truth that there were good 
Germans, and that the German staff 
officer, though a professional soldier, 
still was formed in a Christian tradi- 
tion and was torn between his oath to 
Hitler and his loyalty to humanity. Al- 
most from the beginning, FitzGibbon 
shows, German army officers expressed 
moral reservations about Hitler’s rule, 
and a resistance movement developed 
which plotted his overthrow. One study 
group, the Kreisau Circle, composed of 
officers and civilians of varying political 
and religious backgrounds, actually 
formulated a plan for a free Germany 
based on certain radical Christian pos- 
tulates (apparently in line with the 
most advanced papal thinking). And 
though there were endless debates about 
the method as well as the morality of 
disposing of Hitler, several assassina- 
tion attempts were either plotted or 
carried out, culminating in the near- 
successful one of July 20, 1944. Al- 
though Hitler was only wounded, the 
plan might have succeeded had not the 
generals delayed for two crucial hours 
during which Nazi communications 
were blocked. The revolt was crushed 
and eventually some 5,000 Germans, 
many of them innocent, were executed. 
One of the most disheartening aspects 
of FitzGibbon’s narrative is his revela- 
tion that the dissident generals con- 
tinually tried to establish contact with 
the British and U.S. governments, both 
before and during the war, and were 
either repulsed or ignored. This failure 
brings up a second thought: what luck 
would anti-Communist Russian generals 
have in attempting to reach today’s 
Western leaders? 
—CHRISTOPHER WOODHOUSE 


St. Joun FisHer, by E. E. Reynolds 


_ (Kenedy, $6.00). Of the two great mar- 


tyr-saints which the English Reforma- 
tion produced, John Fisher, Bishop of 
Rochester, is much less well known 
than his fellow giant, Thomas More. In 
Fisher’s case the records are sparser, 
the contemporary evidence harder to 
come by. More was one of the most 
famous men of his time, .a statesman, 
a writer, genial, sophisticated, witty; 
Fisher, on the other hand, was a model 





BOOK REVIEWS$ 






of the reserved prelate, a quiet, shy, 
studious man concerned only with hy 
pastoral duties. But what emerges frum 
this admirable biography are the poiny 
of resemblance between the two, Both 
were men of strong, disciplined interio, 
life, both—without losing sight of the 
external peril—saw clearly how des. 
perately the Church needed’ reforming 
from within, and each was willing to 
give up his life rather than compromise 
the authority of the See of Peter or 
weaken the ancient Faith. 








Author Reynolds, who has given us 
one of our finest studies of More, has 
succeeded brilliantly in the far more 
difficult chore of reconstructing Fisher's 
life and clarifying his relation to his 
age. The result is a portrait of a man 
who stands out as an eternal prototype 
of the solicitous pastor of souls, and 
who shines all the more _ intensely 
against the darkness and decadence 
which surrounded him.—JANET KNIGHT 


Tue Dreyrus Case, by Guy Chapman 
(Reynal & Co., $5.00). A scholarly ad- 
dition to the still-burgeoning literature 
on one of the seminal events of recent 
history. The affair of Alfred Dreyfus, 
the Jewish army officer whose unjust 
imprisonment for treason and subse- 
quent vindication gave a violent shock 
to French society fifty years ago, exerts 
a perennial fascination, reverberating as 
it does at the center of most of the 
major moral and political issues that 
have sundered the contemporary world. 
Chapman, an English historian, be 
lieves that the prejudices and passions 
of both Dreyfusists and anti-Dreyfusists 
have clouded the truth of the matter, 
and his work is a painstaking attempt 
to set the record straight. In the process 
his book loses some of the excitement 
generated by Nicholas Halasz’ recent 
Captain Dreyfus (Simon and Schuster) 
and often bogs down in a jungle of de- 
tail. But it is still a valuable study 
whose occasional eyebrow lifters (e.g. 
that anti-Semitism had little to do with 
the affair) are not too obtrusive, and 
whose debunking of some long-estab- 
lished illusions (that the Church was 
unanimously anti-Dreyfus; that Emile 
Zola was Dreyfus’ savior) comes as & 
clean wind through a room where the 
air sometimes threatens to go stale. 
—R.G. 
FREEDOM or Deatu, by Nikes Kazant- 
zakis (Simon & Schuster, $4.50). An- 
other exuberant work by one of the 


JUBILEE 2 














Ss 








Fe & 

































t, 
ith 
8 frum & 

= OMdas IVierton 
- Both | 
tering 
of the © 
Bes the beloved author of Zhe Seven Storey Mountain 
ng to 
= offers illumination on the greatest 
of all acts of worship, 

more 
~~ the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. 

man 

otype 

and This profound and moving book is not a defense of a 
nsely doctrine, but a meditation on “the most important 
-_ event in the history of mankind.” The world will never 
Bi weary of adoring and penetrating more deeply into | 
we this most sacred of all mysteries. As a powerful book 
rad: by a truly gifted writer, Tue Livinc Brean brings in- 
wi: spired understanding to every man and woman of good- 
a will who reads with an open and humble mind. 

ied “Tue Livinc Brean reveals Merton at his profound 
bee- best . . . in the way that is inimitably his own. Under 
10¢ck his skilled traversing, the subject is revealed in all: its 
‘erts glory.” —THE CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION. 

g as 

the 

that 

c ic Livin read 
ions 

ists 

ter, BY THOMAS MERTON 

npt $3.00 at all bookstores 

ess 

ent & 4, us 

: , Trap, st®*"” & cupant 

or 

de- < 

a SUUSUSREEESSEEEERDREERREEEESSRREEEREESEEREOREREER EGER EREEEEEEREREEREREEEEREE EE EEee 
nd 

b- “Surely, among French writers, he is the test artist in fiction. 
2 SECOND PRINTING Tue Lams may represent the summit of Mauriae’s attainment . . . a 
le point of unsurpassable mastery.”—sATURDAY REVIEW. $3.00 


—the great new 


novel by o Nobel §~— Francois Mauriac’s THE LAMB 
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NEW 
BOOKS 
OF MERIT 


Catholic Social Doctrine 


By Daniel O'Connor, C.S.V.—A new 
work on the principles of Catholic sociol- 
ogy. Modeled on the teachings of Father 
C. Van Gestel, noted Louvain scholar, the 
treatment includes a commentary on the 
latest pronouncements of the Holy See and 
incorporates modern findings in sociol- 
ogical research. $3.00 


That They May Know Thee 
Selected Writings on Vocations 


By Most Reverend Richard J. Cushing, 
D.D.—Gathered together here for the first 
time are selected articles, sermons, and 
addresses of Archbishop Cushing dealing 
with the present world-wide need for more 
workers in the priesthood and the religious 
life. $3.00 


Three Greatest Prayers 


By St. Thomas Aquinas, translated by 
Laurence Shapcote, O.P.—Conferences on 
the Our Father, Hail Mary, and the Apos- 
tles’ Creed. Here are the mature and pro- 
found refiections of one of the greatest 
minds in the history of Christianity on 
subjects familiar and precious to all. $2.50 


Meeting the Vocation Crisis 


Edited by Rev. George L. Kane—Twenty- 
three important essays dealing with the 
solution to the critical shortage of voca- 
tions to the priesthood, sisterhood, brother- 
hood, and the lay apostolate by such 
competent authorities as Archbishop Cush- 
ing, Archbishop O'Hara, Bishop Sheen, 
Daniel A. Lord, $.J., Catherine de Hueck, 
ond many others. $3.00 


In Silence Before God 
An Examination of Conscience 


By M. M, Philipon, O.P., translated by 
A. M. Crofts, O.P.—A careful treatment of 
the necessity, nature, plan, and advan- 
tages of one of the fundamental ascetical 
Practices: the examination of conscience. 
Pere Philipon, concerned with practical and 
efficient methods, deals with the probiem 
of daily, weekly, monthly, and annvol 
exercises of the examination. $0.30 














masters of the contemporary novel (you 
may remember that two other books of 
his, Zorba the Greek and The Greek 
Passion, have already achieved consid- 
| erable critical and popular success 
| here). Kazantzakis’ themes are the 
grand ones of man’s fate, his relation- 
ship with his fellows, with God and with 
nature, all worked out under the burn- 
ing Mediterranean sun on a vast, primi- 
tive, archepical scale. In Freedom or 
Death the hero is a Captain Michalis, a 
Christian patriot who is one of the lead- 
ers of the abortive rebellion of 1897 
against the Turks who occupied Crete. 
The captain, like many of the book’s 
other characters, Christian and Turk, is 
a man in the fullest sense: he is a hero, 
as an ancient Greek was one; he loves, 
fights and exists to the full extent of his 
humanity; he seeks God, his soul lin- 
gers in anguish, his contact. with his 
fellow man is effected only through suf- 
fering; and when he suffers, it is in the 
inner depths of his being. He is torn 
by passions and conflicts; like the aver- 
age man he is not always consistent; he 
may be brave at one moment, fearful at 
another, but his essential humanity can- 
not be conquered. One word of caution: 
The passions of both Cretans and Turks 
are primitive, the battle scenes are 
bloody, and the characters are anything 
but puritanical in their natural amatory 
pursuits—CHRISTOPHER WOODHOUSE 


Men ‘or No Property, by Dorothy 
Salisbury Davis (Scribner’s, $3.95). A 
long, quite original and generally in- 
teresting novel about the Irish in mid- 
nineteenth century New York. Set at a 
time of violent prejudice against the 
new-comer, it recounts the efforts of 
five Irish immigrants to wrest a place 
in the American sun, in milieus as di- 
verse as politics, the theatre and high 
society. The book’s underlying premises 
seem to be that Irishmen have a de- 
monic genius for destroying each other, 
that for every idealist among them there 
is a hard-headed opportunist, and that 
for all the powerful music of an Irish- 
man’s speech he is seldom in tune with 
the rest of men. Miss Davis writes com- 
petently, even though the world she 
evokes sometimes narrows down to a 
sort of Pat and Mikerocosm, and she 
seems to have done abundant research. 


—Oona BurKE 


Fra ANGELICO, by Guilio Carlo Argan 
(Skira, $5.75). A beautifully produced 
biographical and critical study, amply 
illustrated in color, of the saintly Do- 
minican friar who was one of the 
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Three forthcoming issues that com- 
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RACISM 

For an informative, lucid treat- 
ment of the central themes of con- 
temporary Catholicism . 
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world’s greatest painters, Although Fra 
Angelico broke with the artistic tradi- 
tions of his age to bring Western man 
a new kind of religious art (as radical 


then as Rouault is for 20th-century 


Catholics), his work was a visual ex- 
position of the aesthetic principles laid 
down by Saint Thomas Aquinas. Ar- 
gan’s text is excellent, and the repro- 
ductions, as anyone who knows the 
Skira methods of printing can tell you, 
are superb. Highly recommended. 


QuestiONs AND ANsweERS, by Cecily 
Hastings (Sheed and Ward, $3.00). 
One of the best books of its kind to ap- 
pear in some time. Miss Hastings runs 
‘a question-and-answer column for the 
Catholic Herald of London and has se- 
lected the most interesting as well as 
the most ticklish themes she’s been 
asked to deal with there. The answers 
she gives to queries and reproaches 
about Catholic practices, institutions 
and beliefs are always lucid and forth- 
right; together with a long introduction 
which amounts to an outline of Ca- 
tholicism, they provide uncommonly 
good defenses against both snipers and 
frontal assaults.—H.W. 


BEHIND THE Mountains, by Oliver La- 
Farge (Houghton, Mifflin, $3.00). A 
quietly written, sensitively wrought vol- 
ume of memories, not the author’s but 
those of his wife and her sisters, whose 
New Mexican childhood was of an un- 
usually attractive kind. The Bacas were 
an old and distinguished Spanish-Amer- 
ican family who maintained on their 
ranch a way of life—courtly, dignified, 
on gracious terms with man and nature 
—of which they were perhaps the last 
representatives.—R. G. 


Tue MaryKNOoLL Go.tpEen Book (Book 
Treasures, $4.50). An anthology of mis- 
sion literature, drawn mostly from Cath- 
olic sources but including some Protes- 
tant ones as well. Some of the writers 
on hand are Graham Greene, Paul Hor- 


‘gan, Alan Paton, Robert Louis Steven- 


son, Andre Dupeyrat and Sister Maria 
Del Rey. Many of the selections by 
lesser-knowns are surprisingly good, 
much more perceptive than the usual 
tun of such writing. The poems scat- 
tered throughout, however, are as inept 
as one could imagine, although they 
don’t detract too much from the total 
achievement. 


REPRINTS 


Tae Ace or ConsTaNnTINE THE GREAT, 
by Jacob Burckhardt (Anchor Books, 
$1.25). A re-issue of a hundred-year- 


PLAYED 
BY EAR 


The moving 
autobiography of 
FATHER 


DANIEL A. LORD, S.J. 


All the friendly humor, the outpouring love, the immense vitality 
that endeared Father Lord to millions, shine through the pages of this 
story of his fruitful and exciting life. From his childhood and his Jesuit 
training through his editorship of The Queen’s Work, directing The 
Sodality of Our Lady, his experiences in Hollywood, writing the Motion 
Picture Code and pioneering The Legion of Decency—here is the whole 
of his richly varied life up to the fatal illness which he faced with great 
calm and courage—a book of inspiring insight and truth. ‘‘This book is 
warm and human, Gay too. And there’s a deal of wisdom in it.” 


—Books on Trial. 
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The Maryknoll Golden Book 





An Anthology of the Missions 
Edited by Albert J. Nevins, M.M. 
For the first time in lish, a selec- 

tion of the best writings about ‘missions, 
mission Lape: and tulgalons lands. Here 
is a book you will read and re-read. 
Among the authors fichener. Bi are 
such writers as James Michener, ue 
Sheen, Bob Considine, A. onin, 
Alan Paton, Paul Horgan, Walter W White. 
Graham Greene, St. Therese of Lisieux, 


and many others. 4 50 
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| Potential 
Blue Chips 


“Rebuilt” companies 
often present investment 
opportunities. 

hen a decrepit old 
structure is razed and is 
replaced with a beautiful 
new building, everyone rec- 
ognizes the change in the 
value of the property. Ten- 
ants will pay $5 per square 
foot on the same plot, 
where $2 was too much 
before. 

However, when a manu- 
facturing company has 
been rebuilt,” investors 
are much slower to recog- 
nize its improvement. Even 
at the height of a bull 
market there are usually 
opportunities to invest in 

ese future blue chips. 

Here at McDonnell & Co. 
we give considerable atten- 
tion to investments of this 
type for good and practical 
reasons: 


1—To uncover good, 
sound investment 
values with records 
of generous divi- 
dends, well sup- 
ported by current 
earnings. 


2—To look for growth 
ssibilities in 
usiness and net 


earnings. 


3—To select stocks 
which ultimately 
may have the 
higher investment 
status that the 
usually ac- 
cords blue chip 
stocks. 


For our report on “Po- 
tential Blue Chips” listing 
current selections by our 
Research Department, just 
ask for Report #J-035. 
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old classic by the famed Swiss histo- 


rian. The book itself is a basic study of | 


a crucial transitional period. in West- 
ern history, but the reader must be 
warned that Burkhardt’s view of Chris- 
tianity is anything but orthodox. 


Tue DeEHUMANIZATION oF Art and other 
Writings on Art and Culture, by José 
Ortega y Gasset (Anchor Book, 85¢). 
A collection of recent essays by Spain’s 
late, great and most perceptive hu- 
manist, on some key questions involving 
the intellectual and creative life. The 
theme which Ortega develops on all the 
arts is that “All modern art is unpopu- 
lar and it is not so accidentally and by 
chance, but essentially and by fate.” 


Srorits By Frank O’Connor, (Vintage 
Books, 95¢). A selection, by the author, 
of eighteen of his own favorites. If 
O’Connor is not the most skillful prac- 
titioner of his art today, he is near the 
top. The evidence in this book includes 
such masterly evocations of Irish moods 
and manners as The Mad Lomasneys 
Uprooted and The Custom of the Coun- 
try, a magnificent bit of insight into 
why Irishmen marry late, Judas, and 
the wholly delightful satires The Drunk- 
ard and My Oedipus Complex. 


Tue Divine Comepy of Dante Alighieri. 
II: Purgatory, translated by Dorothy L. 
Sayers (Penguin Books, 85¢). A good 
metrical translation, in an idiom that 
is neither harshly modern nor soppily 
archaic, of the most neglected of the 
Commedia’s three books. Extensive com- 
mentaries follow each canto, and there 
is a lengthy introduction which sheds 
considerable light on the whole. Miss 
Sayers has already been through Hell 
and is working her way now through 
Heaven, putting us increasingly in her 


debt. 


Bepe: A History or THE ENGLISH 
CHURCH AND PEOPLE, translated by Leo 
Sherley-Price (Penguin Books, 85¢). A 
thoroughly competent version of the 
classic. In his introduction, Mr. Sherley- 
Price assays the saintly seventh-century 
Benedictine as a historian, a believer 
and a retailer of legends, defining the 
categories while showing how they inter- 
weave. 


Tue Srory oF VALENTINE, by Wilma 
Pitchford Hays (Coward-McCann, 
$2.50). A good fictionalized account 
(for children) of the saint, charmingly 
illustrated by Leonard Weisgard. 









DID YOU EVER...? 


Did you ever hear of King 
Radio? or King Pharaoh? or per- 
haps Mighty Tiger or Lord In- 
vader? No? Well there are such 
people and you're likely to see 
and hear them on the Island of 
the Hummingbird. No I’m not 
joking. The Island of the Hum- 
mingbird is Trinidad, and the 
people with the imposing names 
are leaders of Calypso bands in 
Port of Spain. The fascinating 
melodic and spontaneous music 
of the Calypso is only one of 
the many attractive features to 
be found on this enchanting 
Caribbean island, and Trinidad 
is only one of the ports of call 
made by Brazilian International 
Airlines. 

In a few hours flying time, for 
the lowest possible fares, you 
can visit the tropical splendor 
of the Caribbean islands, or the 
modern cosmopolitan cities of 
South America. Brazilian Inter- 
national Airlines services all 
South America, and a round trip 
excursion flight to the city of the 
Cariocas, that’s Rio, of course, 
costs less than $560.00. But 
don’t take my word for it, my 
ears are still ringing with the 
carnival songs of Rio's Mardi 
Gras. Go see your travel agent, 
or better still, see Mr. Steward 
at: 


Brazilian International 
Airlines 


545 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 


Murray Hill 2-9070 


Other offices in: Washington, 
Chicago and Miami. 
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Two birds: a turkey 


ITH ALL that has been writ- 


ten about the role of the critic as a 
defender of civilization, a man set to 
keeping pure things pure and mixed 
things mixed, it seems odd that no 
one has isolated his noblest function. 
Clearly it is a sacrificial one: he ex- 
ists to save his readers time or money 
or to spare them some of modern so- 
ciety’s massive assaults on their cre- 
dulity and good humor. His calling is 
the closest one we have to that of 
those immolatory vocations which 
ancient cultures deliberately fostered 
—the scapegoat, the poison tester, 
the man who was placed in the tomb 
with the Pharaoh for company. The 
parallels are clear: while other men 
rejoice in the possession of the 
known, the critic may be seen ad- 
vancing steadily into the miasmic 
new novel, immuring himself in the 
dark theatre, vulnerable, submissive, 
sustained only hy the memory of 
home fires burning. 

This is 4 report from the frontier 
where I wandered this month on the 
first of many prospective journeys. 
What is amiable in it should not sur- 
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and a lark 


prise you nor cause you to doubt the 
sincerity of my apologia for the 
critic. For didn’t the man who had 
to raise the potentially lethal cup to 
his lips while the wary king stood by 
sometimes taste, oh unexpected de- 
liverance, the best and _ sweetest 
wine? 


I you liked William Inge’s prize- 
winning epic of love and frustra- 
tion in a Kansas town, Picnic, you 
will be quite a bit disconcerted by 
what has happened to it in Cinema- 
scope. The play was an authentic if 
narrow slice of Americana which of- 
fered for our inspection some sing- 
ular raisins from our national fruit- 
cake: the brute in search of tender- 
ness; the innocent in search of ex- 
perience; the lonely on the track of 
the “other.” And it dealt, effectively 
enough, within its author’s cramped 
vision, with the pathos, the passions 
and the pratfalls such quests tend to 
produce. But the movie fixes its hu- 
man beings against such an over- 
powering background of sun and 
prairie, enormous backyards and 


gaping, forlorn streets, when it isn’t 
inserting them into scenes of mass 
revelry Kansas could only have 
dreamed of (the stage picnic took 
place in the wings, the movie one in 
what looks like Yellowstone Park), 
that they come out looking frazzled 
and insignificant. It seems like such 
an effort just to get around a place 
like that and keep the sun out of your 
eyes that there isn’t much energy left 
for dramatics. 

Whenever the actors do manage to 
get down to business, however, they’re 
fairly effective. The most important 
are William Holden as a muscular 
braggart who blows into town look- 
ing for status and an understanding 
woman; Kim Novak as the local 
beauty who’d rather have brains; 
Susan Strasberg as her brainy kid 
sister who’d rather have looks; Rosa- 
lind Russell as an aging, wasp-tongued 
school-teacher who can’t live alone 
and like it; and Arthur O’Connell as 
her bachelor target for tonight and 
always. As in the play they’re most 
convincing when they reveal their 
hungers, fears and aspirations, much 
less so when they try to do something 
about them. Thus when Holden and 
Miss Novak stop sparring and decide 
that each is the answer to the other’s 
entire hope of heaven, a crude but 
appealing vignette of youth testing 
itself sags into the worst kind of sen- 
timentality. Similarly, when Miss 
Russell finally snares her bird, the 
tragedy of loneliness takes on an 
ugly, comic-strip coloration, a sort of 
woman-ropes-man unhealthiness that 
will make you cringe. I also have to 
warn you that Picnic contains some 
of the rawest dialogue Hollywood 
has ever set free. I was puzzled at 
first by its excessive nastiness, but 
now I suspect it has to do with feel- 
ings of inadequacy. When the truth 
about human feeling is too subtle for 
your grasp, or when you are embar- 
rassed because you have left the less 
palpable aspects of love out of ac- 
count and don’t know how to recall 
them, a salty vocabulary creates an 
effective illusion of seriousness and 
sophistication. So do bare chests, gin 
bottles and studio couches. I don’t 
mean to imply that Mr. Inge had any 
such conscious intention. He is a 
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Ten Easter eggs 


in one basket 

JUBILEE, which is much more 
colorful than the usual painted 
eggs, has another advantage 
as an Easter gift . . . we do 
the decorating, the wrapping 
and the delivering. You can 
avail yourself of the special 
offer on the opposite page to 
send JUBILEE to a friend, rela- 
tive, business associate, priest 
or sister. No smeared fin- 
gers, no having to walk tip- 
toe down the street with your 
fragile burden. And JUBILEE, 
to change the image, is an 
Easter bunny that will pop up 
over and over. . . ten appear- 
ances in all. 


Note: We'll send you the Mell- 
man woodcuts, if you’d like. 
Dep’t E-10, JUBILEE 
377 Fourth Ave., New York 16 
Please enter the following Easter 
gift subscriptions to JUBILEE (at $3.00 
each), and send a gift card in my 
name to the recipient. 
(0 Payment enclosed. O Bill me. 
Send woodcuts: [j to the recipient 











0 to me. 
‘My name 
Street 
City Zone State 


Send Jubilee to: 





Recipient's name 





i 








City Zone = State 


List additional recipients on a sepa- 
rate sheet of paper. 
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good dramatist within his limits and 
an honorable one, doing with his ma- 
terial what it seems to him to require. 
It should be mentioned, too, that he 
didn’t write the screen-play. But the 
play also had grossness. The point is 
that like many a companion piece of 
recent drama, Picnic suffers from the 
curse of too much animal life encoun- 
tered on too narrow a platform; 
there simply isn’t enough room to 
tame it into approachability, to en- 
dow it with a soul. It stays brutish 
and threatening, and we are neither 
purged as Aristotle said we should 
be nor delivered from our fears nor 
given the merest vision of felicity. 


S INCE I'M NEVER in any danger of 

seeing too much of Joan of Arc, 
I was more than happy to watch Julie 
Harris play her in Jean Anouilh’s 
The Lark, which Lillian Hellman has 
adapted from Christopher Fry’s trans- 
lation. My concern with Joan, I should 
tell you, isn’t fussy; I’m always ready 
to put up with inaccuracies, and I 
don’t go running to the police when- 
ever a false face shows up in her en- 
tourage. 

Which is a good thing, because 
The Lark has quite a few impostors. 
To run through some: Cauchon, the 
Bishop of Beauvais—a treacherous, 
corrupt fellow actually, an amiable, 
conscience-stricken papa in the play; 
Warwick, the English commander—a 
political hatchetman in life, a suave 
man-of-the-world in Anouilh; the In- 
quisitor—a tight-lipped onlooker at 
the scene, a satanic hunter on the 
stage. But the thing to remember is 
that no dramatist has ever succeeded 
in getting Joan’s supporting cast 
right; not Shaw, certainly, nor Max- 
well Anderson. And the reason, I 
think, is that Joan herself is so formid- 
able a figure, so huge and complex 
while at the same time so mercurial 
and evanescent, that a playwright 
finds himself juggling the other char- 
acters in her story so as to get them 
at the best possible angles for throw- 
ing light on her, like a forced re- 
arrangement of decor to cope with 
some overwhelming piece of furniture. 
Ideally, we should want the truths of 
drama to be at least complementary 
to those of history, but if this hasn’t 





happened yet for Joan we need to be 
patient. In any case The Lark let, 
her sing, even if the chorus is out of 


voice. As Anouilh conceives Joan and 


Miss Harris plays her, she is the ip. 
finitely beguiling source of courage 
and purity we all think of, if not the 
transcendent saint or the incandes. 
cent sufferer we think of, too. I be. 
lieve these last qualities are beyond 
Miss Harris’ range (are they within 
any actress’s?) but she is very good 
on familiar ground, especially in those 
scenes where she wins her men—the 
Squire de Beaudricourt, the Dauphin 
—and yokes them to the service of a 
love far beyond her person, which 
they neither grasp nor are comfort. 
able with, but can only accept. And 
the play itself has a tension and a 
grandeur much above the ordinary, 
an intelligence, a poetry and a fluent 
movement that will make you glad to 
be there. It’s true that the second act 
is rather inferior to the first, the tone 
seeming to have changed and some 
loose ends grown looser, but don’t let 
that keep you away. It’s an imperfect 
world, as I think I said. 


~ OMETHING that’s well worth your 
time is two-sevenths of the latest 
Cinerama production, Seven Wonders 
of The World. The rest of it is only 
fitfully absorbing, since a waterfall in 
Africa looks pretty much like one in 
South America, and fifteen minutes 
is long enough for any Japanese dane- 
ing girls I ever heard of. But those 
two-sevenths are just fine. One is an 
air and ground tour of the Holy Land 
that is simply magnificent, and the 
other covers the closing ceremonies 
of the Marian Year in Rome and has 
some of the most extraordinary close- 
ups of Pope Pius you ever saw. 
Watching the faces of the people as 
he gives them his blessing is a vastly 
more rewarding experience than those 
roller-coaster rides Cinerama likes to 
take us on, and hearing his tiny, 
fragile, lovely voice is really a more 
thunderous encounter than any water- 
fall. You might try to make a deal 
with the management to pay for see 
ing just the two reels I mentioned. At 
a dollar-eighty minimum it comes out 
to about fifty-two cents. 

—RicHarp GILMAN 
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4 SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


(We made this offer for Catholic Press Month only, but it 
was so popular that we are extending it through Easter.) 






your 
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ALF A CENTURY AGO, with typical insight, Pius X saw 

the effect that modern journalism, with its high speed 
presses, photographic techniques, and mass appeal was to 
have upon the world. He called upon Catholics to support 
their own press, to make it strong and dynamic. Since that 
time, and especially since World War II, the Catholic Press 
has improved greatly in content and form .. . Yet the truth 
is that only a small percentage of Catholics, even in this 
country, regularly read their own press. These days Cath- 
olics are being urged to read and support Catholic publica- 
tions .. . In order to introduce JUBILEE, seven times a first 
prize winner of National Catholic Press Association awards 
and one of the most commented-upon of all Catholic publi- 
cations, we are making a special introductory subscription 
offer to new subscribers: you can now receive JUBILEE for 
the next ten months for only $3. 

During this time you will see numerous outstanding 

articles, among them: 
> Aseries on Religion and Psychiatry (you'll find out under 
what circumstances Catholics may participate in modern 
techniques of mental healing). 
) A series on Catholic education, from the grade schools 
through the university, will show how bold new thinking is 
making radical changes in the Catholic approach to learning. 
> You'll also see a regular column on child care, more 
instalments in JUBILEE’s Church in America series, and 
articles on theology, art, the saints, national and interna- 
tional affairs, profiles of significant Catholic figures plus 
reviews of important books, movies and plays. 

FREE: New subscribers will receive as a bonus a set of 
the famous Walter Mellman woodcuts, reprinted from 
JUBILEE’s first issue. These pictures of “The Flight into 
Egypt” and other religious scenes are printed on heavy blue 
woodflake paper and are suitable for framing. 


Dep’t 10, JUBILEE 
377 Fourth Avenue, New York 16 
Please enter my subscription at the Catholic Press Month 


introductory rate of $3.00 for ten issues, and send me free 
the set of Walter Mellman woodcuts. 
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“The importance of the Catholic 
Press is not yet understood. Neither 
the faithful nor the clergy give it 
the attention they should. The old 
sometimes say that it is something 
new, and that in the past souls were 
saved without troubling themselves 
about reading. These short-sighted 
people do not consider that in the 
past the poison of the bad press was 
not spread everywhere, and that in 
consequence the antidote of a good 
press was not equally necessary. 

“It is not a question of the past. 
We are not living in the past; we 
are living today. It is a fact that 
Christian people are corrupted, 
deceived and poisoned by impious 
reading ... In vain will you build 
churches, preach missions, found 
schools; all your works, all your 
efforts will be destroyed if you 
cannot at the same time wield the 
defensive and offensive weapon of 
a press that is Catholic, loyal and 
sincere. 

“To be a Catholic, to call 
oneself a Catholic, nay, to belong 
to Catholic organizations and 
associations, and at the same time 
to be indifferent to the interests 
of the Catholic press, is a patent 
absurdity.” 


















































PLIES TSN SUSIE 


here lives at 
'/ this time in Judea 


..a man of singular virtue whose name is Jesus Christ, whom 
the barbarians esteem as a prophet, but whose followers love 
and adore as the offspring of the immortal God. He calls back 
the dead from the grave and heals all sorts of diseases with 
a word or touch. 

H e is a tall man, well shaped, of an amiable and reverend 

aspect, and his hair is of a color that can hardly be 
matched, falling in graceful curls, waving about and very 
agreeably couching upon his shoulders, parted on the crown 
of his head, running as a stream to the front fashioned after 
the Nazarites. 
H is forehead high, large and imposing; his cheeks without 

spot or wrinkle, and beautiful with a lovely red; his 
nose and mouth formed with exquisite symmetry; his beard of 
a color suitable to his hair, reaching below his chin and parted 
in the middle like a fork. 

is eyes bright blue, clear and serene, look innocent and 

dignified, manly and mature. In proportion of body, 
most perfect and captivating, his hands and arms most delec- 
table to behold. 


H: rebukes with majesty, counsels with mildness, his 
whole address, whether in word or deed, being eloquent 
and grave. 
N° man has seen him laugh, yet his manners are exceed- 
ingly pleasant; but he has frequently wept in the 
presence of men. 
e is temperate, modest and wise; a man for his extraor- 
dinary beauty and divine perfection surpassing the 
children of men in every sense. 


—Quasi-contemporary word portrait of 
Jesus Christ first found in the writings 
of St. Anselm. (Eleventh Century). 
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